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Sermons for the Month of March 


DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


THE PETITIONS IN THE LITANY OF THE 
SACRED HEART 


V. Heart or Jesus, TABERNACLE OF THE Most HicH 


In our last talk we considered the petition: “Heart of Jesus, 
Holy Temple of God, have mercy upon us.” In the next peti- 
tion, with which we are concerned to-day, we address the Sacred 
Heart as the “Tabernacle of the Most High.” These two petitions 
are closely connected in meaning. Tabernacle is a Latin word 
signifying “tent.” After God had given His commandments to the 
chosen people on Mount Sinai, He ordered them to prepare gold, 
silver, copper and other things, to make a tent as a sanctuary for 
Him. “They shall make me a sanctuary, and I will dwell in the 
midst of them. According to all the likeness of the tabernacle which 
I will show thee, and of all the vessels for the service thereof; and 
thus you shall make it” (Exod. xxv, 8,9). God went on to describe 
to Moses the ark of the Covenant and also all the arrangements. of 
the tabernacle, which orders were faithfully carried out. Here in 
this holy tent God dwelt amidst His people during the forty years 
of their wandering in the wilderness. Whenever their encampment 
was broken up, the tabernacle was taken down and re-erected at 
their next halting place. The ark of the Covenant with the two 
Cherubim above it stood always in the middle of the tabernacle, 
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and the altars and sacred vessels in their appointed places. It was 
there that Aaron, the high priests and other servers of the sanctu- 
ary offered sacrifices, and there, too, that Moses received from 
God advice as to how he should guide and govern His people. 

After the Promised Land was reached, the tabernacle occupied a 
permanent position, where the high priest and the priests of the line 
of Aaron, and the Levites of the tribe of Levi, performed the cere- 
monies belonging to the worship of God, according to a regular 
system. The tabernacle was first set up at Gilgal, near Jericho, and 
afterwards when the whole country had been conquered and dis- 
tribuied to the various tribes, it was at Silo, and remained there 
during the whole time that the Israelites were governed by judges. 
Kink David set up a new tabernacle (2 Kings vi, 17), the site of 
which was subsequently occupied by the Holy of Holies in the 
Temple, whither King Solomon brought the ark of the Covenant 
and all the sacred vessels. Thus the holy tent always represented 
God’s dwelling in the midst of His people. 

In Catholic churches the tabernacle is the enclosed space above 
the altar in which are kept the sacred vessels and the most holy 
Sacrament of the Altar; but as our Lord Himself is present in the 
latter, we too speak of the tabernacle as God’s dwelling place. 
Speaking generally, the whole church is His abode, but the taber- 
nacle is such in a very special sense, since He alone occupies it, and 
no one shares it with Him. 

When, therefore, we address the Sacred Heart as the tabernacle 
of the Most High, we refer to it first as the tent, the place where 
God dwelt among men; and, secondly, as the most secret sanctuary 
of the Lord, who is exalted above all earthly things. Ever since 
the Incarnation the Divine Heart of Jesus has been most truly the 
tabernacle of God; a greater sanctuary than the costly and magnif- 
icent temple in Jerusalem. At first, like the tabernacle of the Israel- 
ites, It went about among God’s chosen people, gathering them 
around It, as they once assembled round the ancient tabernacle 
in the wilderness, to hear the words and teaching of the new Law- 
giver, of whom Moses had been a type. 

In the tabernacle in the wilderness the sacrifices of the old dis- 
pensation used to be offered, but in the Sacred Heart of Jesus was 
offered from the beginning the sacrifice of the New Dispensation, 
viz., the life of Christ Himself, with perfect submission and willing- 
ness. The Apostle puts into our Lord’s mouth words quoted from 
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the Psalms when he writes: “Wherefore when He cometh into the 
world, He saith: ‘Sacrifice and oblation Thou wouldest not, but a 
body Thou hast fitted to me; holocausts for sin did not please Thee. 
Then said I: ‘Behold, I come, in the head of the book it is written 
of me, that I should do Thy will, O God’” (Heb. x, 5-7, cf. Ps. 
xxxix, 7, 8). 

In the wilderness a cloud hid the tabernacle when God drew near 
in order to speak with Moses; but the cloud shrouding the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus was His most Sacred Humanity; for in His holy 
body His Godhead was concealed. Only the eye of faith could 
penetrate this veil and recognize the splendor and majesty of the 
Most High God. 

In the tent of the old dispensation God accompanied His people 
and protected their camp, especially when they fought against their 
enemies. Hence they felt the greatest confidence in His help; so 
much so, that when the ark, the chief treasure of the tabernacle, 
was removed, Moses cried: “Arise, O Lord, and let Thy enemies 
be scattered, and let them that hate Thee flee from before Thy 
face.” When it was set down he said: “Return, O Lord, to the 
multitude of the host of Israel” (Num. x, 35, 36). 

Would that we displayed as much confidence in God when we 
pray to Him for help in our trials and temptations! We know that 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the tabernacle of the Most High, is in 
our midst. Our Lord Himself acknowledged that in the hour of His 
utmost peril legions of angels were ready to help Him, if only He 
asked the Father for them (Matth. xxvi, 53). He will assist us 
with His all-powerful arm, so that we need never despair, even 
though the burden of life seems unbearable, and the dangers around 
us very great. 

The holy tabernacle of the Israelites had a peculiarity that we 
must not overlook. It was the tent of the Covenant, and the chief 
outward mark of it. The Lord twelt in it as King of Israel, and 
whoever desired to live amongst the Chosen People had to ac- 
knowledge Him. Just as circumcision was to the individual Israelite 
a sign of the Covenant, so the tabernacle was the token that the 
nation collectively belonged to God. The sight of it reminded them 
of God’s fidelity to the Covenant, and the equipment of it, for 
which they were compelled to make many sacrifices, recalled to them 
the obedience that they owed to His Commandments. Both God’s 
promises and their duty of obedience are mentioned in the glorious 
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words which God addressed to them through Moses: “You have 
seen what I have done to the Egyptians, how I have carried you 
upon the wings of eagles and have taken you to Myself. If, there- 
fore, you will hear My voice and keep My Covenant, you shall be 
My peculiar possession above all people, for all the earth is Mine. 
And you shall be to Me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation” 
(Exod. xix, 4-6). 

How well do these words apply to the Sacred Heart, which may 
be called the tabernacle of the New Covenant. This Covenant is 
one of love on our Saviour’s part for us poor mortals, and His 
most Sacred Heart is the token of this love. The whole earth 
belongs absolutely to God, but He chose out one spot to be His 
dwelling—of old it was the tabernacle of the Israelites, and now 
it is the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Although the Blessed Sacrament 
is reserved in many places, His Heart is undivided. The tabernacle 
of old was protected by the whole nation, divided indeed into priests 
and laity, yet forming collectively one holy people, that was to 
live a pure unspotted life, worthy to have intercourse with God, 
the all-holy. Catholic Christians are all collectively called upon to 
protect God’s sanctuary, and they ought to be marked off by holi- 
ness of life from the nations around them, i. e., from the world 
and men living in sin. Although in the Christian Church, too, our 
Lord appointed a special class to be priests, yet, as St. Peter says, 
all Christians should be holy: “You are a chosen generation, a 
kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased people; that you may 
declare His virtues, who hath called you out of darkness into His 
marvellous light” (I. Peter ii, 9). 

May we always be mindful of this great task assigned to us, may 
we be loyal guardians of the holy temple of God in our midst, 
namely the Sacred Heart, and by our spotless way of life show 
ourselves worthy of this honor! 

On the altar we see the tabernacle, where Jesus is hidden in the 
Blessed Sacrament behind the gilded doors. The whole church is 
His sanctuary, but the tabernacle is His special shrine. 

Let us remember that He is present there not merely with the 
flesh and blood, the body and soul of His human nature, but that, 
His Divinity being inseparable from His humanity, His Sacred 
Heart is most truly the tabernacle of the Most High. He whose 
delight it is to be with the children of men, has pitched His tent 
amongst us by forming for Himself a human heart, and instituting 




















DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 4Il 


the most holy Sacrament of the altar. He dwells in our midst as 
God dwelt of old under the old Covenant, in the tabernacle. Why 
should we fear the enemies in and around us? “If armies in camp 
should stand together against me, my heart shall not fear. If a 
battle should rise up against me, in this will I be confident” (Ps. 
xxvi, 3). We ought to have the same confidence as the Psalmist. 

Our Lord’s Sacred Heart, the tabernacle of the Most High, is 
for us also, in the Holy Sacrament of the altar, the token of the 
new Covenant between God and man. In It the infinite interval 
separating the Godhead from human beings is bridged over, and 
God in His infinity and our poor human nature are most intimately 
united. 

We, too, being members of the body of the Church, the Spouse 
and Head of whom is Christ, participate in this Covenant and hope 
eventually to share its promises. Indeed when we think of the 
Sacred Heart, we have a foretaste of heaven, the city of God, of 
which St. John says in the Apocalypse: “Behold the tabernacle of 
God with men, and He will dwell with them. And they shall be 
His people, and God Himself with them shall be their God” 
(Apoc. xxi, 3). 

O Jesus, let us dwell in Thy Heart with prayer and holy love, 
and abide with Thee, our Lord and God, saying: “How lovely are 
Thy tabernacles, O Lord of hosts; my soul longeth and fainteth for 
the courts of the Lord” (Ps. Ixxxili, 2). Amen. 








SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


BY THE REV. FREDERICK REUTER 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
On MortTIFICATION 


For the last three Sundays, my dear children, you have noticed 
that the priests of God’s Church were robed in purple—the color 
of penance—and yet it is only on Ash Wednesday that Lent really 
begins. Why, then, does the Church, as early as Septuagesima 
Sunday, remind us of the season of penance by the purple vest- 
ments of her ministers? Because the first Christians, being far 
more fervent than we are, began their fast three weeks sooner. 
They imposed rigorous penances on themselves, they fasted strictly, 
they practised the most severe self-denial, and yet it was not 
because they had sinned more grievously than we, but because they 
loved God more. Let us then try to learn during these forty days 
the lesson of mortification they have so zealously taught us. 

Now, the Church, being a kind and gentle mother, does not oblige 
you, my dear children, to fast. You are growing and need food 
to give you strength. Still, there are many little acts of mortifica- 
tion you can perform in order to prepare yourself worthily for 
the great feast of Easter. It is perhaps very hard for you to arise 
the moment father or mother calls you. Instead of murmuring, 
say to yourself: “I must get up immediately for the love of Jesus. 
It is He that is calling me, and will I refuse to answer?” Or per- 
haps you have what is known as a “sweet tooth.” Cakes and 
candies are always pleasing to you. Here is another chance, then, 
of practising self-denial. Promise Jesus that you are going to 
make a sacrifice of these dainties during Lent. And, suppose your 
way from school lies past a church. Oh! what a golden oppor- 
tunity. Tell our Lord that you are going to visit Him more fre- 
quently in the Sacrament of His love; you are going to keep Him 
company if all the world neglects Him. With such sentiments as 
these you will assuredly spend a holy and happy Lenten season. 

Of all the Saints, the humble St. Zita gives us an admirable 
example of mortification. She rose early in the morning, recited 
her prayers devoutly, and attended Holy Mass. At meals she was 

412 











SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 413 


satisfied with a little. In fact, she fasted rigorously most of her life, 
and did many other works of penance. Though she suffered much 
from her mistress and fellow servants (for she herself was only 
a poor working-girl), still she overlooked their cruel treatment of 
her and repaid their insults by doing acts of kindness for them. 
All her sufferings she united with those of our Divine Lord, and 
no matter what humiliations she had to endure, she never changed 
the sweet tone of her voice nor forgot her gentle, quiet ways. And 
why should we not imitate St. Zita in her wonderful self-denial? 
There are so many opportunities of being kind to those whom we 
dislike—so many priceless chances of showing our love to God a 
little more than we have ever done heretofore. 

Another brilliant example of mortification is the good St. An- 
thony. At twenty-one he left his home to spend the rest of his 
life in the desert. There his only food was a little dry bread 
with salt, while his only drink was water. And he indulged in 
this but once a day—after sunset. Satan often came in visible 
form to tempt this good holy man. Now the archfiend would 
frighten him by making a loud noise; again he would vent his rage 
upon him by striking him until he was almost half dead. 

In the discourses which St. Anthony gave to the disciples whom 
he had trained to live as he himself was living, he often said, “Be- 
lieve me, my brethren, Satan is more afraid of the fasting, prayers, 
mortifications and good works of the servants of God than of any- 
thing else they do, because by these holy exercises they inflame 
their hearts with God’s fire of love.” 

If the body will not obey the law of God, my children, severe 
means must be tried to bring it into submission. By the works 
of penance which the saints of all ages have performed, we are 
taught the lesson, how to subjugate our body. We must not give 
it everything it craves; and not only will the observance of this 
rule make us masters of the sensual appetites, but it will also be 
a means of prolonging our lives. Unless we mortify the flesh, it 
will become unmanageable; it will gradually lead us to commit 
the most grievous sins, and in the end bring us eternal damnation. 

As I mentioned before, my dear children, the Church, on account 
of your tender age, does not require a strict fast of you, but 
all of you are obliged to abstain from eating meat on Fridays 
throughout the year. Unfortunately there are many Catholics who 
carelessly transgress this law and thereby give grave scandal. But 
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be you, my children, most exact in observing it during your whole 
lives. The very care you take not to eat meat on forbidden days 
is in itself a fast. 

King Stanislaus of Poland was always a faithful observer of 
the ancient discipline of the Church. In Lent he ate but one meal 
a day, not even allowing himself a collation in the evening. On 
Fridays he denied himself the use of fish and eggs. From 
Holy Thursday noon till the following Saturday noon, he did not 
take any nourishment, not even bread and water. That interval, 
consecrated to our Lord’s Passion, he devoted, as far as his 
affairs permitted, to prayer and almsgiving. Yet, notwithstanding 
these austerities, this good king lived to the grand old age of eighty- 
four years. Can mortification, then, be said to shorten life? And 
if a king has practised such exceptional self-denial, cannot we do 
something, too? Or are we always to be the laggards loitering in 
the rear? 

Oh! let it not be said of us, my children, that we, the favored 
onés of God’s house, are hard-hearted enough to behold our Lord 
Jesus Christ suffering and dying for us, and not do anything in 
return. Let us learn to love and practise mortification. Should 
the evil spirit come to us, even in the guise of an angel of light, let 
us not believe his lying protestations. No; let us rather say to our- 
selves: “I have resolved to serve another master—my good God, 
my Redeemer; and Him only will I adore!” 





SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
HEAVEN 


To-day I am going to tell you, my dear children, of the most 
beautiful thing God has made. Have you ever witnessed from the 
crest of a mountain the sun rising amid the golden-hued splendors 
of the morn? Or watched the same sun slowly descending ’neath 
the silvery gate of evening? Have you ever seen the pale moon 
shedding her beams of effulgent brightness on a foaming sea? Or, 
on a clear, calm night viewed the star-bedecked heavens, like so 
many precious jewels gleaming from an open casket? If you have 
ever watched God, the Master Artist, changing the scenery of the 
heavens, then you must have exclaimed in sheer amazement: “Oh! 
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how beautiful! Could God make anything more glorious, more 
worthy of our admiration than this?’ Well may you ponder the 
magnificence of the earth and sea and sky, my children, yet you 
should not stop here; God has made something far more beautiful 
than human eye has ever seen, and that masterpiece is—Heaven. 

In the town of Ranban, in Cochin-China, there lived, not many 
years ago, an eminent physician who was at the same time a fervent 
Christian. His greatest joy was to convert his pagan countrymen, 
and though most zealous in healing their bodily infirmities, he never 
neglected their spiritual wants. One of the missionary fathers 
gives an account of a vision of heaven which this good holy man 
once experienced. The father writes: “Not long after my arrival 
in that province the doctor was attacked by a dangerous illness, so 
dangerous, indeed, that his life was despaired of. The people to 
whom he had endeared himself, hearing of his condition, immedi- 
ately gathered around his bedside to pray for him. They were 
already reciting the prayers of the dying when suddenly some one 
noticed that he had ceased to breathe. To their utter surprise, 
however, he came to and said: “Oh! I have seen wonderful 
things—I have seen heaven!” “Tell us,” they said, “what God 
has shown you.” “That is impossible,’ he murmured, “for no 
tongue can describe, no mind can conceive the wonders I have 
seen.” Then he was silent. A few moments afterwards he added, 
“I saw many in heaven whom I knew here on earth as models of 
piety for their brethren.” As a proof that it was not a mere dream 
but a real vision, he immediately rose from his bed, free from all 
sickness. From that time on till his holy death, he lived an exam- 
plary life, using the concerns of this world merely as a means to 
an eternal end.” 

Why was our Blessed Lord transfigured before the eyes of the 
Apostles on Mount Tabor, if not to teach us that divine favors 
are reserved for those who by their virtues raise themselves above 
the trifling employments of earth? Let us correspond then with 
the desires of our Redeemer. Everlasting glory is promised only 
to those who take up their cross and persevere in His holy service. 
Heaven is to be won only by tribulation and suffering. 

It is related that Charles the Fifth, King of France, once 
placing on a table in his room his crown and sceptre, and on 
another his naked sword, called his son into his presence and said 
to him: “My son, make your choice between this table and that.” 
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Taking up the sword without a moment’s hesitation, the young boy 
replied with a smile: “I choose this, because with it I can win the 
sceptre and crown.” 

So it is with the Christian, my dear children. By success in 
the warfare of life, the crown is won; by bearing courageously the 
sufferings of earth, the glories of Heaven become our reward. 

“And Peter answering, said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to 
be here: if Thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles, one for 
Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.” How entranced 
St. Peter must have been at the Transfiguration of our Blessed 
Lord, since he desired to remain on that bleak mountain forever! 
Oh, my children, if a single ray of the glory of Christ could cause 
such profound emotions in the heart of St. Peter, what will our 
transcending joy be when, at the resurrection, we shall rise im- 
mortal, and shall behold our God in the splendor of His majesty! 

Will you then for a momentary pleasure renounce the everlasting 
delights of Heaven? No, my children, I cannot believe that you 
will. Rather I feel that you will do all in your power to fight 
bravely the battles of life that the crown of victory may be forever 
yours. Remember that the grace of the good God shall not be 
wanting to you. 

And what is it that our dear Lord requires of you? O, so much 
less than He required of the martyrs and saints! He desires you to 
persevere in the practises of your childhood, to be faithful to your 
prayers, and zealous in the worthy reception of the Sacraments. He 
asks you to curb your passions, to resign your will entirely to His 
holy guidance. Could He ask less? Let this be your daily resolu- 
tion, my dear children: Cost what it may, I will do all in my power 
to be true to the ideal God had in His Divine mind when He created 
me,—I will do all in my power not to lose the place He has destined 
for me in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
SIN oF Envy 


My dear Children: One quality that seems particularly to char- 
acterize our Blessed Lord throughout His most holy life is His 
infinite compassion for poor weak human beings, the creatures of 
His hand. “He had compassion on the multitude.” This word, 
again and again, sums up His attitude towards the miseries of 
mankind. On His trips through Judea and the surrounding coun- 
try, we find Him invariably followed by the blind, the deaf, and 
the dumb, and these poor sufferers never sought Him in vain. 
Just as sure as they presented their sick bodies to His healing 
touch, they were cured of their afflictions. And so in to-day’s 
Gospel we see our Divine Lord work a prodigious miracle: “Jesus 
was casting out a devil, and the same was dumb.” Now, how did 
the onlookers regard this stupendous action that was taking place 
before their very eyes? If we read the inspired words a little 
further, we will glean that “the multitude were in admiration at it; 
but some of them said, ‘He casteth out devils by Beelzebub, the 
prince of devils.’” Herein we see, my children, that though the 
miracles and examplary life of our Lord gave Him a great follow- 
ing,—though everybody was anxious to see and hear Him,—and 
though the multitude gathered around Him,—still some looked 
askance at His miracles, and put false constructions on His char- 
itable works. These were the evil-minded Pharisees who would 
neither enter Heaven themselves, nor permit others to enter. 

But, my dear boys and girls, the Pharisees of our Lord’s time 
have many followers even at the present day. There is a class of 
people who pass the most unfavorable judgment on the most 
saintly works, saying anything and everything in their thoughtless- 
ness. If one goes to Holy Communion regularly, they call him a 
hypocrite; if one is good and kind, they term him a sneaky char: 
acter; in short, a bad boy or girl can see absolutely nothing good 
in a well-behaved, religious child. Such virtue is foreign to their 
nature, and consequently they cannot understand how it can exist 
in other hearts. Immediately they become jealous,—envious of 
those who are leading a better life than they,—and rash and untrue 
judgments are the result. Guard against the vice of envy, then, 
my children, particularly with regard to the good qualities of your 
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companions. It is an abominable trait of character, hateful both 
to God and man. 

St Genevieve, it is said, while still very young, fasted and 
prayed, not only for a few hours at a time, but even for weeks 
and months. Soon her holy life began to be known far and wide, 
and people marvelled how one so young could do so much for God. 
Satan’s wrath being aroused against the saint, he put it into the 
minds of those who had been her friends to say that she was a 
hypocrite,—a pretender. The very people who once praised her 
now turned against her, and this became to the young saint one of 
the heaviest of her crosses. A good pious man, St. Germanus, 
seing the malice hidden in these reports, and being enlightened 
by the Holy Ghost, knew that envy was the cause of the evil. “No,” 
he said, “what you say of that child is not true, for she is as 
holy in her inmost soul as she appears to be in the eyes of the 
world.” Thus was the young girl freed from the censure of ma-’ 
licious tongues. 

Another point to be considered in to-day’s Gospel is the actual 
miracle performed by our Divine Lord—the restoring of speech 
to the dumb man. Have you ever asked yourselves, my dear 
children, why God has given you a tongue? Is it not to pray, to 
sing His praises, to speak the truth, to confess your faults, to com- 
fort the afflicted? Is it not to use that tongue entirely for His 
honor and glory? But as much good as the tongue can do, so much 
evil also can it accomplish, for it is a world of iniquity, as St. 
James says. How many do not purchase for themselves eternal 
ruin by their malicious sins of the tongue! 

A dumb woman was one day brought to St. Vincent that he 
might confer on her the gift of speech. Although she had never 
uttered a word before, she said to the Saint: “Give me the power 
to speak, and direct me how to lead a holy life.” To her appealing 
petition St. Vincent calmly replied: “You may be directed how to 
lead a holy life, but as to the power of speech, it is better for you 
to be dumb than to be damned for the sins of the tongue. Even 
though you now speak, that power shall forthwith be taken away 
from you.” No sooner had the saint uttered these words than the 
woman became dumb as before. 

“From the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” our 
Blessed Lord Himself has told us; therefore, if God be in your 
heart, He will also be on your lips. In this one thing at least we 
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can all imitate the saints: we can keep vigilant watch over our 
congues so as never to utter an uncharitable word, never to tell a 
lie nor speak about our neighbor’s fauits. By such sins we abuse 
the faculty of speech which God has conferred upon us. 

St. Francis de Sales was so straightforward as a boy that he 
never tried to palliate his faults in any way by excusing himself. 
It happened one day that he broke a glass by accident, but 
he preferred to be punished severely rather than say the least 
thing contrary to truth. His good mother had so instructed him: 
“Never tell a lie, my child. Lying lips are an inheritance from 
the devil, and, therefore, a child that tells a lie is a child of Satan.” 
These words made such an impression upon the youthful Francis 
that he preferred the severest chastisement rather than utter a 
falsehood. 

Learn this lesson, my dear children, from the Gospel of to-day: 
Never be envious, for thus you will avoid many unjust judg- 
ments and sins of the tongue. None of you wish to be like the 
Pharisees who went with Jesus on His journey from place to place. 
Rather be ye among the faithful disciples who would follow Him 
even to prison and to death, because you believe that He is Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 





FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
Hoty CoMMUNION 


What gentle, persuasive eloquence our Divine Lord must have 
used, my dear children, to induce these good people of Judea, some- 
times even for days at a time, to leave their ordinary avocations 
and hie with him to mountain or desert in order that they might 
receive the doctrine of truth falling from His sacred lips! They 
were so eager to hear His words that the Evangelist tells us they 
even forgot to partake of food. But Jesus knew that they were 
hungry, and that was enough. Accordingly he performed another 
stupendous miracle,—the multiplication of the loaves. 

All you children hearing my words know what it is to be 
hungry. As soon as you have said your prayers in the morning, 
the first thing you ask is, “Mother, is breakfast ready?” And when 
you come home from school, too, you like to visit the pantry to 
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see if there are any goodies around. Now if I asked you, my 
children, “Why do you eat?” you would immediately answer, “If 
we did not eat, Father, we could not live.” And it is a similar 
response our Lord uses when the question applies to our immortal 
soul. Just as the body needs food to keep it alive, so the soul needs 
sustenance to save it from eternal death. And what is the food 
that Jesus has given us and left here amongst us till the end of 
time? None other than Himself in the Holy Eucharist, the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar. Every day, from the rising of the sun 
till the going down thereof, this mystical bread is multiplied and 
distributed in His name. 

To the great edification of all his subjects, Henry IV., King 
of France, was a frequent recipient of the holy Sacraments. He 
was thus ever prepared for death. “You know,” he used to say, 
“I cannot foresee what is going to happen to me, and I want to 
be always ready to die.” It was fortunate for him that he thus 
kept himself in the state of grace, for one day he was attacked 
by an assassin and cruelly murdered. In speaking of him St. 
Francis said, “The greatest happiness of this good king was to 
be a dutiful son of the Church, and it is this thought that now 
gives me consolation. He was well prepared, and I am confident 
that God has been gracious to him.” 

Like this pious king, my dear children, you should ever keep 
yourselves prepared for death. You know not what may befall 
you. It behooves you then to be on your guard, so that when our 
Lord gives the final summons you may be ready to respond to His 
gracious call. 

With what ardent delight must not the good people, for whom our 
Lord worked the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves, have 
partaken of the repast furnished them by the Saviour of the world! 
In like manner, should not the soul of the worthy communicant 
experience a heavenly joy when receiving the sacred Body of our 
Blessed Lord? 

It is related by Father Hunolt, of the Society of Jesus, that 
two students once agreed that, if God would allow it, the one who 
should die first should appear to the other and tell him how he 
fared in the next world. Shortly afterward one of them died, 
and, by permission of God, appearing resplendent with heavenly 
glory to his fellow student, he told him that through God’s mercy 
he had been saved. The other, congratulating him on his happiness, 











SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 421 


asked him how it was he had merited such favor from Almighty 
God; to which the happy soul replied: “I have merited it by the 
care with which I always tried to receive Holy Communion 
worthily.” With these words the spirit disappeared, while his com- 
panion experienced feelings of the deepest consolation, accompanied 
by an ardent desire to imitate His example. 

If our Divine Lord sees you, my dear children, approach the 
Holy Table with true affection, He will return you love for love 
and become for you a support in all your trials. When you go to 
Holy Communion, therefore, you should give evidence by your 
exterior conduct of the deep interior recollection that fills your 
soul. Always approach the altar with reverence and holy fear, 
lest the sacred Bread of which you partake should serve to your 
condemnation rather than to your sanctification. 

Not many years ago, a little girl, devout and pure as an angel, 
knelt at the altar-rail on a certain Sunday, and earnestly begged 
her Saviour, whom she had just received with sentiments of tender 
devotion and glowing love, to let her die before she would soil 
the white garment of her innocence. And behold what happened! 
In the evening, a little after sunset, her pure soul took its flight 
to heaven. Her parents laid her out in the same white dress 
she had worn in the morning, and, though many tears were shed 
over her coffin, still the bitterness of the mourners was assuaged 
by the consoling thought that God had called the child in her 
innocence, whilst, if she had lived, she might not have saved 
her soul. Her father, who for many years had been a slave to his 
passions, was so touched by the death of his child that he renounced 
his evil life and was thoroughly converted. 

The Holy Eucharist sustains our soul in the wilderness of this 
world, and enables us to reach the true mount of God. Let us 
then, my children, often partake of this heavenly nourishment, so 
that we may one day enter into the kingdom of celestial glory, there 
to praise God in everlasting happiness forever and ever! 
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PASSION SUNDAY 
SIN AND Its CONSEQUENCES 


“They took up stones therefore to cast at Him: but Jesus hid 
Himself and went out of the temple.” 


To such lengths as this, my dear children, did the hatred of 
the Jews for our Divine Lord carry them in their frenzy: “They 
took up stones to cast at Him.” Those who had received only 
benefits from that sacred Hand, those who had been healed of divers 
diseases by its Divine touch, now turn their backs upon their 
benefactor and wish to kill Him. Can such hatred enter into the 
mind of man against man? Even of man against God? Ah! It 
is only too true, my dear boys and girls. And the Jews are not alone 
in their sin of base ingratitude. Do not you, too, show your hatred 
against your greatest benefactor,—God, your supreme Good,—when 
you commit sin? And what means it to have the Almighty as your 
enemy? You remember the terrible sentence passed against Lucifer 
when he revolted against his Maker: Powerful as he was before 
his fall, he, the most resplendent of the heavenly intelligences, 
was hurled to the depths of hell. Oh, what a fearful thing it is 
to fall into the hands of the living God! And if man in his 
poor finite nature rebels against his Creator,—when the measure 
of his iniquity is complete,—he, too, is cast into the dread abyss. 
Remember the words of our Blessed Lord: “Fear not them who 
can kill the body, but rather fear the one who can cast both body 
and soul into hell!” 


Two soldiers were one day passing through a town where a 
mission was in progress. They had but little religion and both were 
leading sinful lives——but one of them said to his comrade: “Let 
us go to hear a sermon.” No sooner said than done. They entered 
the church and found the good missionary preaching on hell. 


When the sermon was over, they rose and left the church to- 
gether. Having reached the street the one said to the other: “Do 
you believe all that the priest said?” “No,” responded his com- 
panion with a satirical laugh; “I believe it is all nonsense,—sheer 
nonsense invented to frighten people.” “Well, for my part,” re- 
joined the first speaker, “I believe it; and to prove to you that 
I am sincere, I intend to quit the army and repair to a monastery.” 
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“Go where you please,” said the other; “I shall continue my jour- 
ney.” And so the two parted. 

His journey was not yet completed, however, when the last 
speaker fell ill and died. His companion, now in the monastery, 
hearing of his death, prayed thus to God: “O my God, reveal to me 
the state of the soul of my friend who has just departed.” For 
his greater good God was pleased to let his companion appear to 
him. Recognizing him at once, the monk asked, “Tell me, where 
are you in the next world?” “I am in hell,’ replied the other in 
direful accents; “I am lost for all eternity.” “O wretched man,” 
responded the monk, “and do you now believe what the missionary 
said about that place of torments?” “Yes, I believe it,” he groaned. 
“The missionary was wrong in only one thing: he did not tell us 
the hundredth part of what is suffered here.” Having spoken 
these words the apparition disappeared, leaving the penitent soldier 
thanking God for the grace he had received. 

By sin, my children, you sell yourselves to the devil; you become 
his slave; and Satan, in wrathful jealousy lest you may reach 
heaven, deprives your soul of all its merits, and thus takes away 
its rights to eternal reward. The good actions you have performed, 
the Masses you have heard, the Holy Communions you have 
received,—all, all are of no avail if you die in mortal sin, and 
stand before your Maker poor and forsaken, with no one to help 
you. By mortal sin you renounce your heirship to heaven. Just 
as a man who would destroy all his furniture, set fire to his home, 
and throw his money into the river, would be regarded as a mad- 
man, so you too are utterly devoid of sense if you barter your 
eternal welfare for sinful joy by committing even one mortal sin. 

A strange story is told of a certain man who in pagan times 
was condemned to suffer a fearful punishment for some crime he 
had committed. His sentence was that a dead body should be 
fastened to him in such a way that he could never loosen himself 
from it. The wretched man trembled with fright when he saw the 
terrible load he was to carry, and when he felt its weight pressing 
upon him, the feeling of his close companionship with death pierced 
his very bones. In the light of day, he constantly discerned the 
eyes of the dead man turned upon him; in the darkness of night, 
he suffered the intolerable anguish of realizing that the putrid 
body was his only companion. At last, the poor wretch lost his 
reason, and died from the effect of his terrible punishment. 
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Children, this is a fitting picture of the sinner who goes about 
day after day, weighed down by the crimes that are bearing him 
onward to destruction. Therefore, my dear boys and girls, if you 
are in sin, resolve to go to confession that you may cleanse your 
soul from every stain. Let nothing estrange you from your God. 
Wherever you are, model your life on the purity and innocence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and His Blessed Mother, that they may 
receive you at your death into the eternal mansions. 
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“Then Jesus was led by the spirit into the desert, to be tempted by the 
devil.” — Matt. iv, 1. 

Jesus, as far as He was Man, was guided by the Holy Spirit, 
and feeling impelled by the Spirit to go into the desert, He went 
without delay. Christians, in whom the Holy Ghost dwells, are 
prompted to do right and practise good works, and St. Paul says: 
“Whosoever are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God” (Rom. viii, 14). If we wish to be true children of God, we 
must follow the promptings of His Holy Spirit, who stimulates 
our will to what is good, but does not compel us to do it, because 
we are free to cooperate with His action. 

Even the holiest suggestions of the Holy Ghost remain fruitless, 
unless we exert ourselves to comply with them. This is why our 
knowledge is so often fruitless, our resolutions vain and our desires 
unfulfilled; this is why so many of our days are wasted, and in 
spite of pious thoughts and words we make no progress in well- 
doing. We ought to be able to say always with the Psalmist: “I 
have run the way of Thy commandments, when Thou didst enlarge 
my heart” (Ps. cxviii, 32). 

It is for the Holy Ghost to enlighten, lead and urge us on our 
way, but it is for us to run; we ought, however, to be on our guard 
not to confuse our own ideas and the suggestions of our own 
vanity and self-love with the promptings of the Holy Spirit. A 
work which we feel impelled to undertake may in itself be excel- 
lent, and yet our impulse to do it may not proceed from the Holy 
Ghost; and we often must examine our motives very carefully 
before we can be sure that our impulse is from God. 

Supposing we discover some bad motive, for instance, a desire 
to please ourselves ; or supposing, when doing some unusually good 
deed, we do it because of an obstinate determination to do some- 
thing extraordinary, although it involves the neglect of what is 
strictly our duty,—then the impulse is not from the Holy Ghost, 
or, at least, it is not altogether from Him, but self-love is mingled 
with it. Where this is the case, we are led, not by the Spirit that 
led our Lord, but by the spirit of self-will, that is none the better 
for being hidden under a cloak of piety, but is more dangerous 
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and destructive than other forms of obstinacy. Let us therefore 
ask God always to preserve us from any impulse proceeding from 
self-will that pretends to be pious, but, on the contrary, to give us 
strength at all times and in all circumstances to follow the Holy 
Spirit. 

The desert chosen by our Lord for His forty days’ fast was that 
known now as Quarantana, between Jerusalem and Jericho, the 
same wilderness in which, according to Christ’s parable, the man 
travelling from Jerusalem fell into the hands of robbers, and was 
afterwards found and rescued by the Good Samaritan. The fathers 
of the Church regard this man as a type of the whole human race, 
which had fallen under the dominion of sin, and had been robbed 
of the supernatural life of sanctifying grace, whilst the Samaritan, 
who saved and healed mankind, was our Lord Himself. 

Therefore, He began to prepare Himself for the task of saving 
and healing souls in the very desert where the Samaritan had pre- 
figured Him by showing charity to the wounded traveller. 

“Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the 
devil.” 

We must not understand these words to mean that the Holy 
Ghost arranged the temptation, but rather that He foresaw how 
Jesus would be tempted there, and allowed it. Why should Jesus 
be tempted? Was it befitting the character of the Messias? Yes, 
and we may learn most consoling lessons from the reasons why 
He was tempted. St. John Chrysostom tells us that it was His 
will to suffer the temptation, in order that those who after Bap- 
tism are grievously assailed by it, may not be discouraged and con- 
fused, as if something extraordinary were befalling them, but may 
withstand the temptation steadfastly, regarding it as a necessary 
sequel to their confession of faith. They have taken up arms in 
order to fight, not to remain at peace. Hence the thought of our 
Saviour’s temptation in the wilderness should give us comfort; the 
fact of being tempted is no reason for sorrow, and all excessive 
sadness, anxiety and confusion in time of temptation are injurious, 
for they diminish our confidence and courage, and therefore are 
allies of the evil one. It is no sin to be tempted; the sin is to con- 
sent to temptation. 

With what calm dignity did Jesus encounter the tempter! It 
was His will to undergo temptation to teach us how we ought to 
act when tempted; and the first lesson that we learn from His 
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example is to trust quietly in God. Excessive fear suggests the 
thought that it is impossible for us to resist. Such fear may 
appear pious, but it is really very bad, and we ought to answer the 
suggestion by saying: “Of course I cannot resist in my own 
strength, but I can do so through Him whose incomprehensible love 
makes Him always ready to help us with His power.” 

Our Lord displayed His infinite love by allowing Himself to be 
tempted. He wanted to show us how thoroughly in every point 


He became one of ourselves, sin only excepted. He went into the . 


wilderness to prove clearly that as He was tempted Himself, He 
can help those who are also tempted, and that He won strength and 
grace for us to be able to resist, as He did. Therefore, if we 
study His temptation, we shall be delivered from all doubt as to 
our ability to resist our own; and we shall be firmly convinced of 
His love, ever powerful to help us; we shall be inflamed with love 
of Him, and shall rejoice when this love is put to the test in many 
painful struggles, and our repeated victories procure us more 
merit for heaven. 

The temptations undergone by our Lord in the wilderness were 
not the only ones that He suffered—He was tempted to the hour 
of His death. Were not the threats and persecution of His ene- 
mies temptations, suggesting to Him to abandon His sacred task 
of teaching, consoling and saving mankind? But neither the temp- 
tations of the devil nor the hostility of men could make Him dis- 
loyal to His heavenly Father. He triumphed in the turmoil of the 
city and amidst the outcry of His angry foes, as He had done on the 
lonely banks of the Jordan. Like His resurrection, His whole life 
and His death were an uninterrupted triumph; and the life of every 
Christian should be the same. We know not what our life may 
bring forth, nor does it matter, if only the whole of it is a victory 
over temptation and sin. Let us beg the Holy Ghost to guide and 
direct us, promising to obey His suggestions, admonitions and com- 
mands. When the last temptation has left us, death will carry us 
up to the summit of the holy mountain, and we shall behold the 
indescribable happiness bestowed by God upon those who worship 
Him, and our lot will be with the angels in heaven. Amen: 
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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 


“He was transfigured before them.”—Matt. xvii, 2. 

Our Lord was transfigured before His three most highly favored 
disciples, Peter, James and John, on a lonely mountain whither 
He had led them. He shows Himself in His glory to those who 
seek Him apart from the world, in prayer and meditation. He 
was transfigured before the three Apostles who were especially to 
bear witness to Him; before Peter, the Head of the Church; James, 
who as bishop of Jerusalem was the first of the Apostles to die 
a martyr’s death, and John, destined to outlive all the rest, and to 
preach to the faithful even to the end of the first century, defend- 
ing our Lord’s divinity against the attacks of unbelievers and 
heretics. 

He was transfigured before them, that His subsequent Passion 
might not make them waver in their faith, He was transfigured 
before them that, when afterwards He should hang upon the 
Cross, they might see in Him not a weak, dying human being, but 
God incarnate, revealing His majesty most gloriously in the humil- 
iation and shame of His suffering. He was transfigured because of 
His Passion, and His Passion was His transfiguration. The Church 
points to this truth by ordering the gospel account of the transfig- 
uration to be read in Lent. Suffering and pain transfigure men 
also, for pain marks a man off from others, and to generous hearts 
a sufferer is more worthy of honor than a prosperous person. Pain 
borne with patience gives us the impression of being something 
great; it arouses our sympathy and draws us nearer together. 
Sorrow endured in common has far greater power to unite men 
than joy. Pain can transform men, and we feel the truth of this 
fact deep in our hearts, and it is confirmed by a sort of affectation, 
very common at the present time, which aims at imitating pain, 
and makes people delight in fancied misfortunes and imaginary suf- 
ferings, so that they delude themselves and others with the idea 
that they are lonely and forsaken, hoping thus to make themselves 
interesting to themselves and others, and to have at least the 
appearance of being transformed by pain. Of course this kind 
of imaginary suffering has no transforming effect whatever, but 
only obscures one’s understanding, for a morbid desire of pain, a 
fancy that one is unhappy, is a proof of want of sense. 

Real pain not only transforms us in the sight of others, but a 
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soul that actually suffers is transformed by manifold kinds of ex- 
perience, dearly bought but very precious, and by a kind of stead- 
fastness and courage derived from pain. This is true of merely 
ordinary suffering, but it is still more true of that endured by a 
Christian who strives to follow our Lord’s example. 

Before His transfiguration on Thabor the face of Christ shone 
as the sun and His garments became white as snow, and when 
afterwards He was transfigured by the infinite love with which He 
suffered on Calvary, His head was crowned with thorns in token of 
His transfiguration by suffering. To this crown of thorns the 
Church refers the following prophecy of Holy Scripture: “Go 
forth, ye daughters of Zion (ye faithful souls) and see Solo- 
mon in his diadem” (Cant. iii, 11). “Solomon” means peaceful, 
and we know who is the true Solomon, the real Bringer of Peace, 
whose head was crowned with the most glorious diadem, even the 
crown of thorns, marking His transfiguration by pain. It is 
also the crown of His mercy, for when was divine mercy ever dis- 
played more unmistakably than when our Saviour, being crowned 
with thorns, suffered for us, when He cried with a loud voice: 
“It is consummated. Father, into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit”? 

At that moment the angels in heaven exulted, crying: “Praise ye 
the Lord, for His mercy is great, and of His goodness there is no 
end.” But on earth there was a solemn silence as when the spirit 
of God moved over the waters at the creation, for now the great 
work was accomplished which should cause a new race to rise from 
the waters of baptism, free from the dreary darkness of sin. 
Christ’s crown of thorns was also the crown of His mercy and 
likewise of His triumph on earth. 

As a crown it reminds us that He who wears it is a King, the 
King of righteousness, and in heaven it has been changed into a 
crown of glory. As Jesus on the Cross bent His head, crowned with 
thorns, many graves of just men were opened; and when He comes 
as Judge, wearing the crown of glory, all graves will be opened, 
and all the just will rise again. With joy will they behold the glory 
of their King, from whose hand they will themselves receive their 
crowns. With what gratitude will they then think of the crown of 
thorns that obtained such glory for them! In the same way, for 
the disciples as well as for their Master, all earthly pain will be 
transfigured in eternity. 
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Our own crown of thorns will often inspire us with sympathy 
for the sorrows of others. He who has suffered much himself 
knows how to comfort and help others, and thus his crown of 
thorns is also turned into a crown of mercy. 

Our Lord’s crown of thorns reminds us also of His divine 
justice, which will one day exact a terrible penalty from those who 
have been disloyal to their King and have rejected the crown of 
earthly suffering. A man makes a right use of suffering if he 
lets it encourage him to practise Christian justice, and is led on 
by it to virtue and away from evil. It is better for us to suffer 
and to be united with God than to live in pleasure and amuse- 
ment apart from Him. Every sorrow ought to remind us of the 
justice of God, who in His love leads us to heaven on a thorny 
path, in order that eternal suffering may not be our lot hereafter. 

Let us, therefore, profit by the thorny crown of suffering, and 
never forget to live so as to please God, and then our crown will 
some day obtain for us the crown of glory, transfiguration on His 
holy mountain, and complete fulfilment of all that He in His infinite 
love has promised us through Moses and the Prophets and the 
holy Apostles. Our Lord’s transfiguration was effected by suffering, 
and so is that of every true Christian whose heart gathers strength 
from suffering, and who is encouraged by it not to swerve from 
the path of duiy, but to go forward bravely until he attains the 
crown of everlasting glory. 

We have looked at Jesus transfigured on Thabor and crowned 
with thorns on Calvary, and we have learned that pain is intended 
to transform a Christian; but if it only casts a cloud of discontent 
and anger, of selfishness and sin over his soul, there can be no 
transfiguration either on earth or in heaven, but thorns of suffering 
in both this life and the next. May the crown of earthly pain some 
day be changed for us all into that of everlasting glory and happi- 
ness. Amen. 
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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 


“Every kingdom divided against itself shall be brought to desolation, and 
house upon house shall fall.”—Luke xi, 17. 


Our Lord was proving that He did not drive out devils by aid 
of the devil, and pointed out that wherever strife, emulation and 
division prevail, desolation and destruction must inevitably follow. 
He took as His illustration a kingdom divided against itself, the 
people being engaged in civil war; and He argued that it was im- 
possible for the devil to be helping Him to drive out devils. 


These words may, however, teach us another excellent lesson, 
viz.: that if we suffer discord to reign within us, we must expect 
nothing but misery. Yet such discord is very common; it is a state 
of discontent due to absence of peace of mind, in spite of the en- 
joyment of temporal prosperity. We want to serve God without 
denying ourselves; we accuse ourselves again and again of our 
faults, repent of them and mourn over them, and then commit 
them afresh. 


This discord entered into us with original sin, since which time, 
as St. Paul says, the flesh has been warring against the spirit; 
and we can overcome this inward disturbance only by the grace 
of Him who has crushed the serpent’s head. It ceases to torment 
us when what is good and noble in us has obtained permanent do- 
minion over what is evil and base. If with our whole mind and 
strength we are in union with God, peace and harmony will reign 
in our hearts and make us happy, for we shall be freed from that 
inward discord that drags us this way and that, now to what is 
good, and now to what is evil, and is an incessant source of rest- 
lessness and spiritual misery. 


If we wish to avoid this inward discord and discontent, this sense 
of unhappiness at heart, we must be resolute. First of all try to 
ascertain clearly what God wants of you; for where there is no real 
recognition of His will there will be constant uncertainty and ques- 
tioning whether we ought to do this or that; and in such a state of 
doubt determined action is impossible. A man, wandering in the 
dark in an unknown locality, cannot take a decided step forward. 
We need, in the first place, a definite knowledge of our duties, and 
our reason will enable us to obtain this. It is, therefore, most 
essential to avail ourselves of every opportunity of developing our 
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reason. The less training is bestowed upon our reason, the more 
apt is our imagination to run riot, and imagination is never a safe 
guide to tell us our duty. We may strive in vain to be pious if 
we allow our imagination to decide what is our duty; for it is easily 
influenced by sensuality and self-love, it is ready to take a false view 
of things and to regard what is absolutely wrong as permissible, or 
even as good and noble. No inconsiderable part of modern litera- 
ture bears witness to this truth, for barefaced wickedness is often 
represented as harmless and justified, whilst the moral teaching 
is so distorted, and absurd eccentricities so highly praised as genuine 
virtue, that it is really no wonder if uncritical readers store up in 
their minds the most contradictory views regarding morality. The 
peculiar moral teaching in such books is no whit better or less 
injurious than downright immorality. Even if the teaching has 
a good tendency, making for virtue and piety, it is not on that 
account much less dangerous than if it diverges altogether from the 
right path; perhaps it discovers sins where there are no sins, and 
makes exaggerated demands upon its victim, plunging him into deep 
depression, because he is unable to comply with these demands, and, 
by robbing him of all courage, it leads him astray from what is 
good. A truly religious training of the intellect is most essential 
to give us clear and definite principles regarding our duty. When 
you have once recognized something as a duty, pleasing to God, 
“Be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus” (II. Tim. ii, 1). 

When you have made a good resolution, be true to yourselves and 
to Christ; do not waver to and fro. Doubts may arise within you, 
and various opinions and temptations; hours may come when you 
are inclined to change your mind, since what appeared at first to be 
right may seem doubtful and uncertain. Do not yield to these 
temptations; renew your resolution that you formed after due 
deliberation and after earnest prayer. 

To act in one way to-day, and in another to-morrow—to sow to- 
day and to root up to-morrow, to build to-day and to pull down to- 
morrow—all this leads to nothing, especially in striving after piety. 
If we go on in this way, one day will pass after another and the 
day of our death will find us as devoid of merit as the day of our 
birth. Be strong to resist all fickleness that is due to your own 
changes of mind. 

Be strong, too, against fickleness due to outward influences. It 
is not much good to have a pious heart if it is not at the same time 
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steadfast. If it were our lot to be always with friends like our- 
selves, anxious to lead good lives, then it would be easy enough to 
be good. If we always had a hand to guide us, or a voice to warn 
us, our own want of determination might be replaced by that of 
others. But a Christian has to go out into the world and stand his 
ground there. It is not difficult to be resolute in quiet retirement, but 
to abide by what has once for all been recognized as a right, although 
countless voices reject it as foolish, false and ridiculous—that is a 
difficult task. The world has often been compared with a market, and 
the comparison is apt. Especially at the present time there is so much 
confusion of opposing theories, each man wishing to draw atten- 
tion to his own, so that, unless we cling fast to Jesus Christ, we shall 
be hopelessly bewildered. One person extols as a virtue what another 
scorns as folly; and one calls noble what another denounces as mean. 
As a rule all the rabble on the market-place are of one mind only 
when they can abuse the Catholic Church and despise true virtue. 
If you do not accustom yourselves, when you are young, to hold 
fast what you know to be good, caring nothing for taunts and 
mockery, and not being credulous in contradiction, you are only 
too likely to adopt one perverse doctrine after another, and to be- 
come the plaything of all in turn. You will let yourselves be per- 
suaded that black is.white, and white is black, and finally you will 
not know what you ought to believe and do, and you will be aware 
in the depths of your hearts that you are not in union with God, and 
your souls will be distracted with that anxiety and discontent that 
are sO common nowadays, because without Jesus there can be 
nothing but discord in our hearts. 

How can we overcome want of resolution in ourselves and of 
weakness in face of temptations and false teaching from without? 
“If God be for us,” says St. Paul, “who can be against us?” (Rom. 
viii, 31), and this thought is our comfort and strength. By means 
of earnest prayer, renewal of good resolutions, and constant efforts 
to increase our knowledge of our holy religion, we may steady our- 
selves, and God will give us strength and not allow any one to be 
at variance with His better self, but will help us to act as we think, 
and always to think in a way pleasing to Him. He will warn you 
when false principles are likely to mislead you; He will help you 
to unite true piety with steadfastness of purpose. “Every kingdom 
divided against itself shall be brought to desolation, and house upon 
house shall fall.’ Every soul that is really united with God, and 
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determined to continue one with Him, will be a kingdom of God and 
an abode of His grace. No cunning, no deception and no malice 
will succeed in robbing such a soul of its faith and goodness; it 
will serve God with inward peace until He calls it to our everlasting 
home. Amen. 





FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 


“Whence shall we buy bread that these may eat?”—John vi, 5. 

A great multitude was following Jesus, because they had seen 
the miracles that He wrought on the sick. These words show us 
why the Church has selected this Gospel to be read during Lent. 
This holy season should encourage us to follow Jesus with zeal, 
to cling to Him without wavering, and to be loyal to Him always. 
The miracle of the feeding of the five thousand ought to quicken 
and strengthen our zeal. The events leading up to this wonderful 
occurrence were the following: Our Lord had sent out His disciples 
two and two, that they might preach the Kingdom of Heaven and 
the coming of the Redeemer. On their return they reported to 
Him what they had done. About the same time Herod began to 
be suspicious regarding Jesus, of whose teaching and deeds he had 
heard. St. Luke says: “Now Herod, the tetrarch, heard of all 
things that were done by Him, and he was in doubt because it was 
said by some that John was risen from the dead, and by other some 
that Elias hath appeared, and by others that one of the ancient 
prophets hath arisen. And Herod said: ‘John I have beheaded, 
but who is this of whom I hear such things?’ and he sought to see 
Him. And the Apostles, when they were returned, told Him all 
they had done” (Luke ix, 7-10). Our Lord knew well what Herod 
meant by wanting to see Him, and, to avoid this danger, and also to 
give His disciples some rest after their journey, He crossed by boat 
from the west to the east side of the Sea of Galilee, and went into a 
desert region. The multitude, however, having witnessed His 
miracles and heard His teaching, watched with dismay the departure 
of Him whom they revered so much; and sorrowfully looked at 
the boat that was conveying Him across the lake. In human 
existence weeping and lamentation are of no use at all, if we do not 
steadily resolve to acquire that, which we cannot see absent without 
grief. If these people had stood weeping on the shore, and had 
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gone home despondent, after Jesus had passed out of their sight, 
their zeal would not have been of the right sort, and would never 
have enabled them to find Him. Our resolutions are often of this 
kind; we see that Jesus is no longer beside us; we are in a state 
of sin calculated to drive Him still further from us, and our resolu- 
tions are nothing but mere wishes to be reunited with Him, mere 
lamentation over our faults. Because we talk a great deal of Jesus 
and His love we flatter ourselves that we possess really pious zeal; 
but unless we follow the example of the multitude by the Lake of 
Galilee, our zeal is unprofitable. They looked after Him, not simply 
mourning His departure, but in order to see in what direction He 
was going. Having watched the boat start, they guessed where 
He would land, and then they made haste to go round the lake. 
Thus they set us a good example of zeal for Jesus. We ought first 
to ask: “Where is He? where shall we find Him, in what good 
work? in what act of self-denial?’ And when once we know 
where He is, in this duty or in that action, or that He demands 
this or that of us, then let us press forward and follow Him. That 
is not the time to ask whether it is convenient to us or not—whether 
it is easy or difficult, our business is to overtake Him. The multi- 
tudes of old forgot the necessaries of life in their anxiety to be with 
Him; and we, too, ought to set aside all earthly advantages, all 
worldly considerations, if it is a question of being near Him, of 
clinging to Him and of being faithful. This is true zeal for Jesus 
Christ, and if we possess it we may be sure that He will never for- 
sake us, but will care for us tenderly. 

He cares for those who trust Him. What a consoling truth! 
How plainly is it revealed to us in to-day’s Gospel! And yet ex- 
perience often seems to point the other way, and those who trust 
Him appear to be forsaken. But did not the poor, hungry people 
seem forsaken? Did not our Lord Himself appear to be somewhat 
embarrassed about them? “Whence shall we buy bread that these 
may eat?” Neither Jesus nor His Apostles had money enough to 
buy bread for so many. This is plain from St. Philip’s answer: 
“Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that 
every one may take a little.” And even if the necessary money had 
been forthcoming, there was not so much bread available, there was 
only a boy with five barley loaves and two fishes for sale, so that 
in addition to the want of money, it would have been impossible to 
buy enough bread. Jesus, instead of consoling the hungry multi- 
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tude that had followed Him so faithfully, seemed to deprive them 
of their last hope by acknowledging their pitiful plight, and saying: 
“Whence shall we buy bread?” Yet He allowed them to realize 
their helpless condition so thoroughly only that they might be more 
firmly convinced by the miracle that He was on the point of work- 
ing. They were to seem forsaken, in order that His love and power 
might be revealed more gloriously. 

It is often thus in the various difficulties and misfortunes of life. 
So many obstacles and trials present themselves that a man seems 
hopelessly lost. In many cases he has neither money nor bread, or, 
in other words, he has no prospect of help; in fact it appears im- 
possible for him to escape from his difficulties and troubles. More- 
over, it frequently happens that external misfortunes are accom- 
panied by inward desolation; Jesus seems to have forsaken him. 
Yet this intense sense of helplessness in many cases is the precursor 
of wonderful help. Just when all seems lost, our Lord’s voice rings 
out unexpectedly : “Sit down, ye who are weighed down by misery,” 
—and He comes to give them strength and power. 

Jesus said: “Make the men sit down,” and there was much grass 
in the place. We often hear that many who are faithful to Him 
die in misery without ever experiencing His wonderful help. Has 
He, therefore, reaily forsaken them? Is earthly happiness the 
highest form of happiness? The place where the weary multitude 
sat down reminds us of that far more glorious abode where those 
who follow Jesus loyally will some day have their rest. Is earthly 
misery the most intense that can befall us? Do our Lord’s promises 
all apply to this world? Those crowds of Jews, eager for knowledge, 
sat on the grass, whilst He stood before them as their Provider, 
from whom they received food and nourishment. How vividly 
does this scene represent the glorious future, when all the elect, 
gathered together as one great family, will rest round Jesus in His 
Kingdom, receiving from Him the bread of everlasting life and 
unending happiness. 

Then all will be made good, then He will repay us with unspeak- 
able bliss for all that we have suffered for His sake. Therefore let 
us often renew our resolution to seek Him with holy zeal, and to be 
faithful to Him until the end; then we shall often experience His 
wonderful help even in this world, and when in His incompre- 
hensible wisdom He sees fit to withdraw this help, we ought to know 
that our souls, now hungering after righteousness and thirsting after 
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rest and consolation, will be crowned with all joy in His eternal 
Kingdom. Amen. 





PASSION SUNDAY 


“Thou hast set my tears in thy sight, as also in thy promise.”—Ps. lv, 9. 


God has promised to set our tears in His sight, to come to our 
assistance when we are in trouble, and to comfort and strengthen 
us with His grace. We cannot go through life without meeting 
Jesus on His path of suffering, that is to say, without suffering with 
our Master, without being convinced of the truth of the words: “If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me” (Matth. xvi, 24). Whenever anything un- 
pleasant, annoying or unfortunate befalls us, we meet, as it were, 
Jesus carrying His Cross. In such cases we may learn much and 
derive much comfort from our Lady’s sorrow, when she met her 
Divine Son laden with the Cross on the way to Calvary. 

What a night of agony must she have passed after taking leave 
of Him! She spent the weary hours in weeping, not in sleep, for 
never for a moment could she forget that He whom she loved most 
on earth was in the hands of His enemies. It is most painful to 
witness the agony of those whom we love without being able to 
alleviate it; and it is almost unbearable suffering not to know what 
their cruel fate is. Fear and anxiety work upon our imagina- 
tion, until we picture them enduring the most horrible tortures. 
How slowly does time pass, how long is every minute, and a night 
spent in such agonizing fears seems an eternity! 

What must have been our Lady’s sorrow when she learned that 
her Divine Son was in the hands of His most bitter enemies, from 
whose hearts the thirst for His Blood had driven out all human 
sympathy ! 

The night at last came to an end, and St. John, the beloved 
disciple entered, his face pale, his eyes dim with tears, and his voice 
trembling so that he could hardly utter the terrible words: “Jesus 
is condemned to death.” How different was the message brought 
by the angelic disciple from that brought years before by the angel! 
' Gabriel greeted our Lady as blessed among women, but St. John 
greeted her as the most sorrowful Mother. Yet the angel’s message 
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was inevitably followed by that of the Apostle, and if we reflect 
on this fact we shall perceive Mary’s real greatness revealed in her 
answer: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me ac- 
cording to thy word.” 

After receiving these tidings she rose up and went out, accom- 
panied by St. John, Mary Magdalen and other holy women. She 
was determined to witness the fearful sacrifice that her dearly- 
loved Son was about to offer for the sins of the world. Her 
motherly heart shrank from the awful sight to be seen in the streets 
of Jerusalem and before Pilate’s tribunal, but her love of Jesus 
gave her strength and enabled her to endure unspeakable anguish of 
mind. Standing in the street leading to Calvary, she awaited with 
dread the coming of her Son. What a spectacle did she behold! 
As St. Bernard says, she saw Him, not in the glory of His majesty, 
but overwhelmed by shame, crowned with thorns, stained with 
blood, driven forward unmercifully by cruel ruffians, abused, ill 
treated and enfeebled. He cast upon His Mother a look expressive 
at once of His agony and submission, as if He would say: “Thy 
loyalty gives me encouragement; stand by me in my sufferings unto 
the end!” St. Ambrose thinks that our Lord greeted her with the 
words: “Hail, Mother,” and that she replied: “Hail to Thee, my 
Son.” But even if no sound passed their lips, their eyes spoke clearly 
enough. Their meeting was indeed full of pain, and yet it was full 
also of consolation and encouragement. Think of it, whenever 
anything painful befalls you. Imagine that Jesus is looking at you 
with love and sorrow, as if He were saying: “Art thou alone in 
thy suffering? Did I not suffer still more?” Jesus meets you when- 
ever a temptation occurs to lead you astray, and whenever any in- 
clination or passion tends to deceive you and turn you from the 
right path. He looks at you and says: “I have no dearer wish than 
that thou shouldst be true to Me.” May He meet you when you 
are in the midst of merriment and happiness; amusement turns so 
easily to sin, unless our Lord’s gentle face, marked by suffering, 
warns us to use moderation and self-control. For the salvation of 
your souls I beg you to be always members of that faithful band 
accompanying our Lady, especially when Jesus is dragged away 
by His exasperated enemies and forced to bear His Cross. Stay 
with Mary and with her be true to Jesus, even if men speak against 
Him, ridicule His teaching and despise our religion and all faithful 
love of God. He, and he alone, is a true Christian who stands firm 
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in the day of temptation when wrong principles do their best to 
confuse him, and when adherence to Jesus involves the loss of all 
earthly happiness. 

Let us accustom ourselves to meet our Lord everywhere, 7. e., 
always to remember His holy teaching, in all things to strive to 
please Him and do His will, and to regard everything as permitted 
and directed by Him for our welfare. If we do this, Jesus will 
meet us wherever we go, in all our troubles and anxieties. 

Jesus meets us in two ways, as Thomas a Kempis points out— 
one is the way of promise, and the other the way of consolation. 

He meets us with consolation. If any one keeps his eyes fixed 
upon Jesus in His suffering, if any one in difficult, dangerous and 
unpleasant circumstances takes Jesus as his example, turning to 
Him in childlike, trustful prayer, he will often experience wonderful 
peace and happiness. Yet sometimes our Master, as He meets us, 
denies any sensible consolation to our suffering souls, and our hearts 
remain dry, lonely and tormented by fear and anxiety; we return 
from prayer with apparently no more comfort than when we had 
recourse to it. 

But when meeting Jesus affords us no consolation, His grace 
strengthens us through His promises. Prayer may have no per- 
ceptible effect upon us, but the thought of our Lord’s promises will 
confirm our resolution to abide by what is right, to press forward 
without wavering, and not to let our inward dryness make us doubt 
God’s grace, which will never abandon us in our efforts. 

Sorrowful as our Lady was when she met Jesus, His glance re- 
minded her of the blessing promised to those who endure unto the 
end. May she ever be your protectress, that both in joy and sad- 
ness you may seek comfort in Jesus only, and even if you feel 
neither consolation nor pleasure in prayer, doing your duty and 
striving to do right, the intercession of the holy Mother of Sorrows 
will obtain for you strength to persevere, reminding you of the 
grace promised us here, and of the everlasting life awaiting us. 
May we be guided by Mary’s hand until we meet Jesus in eternal 
happiness. Amen, 








SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 


TEMPTATION 
BY THE REV. A. B, SHARPE 


aan was led by the spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.”— 
att. 1v. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. Our Lord’s temptation is typical of ours, and through His 
victory we also may overcome. 

a. Temptation is essential to our state of probation, and consists in the 
necessity of choosing between what is really good and what ts appar- 
ently so. Everything that God has made is good in itself, but everything 
is not good for us, 

b. Actions are seldom right or wrong in themselves, but are made so 
by their circumstances; thus people are often misled, as our first parents 
were. 

c. Temptation is not sin, and may be an occasion of merit; it is so 
intended by God. 

2. Our Lord’s three temptations represent all the various kinds of 
temptation to which we are exposed, viz.: 

a. The desires of the flesh. 

b. Presumption, and carelessness of duty. 

c. Ambition, 

3. a. We can resist temptation only through the love of God; it is 
only love that enables us to desire to do God’s will rather than our own. 

b. For those who love God are content to do His revealed will, with- 
out further inducement, as our Lord was. 

c. We must therefore learn to love God if we would learn to resist 
temptation. Grace to love God is given in answer to prayer. 


1. In our Lord’s life on earth we see both the example which we 
in our day must follow, and also that human and Divine perfection 
by union with which alone we will be able to follow that example. 
So in our Lord’s temptation in the desert we see the pattern of one 
side of our own lives, in the temptation through which all must pass, 
and the Divine power by which the tempter was overcome, and 
which by Divine grace can overcome him again in us. 

It is quite certain that every one in this world must be tempted. 
“Our life is temptation upon the earth.” Otherwise life would not 
be what it really is—a probation. We are here to make our choice 
between God and the devil, between good and evil; and when that 
choice is finally made it determines our state forever. But if there 
were no temptation there would be no possibility of choice. For 
temptation merely means that something that is not really good is 
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presented to us with the appearance of being good; and what we 
have to decide is whether we will be led by the appearances that 
appeal to our fancy at first sight, or do what we know to be right, 
and therefore best, even though it may not for the moment appear 
desirable. But these alternatives are again possible only because 
there is in everything that God has made, and every action that He 
allows, something that is really good. What is good in itself, how- 
ever, and good or useful for some purposes, is not good for all 
purposes; temptation may involve things good in themselves, vic- 
tory over temptation springs from the knowledge that not 
everything good is good for us, and that what may be good for 
us at certain times and under certain circumstances may not be 
good for us at all times and under all circumstances. Thus poison 
is good in itself; it is what God meant it to be when He made it, 
and it may be also good and useful for various medicinal purposes. 
But to take poison unconditionally is certainly bad. Wine is a good 
thing, but it is bad for people in certain states of health, and for 
any one who has already taken a certain amount. So, in general, 
temptation offers to our choice the good things of this world, and 
the tempter bids us enjoy them without limit or restraint, and so to 
fix our desires in this life as to have no care or thought for what is 
to come afterwards, or for the happiness of loving and serving 
God, which it is within our power to enjoy even here. God has 
put us here that He may guide and test our actions according to 
His own laws, and so bring us to the perfect happiness which He 
desires for every one. Whatever is contrary to the laws which 
God has made and imposed upon His creatures is not only wrong, 
but bad for us, however attractive it may appear, or however 
pleasant it may be for a time. Temptation, then, consists in the 
necessity which is continually being forced upon us of choosing 
between the apparently or partially good things which the devil 
recommends to us, as he did to our first parents and to our Lord, 
and the truly and eternally good things which God offers and de- 
sires to give us. 

Next we should notice that very few wrong actions are wrong 
absolutely and in themselves. It is generally the circumstances that 
make them right or wrong for us. There was nothing essentially 
wrong in any of the three things which the devil asked our Lord 
to do: to possess the kingdoms of the world, to cast Himself down 
from the temple roof, to make stones into bread by Divine power, 
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were all of them things that under other circumstances He might 
well have done. What made them wrong, and therefore harmful, 
was the circumstances under which He was asked to do them—to 
satisfy His hunger when it was not God’s will that He should do 
so; wantonly to presume on His Father’s readiness to protect Him, 
and to obtain the desirable things of this world by venerating the 
devil. So it is always. Some things are right for a man and wrong 
for a woman, and vice versa. Some things are right for a child and 
wrong for an adult. Nobody ever sins, for the sake of sinning, but 
for the sake of some advantage which sin offers or seems to offer. 
So we need never try to excuse ourselves, in what is, however, a 
very common way, by saying we never meant to do wrong. Of 
course we did not; nobody ever does. The real question is: Did we 
mean to do right? <A very difficult thing. When we sin it is always 
because we want something which seems to be obtainable by sinning, 
and do not consider the right and wrong of the matter at all. Eve 
did not eat the forbidden fruit because she wanted to disobey God, 
but because it was pleasant to look at, and good to eat and would 
make her wise. God’s will in the matter she put out of con- 
sideration. 

But our Lord was tempted, and therefore we are quite certain 
that it is not wrong to be tempted. Temptation is not sin, for He 
could not sin. It is not wrong, but right, to perceive good wherever 
it exists; and it is only by virtue of this perception that temptation 
is so much as possible. No one can be tempted by what has no 
attraction for him. Temptation, far from being sin, is an occasion 
of merit; it is by temptation that the habitual virtues which are in 
the souls of the friends of God are made actual; and it is above all 
when we are tempted that we receive the actual graces which alone 
enable us to avoid sin and to do what is pleasing to God. Some- 
times, indeed, it seems that temptation must be sinful itself. How, 
scrupulous people ask, can we have such bad desires and bad 
thoughts without sin? But the fact is that those desires and 
thoughts are suggested by our enemies, the devil, the world and the 
flesh ; they are not ours, and we do not become responsible for them 
unless we willingly agree to them and make them our own by 
consent. Our Lord saw all the advantages to be gained by yielding 
to the tempter’s suggestions: He felt the natural desire to relieve 
the pangs of hunger; He appreciated, perhaps more fully than any 
mere man could, the value and beauty of the kingdoms of the world 
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and their glory; He was alive to the satisfaction that the exercise 
of power naturally excites in human hearts. He saw and felt all 
the good, but He had no inclination to gain it by any act displeasing 
to His Father in heaven. Thus our Lord’s temptations were real, 
and yet could not cast the least shadow of sin on His perfect human 
soul. So it may be with us in our temptations, by the aid of His 
grace, if we will remember to act always on the truth that nothing 
in the world is worth having at the price of the smallest sin. 

2. So we can follow our Lord’s example always. For all possible 
temptations are represented in those three which our Lord endured. 

First there are the various temptations of the flesh—the desires 
of our animal nature, which are all in themselves right and harm- 
less, so long as they are guided and controlled in accordance with 
God’s law. The lower animals, with which we share all natural 
bodily desires, are guided by their instincts, which keep them from 
harmful bodily self-indulgence. With us it is different. Man is 
guided not by instinct but by reason and will; and if he reasons 
wrongly or refuses to obey the dictates of right reason, he becomes 
not a mere animal but a monster. Not only the drunkard and the 
voluptuary, but also the devotee of pleasure, no matter what, to 
the exclusion of duty, the lazy, the avaricious—all are less, not only 
than the human beings, but than the lower animals also. For they 
use their human intelligence and will to disobey and frustrate the 
law of their own nature, a thing which animals cannot do. Our 
Lord would not satisfy His hunger by miraculously providing food 
for Himself, because it was not God’s will that He should do 
so; the “word that proceeded from the mouth of God,” that is, the 
Divine decree that He should for the time live without natural 
nourishment, was sufficient for Him. So our natural desires must 
be limited and restrained by God’s law. What is right for one per- 
son is not, by that law, always right for another; and what is right 
under one set of circumstances is not right under all. We may 
understand the reasons for these restrictions, or we may not; the 
law which we are to observe may be directly Divine, or it may be 
that which the Church, under Divine guidance, has enacted for our 
benefit. In either case, if we are really Christians, the law will be 
sufficient for us, and we shall obey it, as our Lord did. 

Then came the suggestion of the evil one that our Lord should 
tempt God, i. e., that He should needlessly and deliberately test the 
power and the protecting care of His heavenly Father. No doubt 
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He could have thrown Himself down from the temple roof without 
harm, as the devil said He could. But none the less it would have 
been wrong to do so; it would have been making an experiment on 
God, a thing which cannot be other than presumptuous and ir- 
reverent, and at the same time trying to obtain Divine aid for a 
wrong purpose, which of course our Lord could not have done. 

Perhaps few temptations are commoner or more often yielded 
to than this, though often people -who tempt God do not understand 
what they are doing. Some time ago a distinguished unbeliever 
proposed, without apparent seriousness, that the efficacy of prayer 
should be tested by praying during a specified time for the patients 
in a particular hospital, and comparing the result with that obtained 
in another hospital which was not to be prayed for. The test was 
absurdly impracticable for more reasons than one, but its proposer 
had no idea that his scheme involved a sin by which the first prin- 
ciples of all religion were violated, and was antecedently impossible 
for that reason. Such proposals to tempt God certainly are seldom 
made, but the thing is done whenever we put ourselves needlessly 
in harm’s way, supposing, if we give the matter a thought, that we 
shall somehow be providentially guarded. Those who do not avoid 
occasions of sin whenever they can are doing precisely what the 
devil asked our Lord to do on the pinnacle of the temple. They 
trust, perhaps, to their own good resolutions, or even to so-called 
“luck,” as if our resolutions could be of any use without God’s 
help, or as if luck were really anything else but God’s providence. 
We may undoubtedly run any risks and expose ourselves to any 
temptations if our duty requires us to do so, and in that case may 
have the fullest confidence that God will protect us. But we cannot 
have any such confidence when we expose ourselves to temptation 
needlessly, out of sloth or carelessnes or in pursuit of pleasure. 

Lastly, the devil tempted our Lord with the desire of power, 
fame and dignity, which is “the last infirmity of noble minds,” the 
great snare of those who are so constituted as naturally to care 
little for the mere indulgence of the senses, and who are too 
energetic to fall into sin through carelessness and laxity. To such 
there is no temptation so powerful, no bait for satan’s hook so at- 
tractive as the various kinds of honor, influence or authority which 
the world offers. Many seek for wealth because of the power it 
gives; many labor assiduously to obtain celebrity in the world of 
politics or literature or art; many try by all means to shine in so- 
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ciety; many to whom real eminence is unattainable try to gain that 
notoriety which mere folly will often procure—the counterfeit and 
caricature of genuine distinction, rather than be content with their 
natural obscurity. Others, again, descending still lower, aim at a 
spurious kind of dignity by pretending to be what they are not— 
they try to appear richer than they are by means of dishonest ex- 
travagance, or affect an appearance of learning or experience which 
they do not possess, or claim to belong, by birth or otherwise, to a 
social sphere above their own. Now, it is quite right that we should 
all try to use our powers, whatever they may be, to their full extent, 
and to make the most of our opportunities. Indeed, it would be 
wrong not to do so; the “talents” which God has given us are 
meant to be used and increased for God’s glory, and the good of 
our neighbors and ourselves. But the condition which the devil 
attached to the offer he made to our Lord is still very often the 
condition which we must fulfil before we can gain the kingdoms 
of the world or the glory of them. In one way or another satan 
still says: “All this will I give thee, if thou wilt adore me.” No sane 
person could, of course, worship the devil directly ; he does not ask 
that of us now. But an indirect worship is too often paid him when, 
for the sake of worldly advantages, men are willing to commit sin. 
Fraud, bribery, and other kinds of dishonesty, falsehood and in- 
justice, calumny and detraction are the too frequent conditions on 
which worldly preeminence is gained, no less within the narrow 
limits of our own families or our immediate neighborhood than in 
a wider and more conspicuous stage. Needless to point out how 
worthless in reality is power or fame or honor that is built upon 
such a foundation. Our Lord would have none of the world’s 
power at the price at which it was offered Him, though He might, 
had He so chosen, have used such power for the benefit of man- 
kind. He chose instead the life of poverty, humiliation and suffer- 
ing by which it was God’s will that He should redeem mankind. 
We, in like manner, can carry out God’s will for us, and so attain 
true happiness only by rejecting everything that cannot be obtained 
by us without sin. 

Thus our blessed Lord is our example in temptation. He has 
summed up for us in His great conflict with the tempter all the 
temptations that we can experience, and shown us that if we would 
be His true followers we must, like Him, be willing to endure any- 
thing rather than commit one single sin. 
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3. It is in Him also that we must find the power to resist tempta- 
tion and to choose rightly. For the one thing necessary for us, if we 
are successfully to resist temptation, is that which His grace alone 
can give us. We must love God if we would overcome temptation. 
For to overcome temptation is, as we have seen, to prefer God’s 
way to the world’s way, to trust God rather than the world, or our- 
selves, to see things as God sees them, and not as the world does. 
But this is to love God above all things; and this supreme love of 
God was in our Lord, as it must be in us, the power by which He 
overcame. His answer to each temptation was the same: “It is 
written.” That is to say, this is God’s will, and no more was 
needed; for to one who loves God perfectly, the simple expression 
of His title is enough; no argument, no other inducement is wanted. 

So as we go through life and meet its daily temptations, we must 
arm ourselves with the love of God. For that we must pray, and 
in that we must exercise ourselves continually, we must constantly, 
and especially in the moment of trial, seek the aid of our Blessed 
Mother, of our guardian angel, and the saints, that we may be true 
and faithful to our profession, and so may make the only return 
we can make to our Lord for His great love to us—the love that 
drew Him down from heaven, that led Him into the desert and 
fastened Him to the Cross; that now brings His grace abundantly 
to all who seek it, and offer us thereby a share both, in His victory 
here, and in His eternal reward hereafter. 





SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
THE TRANSFIGURATION 


BY THE REV. J. J. HURST 


“And after six days Jesus taketh unto Him Peter and James and John 
his brother, and bringeth them up into a high mountain apart: and He was 
transtigured before them.”—Matt. xvii, 1-2. 


SYNOPSIS.—I. The Transfiguration marked a climax in the public life of 
Christ—the synthesis and summary of His Divine claims. Testimony of 
Moses and Elias, the Law and the Prophets. Testimony of the Blessed 
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Thabor preeminently the Holy 
Mount. 

II. Reasons for the Transfiguration. Proximate reason:—To confirm 
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the Apostles against the scandal of the Cross. Erroneous views of the 
disciples regarding the Kingdom of Christ. Their doubt and dejection 
at the allusion of His death. The Transfiguration also a means of dis- 
pelling the prejudice of the chosen witnesses. 

III, Ulteritor reason:—The Transfiguration in part an image of the 
glorified bodies of the just. This, it was: intended, would encourage them 
to bear with like sufferings, in the hope of like glory. How the witnesses 
cherished the memory of Thabor. How the eternal glory it imaged 
encouraged and supported all the Apostles in their ordeals. 

IV. The Transfiguration holds the same lesson for us. The service and 
love of God upon which salvation depends rendered by a life of war- 
fare. How we must suffer. Calvary the road to Thabor. 

V. Wretchedness of those on whose labors the light of Thabor never 
shines. The motive of suffering being lost to them, suffering itself be- 
comes intolerable. The sufferings of the present not to be compared 
with the glory to come. 

VI. The glory of God—accidental and substantial. The great favor 
accorded the chosen three. The still greater favors accorded us, espe- 
cially in the Sacrament of the Blessed Eucharist. How we should ap- 
preciate it. 

The Transfiguration marked a climax in the public life of Christ. 
It was the synthesis and summary of His Divine claims. False 
Judaism had despised and rejected Him. “He came unto His own 
and His own received Him not.” Now true Judaism in the persons 
of Moses and Elias, the law and the Prophets, the embodiment of 
all revelation and inspiration of the past, is invoked to acknowledge 
and adore Him. But greater testimony than that of the elect of 
earth is requisite. The infinite dignity of the Divine Victim de- 
mands it. The majesty of heaven is concerned and the Godhead 
in all three Persons intervenes, the Father by His declaration, the 
Son by His glory, and the Holy Ghost by His manifestations. 
Other earthly heights had been the theater of sacrosanct happen- 
ings, but Thabor is preeminently the Holy Mount for the sublimity 
of the vision it has witnessed and the measureless significance and 
stupendous solemnity of the events it has known. 

Various reasons are given for the fitness of the mystery of the 
Transfiguration, but the proximate and, according to St. Leo and 
other holy doctors, the principal aim was to confirm the Apostles 
against the scandal of the Cross, so that the humiliation of our 
Lord’s voluntary Passion might not perturb the faith of those who 
had witnessed the excellence of His hidden dignity. The years of 
Christ’s public life were drawing to a close. In a short time He 
would be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified. 
He had already foretold His disciples of His approaching sufferings 
and death, but “Foolish and slow of heart to believe in all things 


which the prophets had spoken,” the allusion to such a dread possi- 
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bility only filled them with misgivings and dejection. This condi- 
tion of mind on the part of the disciples was not due to any lack 
of faith in their Master. They believed Him to be the Son of the 
living God, but the element of faith in them was tinctured by their 
natural inclinations and yearnings, and their spiritual vision was 
accordingly restricted. They had erroneous views concerning the 
Kingdom He had come on earth to establish, not yet realizing that 
His Kingdom was not of this world. With all the ardor of their 
race they cherished the hope of seeing Israel restored to her place 
of power and pride among the nations, and they were also in ex- 
pectation of being themselves rewarded with positions of dignity 
and authority in the new regal government. The death of Christ 
would constitute the destruction of their ambitious designs, as it was 
to Him they looked for their accomplishment. To further dis- 
illusion the witnesses doubtless it was that the converse, which 
St. Luke tells us Christ held with Moses and Elias, concerned His 
decease to which He again referred, and in still plainer terms, when 
on the descent from the Mount He enjoined secrecy till the Son 
of Man be risen from the dead. Because of their greater zeal and 
devotion, Peter, James and John were His best beloved and singu- 
larly favored disciples. They were the chosen witnesses of His 
Transfiguration, as they had been of other striking incidents in 
His life. They alone would be with Him in Gethsemani and 
witness His agony. The memory of Thabor rendering them so 
conscious of the wonderful condescension and excess of love which 
led the Majesty of heaven to hide itself in human form and to suffer 
the death of the Cross would strengthen them against the ignominy 
of that sacrilegious tragedy which the enemies of Christ devised, 
to overwhelm His Kingdom with destruction and to cover His fol- 
lowers with disgrace. But there was an ulterior and a more sig- 
nificant reason for the Transfiguration. 

The glimpse of luminous and ravishing beauty which our Lord 
permitted the Apostles was in part an image of the wonderful trans- 
formation the bodies of the just will undergo at the resurrection; 
and this, it was intended, would animate them to support with 
constancy and courage the trials and persecutions they would have 
to undergo in the execution of the work for which He had destined 
them, in the hope of sharing a like glory with Him in His heavenly 
kingdom. After the descent of the Holy Ghost, the Apostles with 
minds no longer dimmed by visions of earthly greatness, but ele- 
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vated to a true appreciation of the supernatural, turned to Thabor 
as a source of inspiration, hope and joy. Long years after the 
Transfiguration we find St. Peter exhorting the faithful to greater 
fervor and faith in virtue of that glorious event, assuring them that 
when he had made known to them the power and presence of Jesus 
Christ, he did not follow cunningly devised fables, but had been 
made an eyewitness of His majesty on the Holy Mount. And 
St. John concludes the sublime exordium of his Gospel with the 
memory of Thabor suggesting the exquisite passage: “We have 
seen the glory, the glory as it were of the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” Thabor, and more especially the 
endless bliss which its glory imaged, was the light that shone for 
the Apostles, one and all, until their day star arose. It infused 
into their souls an ardor that no time nor place nor circumstance 
could diminish. It impelled them to deeds of most heroic daring. 
It beamed for them in the gloom of the prison and in the dreariness 
of the desert places. It was their mainstay in privations, perils 
and persecutions; in torture, contumelies and death. 

The Transfiguration holds the same lesson for us: It inspires 
the same hope and points to the same reward. God has solemnly 
pledged Himself to give eternal life to all who love and serve Him 
on earth. The love and service which God demands are rendered 
in a pilgrimage of which conflict and suffering are inseparable 
concomitants. From the first cry in infancy to the last sigh of 
agony the path of life is filled with many miseries. The clouds of 
sorrow are hovering everywhere. Sometimes they threaten from 
afar. Sometimes, unexpectedly, they.come dismal and dense, blind- 
ing the vision and rending the heart. Yet we must suffer and 
contend. It is our portion ordained by an All Wise Providence 
as a punishment for sin and a means of Salvation. Natural virtue 
alone is inadequate to support many of the ills of life. There are 
griefs which no human power can assuage and afflictions for which 
no human sympathy can bring consolation. But Thabor and Cal- 
vary stand not far apart. The glory of one mingles with the gloom 
of the other. The sufferings and death of Christ are our hope. 
By them He has purchased for us the rewards of Eternal life. Our 
life and light, our joy and hope, spring from His grave. If we 
must suffer, we need not suffer in vain; and if we must sorrow, 
we need not sorrow as those who have no hope. 

There are some who suffer like the penitent thief and some like 
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the impenitent thief. But, as the Curé of Ars pointedly remarks, 
one knew how to make his sufferings meritorious; he accepted 
them in the spirit of resignation, and, turning to Jesus crucified, 
received from Him these beautiful words, “This day thou shalt 
be with Me in Paradise.” The other, on the contrary, cried out, 
uttered imprecations and blasphemies and expired in the most 
frightful despair. 

Calvary, or the way of the Cross, is our road to Thabor. If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and 
follow me (Matth. xvi, 24), was the admonition of Christ to His 
disciples just a few days before the Transfiguration. “If thou carry 
the Cross willingly,’ says the author of the Imitation, “it will carry 
thee, and bring thee to thy desired end, where there will be an end 
of suffering. There is no health of soul, nor hope of eternal life, 
but in the Cross.” Wherefore if we die with Christ we shall live 
with Him; and if we be His companions in suffering we shall be 
His companions in glory. 

It was the hope of enjoying eternal glory with a body free from 
suffering, that animated and sustained holy Job amid the terrible 
calamities and afflictions with which he was visited. How inspiring 
are his beautiful words: “I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that on the last day I shall rise out of the earth, and I shall be 
clothed again with my skin, and in my flesh I shall see my Lord. 
This my hope is laid up in my bosom.” The world marvels at 
the patience and resignation of Job. The saints imitate him. The 
same desire founded on the same hope causes them to become 
fools for Christ and to regard present tribulation as momentary 
and light, knowing that it worketh above measure exceedingly and 
eternal weight of glory. 

Wretched indeed are those on whose labors the light of Thabor 
never shines. They fill up their measure of time, deprived of the 
most precious hope and the greatest consolation it is given to 
mortals to know. These are they of whom holy Job has said 
“Tribulation shall terrify them and distress shall surround them.” 
They suffer like the impenitent thief; and when suffering has 
no motive but the endurance of pain it becomes intolerable. They 
refused to drink of the chalice with Christ, and now they must 
drain their portion of gall and wormwood to the dregs. It is 
inexpressibly sad to contemplate the miseries of such souls weighted 
with burdens and sorrows, without a ray of heavenly light to cheer 
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them or a tribute of earthly power to relieve them. But “What 
things a man soweth, those shall he reap” (Gal. vi, 8). 

We can not hope to escape tribulation and sorrow in this life, 
but we can make them meritorious and earn by them the rewards 
of eternal life. We can drink of the chalice of the Lord lovingly. 
We can unite them with His and bear them patiently for His sake. 
The heaviest burden becomes light and the most bitter yoke sweet 
when endured for Christ. Thus will the glory of Thabor or the 
still greater glory it imaged, dispel the gloom of our calvaries. 
It will be our solace in sorrow, it will give patience in adversity 
and infuse a hope that will live through the darkest hours of 
affliction. It will help us to realize more sensibly and to appre- 
ciate more fully the import of St. Paul’s divinely inspired words, 
“That the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory to come, that shall be revealed in us” 
(Rom. viii, 18). 

The Transfiguration did not disclose any of the essential glory 
of the Divine nature which cannot be seen by mortal eyes, but a 
ray of one of the qualities of glory proper to the sacred human- 
ity of our Lord, which would always cause “His face to shine as 
the sun,” if this effect were not suspended during His lifetime for 
the sake of the work of redemption. The accidental glory of God 
may be increased or diminished, but His substantial glory endures 
forever. With Him there is no “change or shadow of change.” 
A cloud will obscure the brightness of the sun, but behind the 
cloud the sun still shines. We may descend into the caverns of 
the earth, and we cease to feel the warmth of the sun’s rays and 
to feast our eyes on the features of the landscape they embellish. 
Above us still, but now no longer visible, are the same glow of 
the sunshine and the same scenes of beauty. The sun, constant 
in his own intrinsic glory and ceaseless in his wonted influence, 
proceeds on his course, from year to year, from day to day, from 
minute to minute, never losing his bearings, never arriving a mo- 
ment late at his appointed places. So with the Sun of Justice. 
We may change in our relations to Him. Our visions may be 
obscured by other objects. We may hide ourselves from His 
light, but He was in the plenitude of His perfections in the begin- 
ning, is now, and forever shall be. 

It was a very great favor for Peter, James and John to have been 
taken up to the Holy Mount to hear the voice of the Father, to 
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gaze upon the rapturous beauty of the Son, and to witness the 
manifestations of the Holy Ghost in the bright cloud that over- 
shadowed them. Prostrate in the very presence of the Triune 
God, the privileged witnesses of a scene earth had never known 
might well exclaim with Jacob: “How terrible is this place; this 
is no other than the house of God and the gate of heaven (Gen. 
Xxvili, 17). But we should do violence to the teachings of faith 
and reason, were we not to feel that the unseen God whose voice 
was audible on Thabor is just as close to us every moment of our 
existence as He was to the Apostles when He proclaimed the glory 
of His well-beloved Son. Everything in nature, animate and inani- 
mate, attests the living presence of God. He permeates all space. 
The universe is only His shadow. We are surrounded and im- 
mersed in the ocean of His immensity. “In Him we live, move, 
and have our being.” “Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit? or 
whither shall I fly from Thy face? If I ascend into heaven Thou 
art there; if I descend into hell Thou art present. If I take my 
wings early in the morning and dwell in the uttermost ends of the 
sea even there also shall Thy hand lead me; and Thy right hand 
shall hold me” are the beautiful and expressive words of the Psalm- 
ist contemplating the Omnipresence and Providence of God (Ps. 
CXXXVili, 7-10). 

We should fail to appreciate the first principles of our holy 
religion were we to forget that we have been made the living temples 
of the Holy Ghost; that He is the source of our supernatural life; 
that we are the recipients of His most precious gifts; that He illu- 
minates our intellects, strengthens our wills and floods our hearts 
with the fire of His love in an unseen but as real a manner as He 
manifested Himself to the three on Thabor or to the eleven on 
Pentecost Sunday. 

We should be ungrateful for the sufferings and unmindful of the 
merits of Christ were we not to acknowledge ourselves the recip- 
ients of a greater favor than He accorded on Thabor to the chosen 
witnesses of the Transfiguration, by the abiding testimony of love 
He has given us in the Sacrament of the Blessed Eucharist. 

We cannot, like Peter, James and John accompany Him to 
Thabor or to Calvary, but we can give other proofs of our devotion, 
gratitude and love. We can often come to visit Him in His dwell- 
ing places where, beneath the Sacramental veil, He is present in all 
the majestic glory of Thabor and the condescending humility and 
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excess of love of Calvary. We can often partake of the banquet 
of His own Body and Blood, to which He invites us in the most per- 
suasive and pressing manner. “Come to me all who labor, and 
are burdened, and I will refresh you.” “He who cometh to me shall 
not hunger.” “How lovely are Thy tabernacles, O Lord” where, 
with eyes of faith, we behold the glory of the Begotten of the 
Father, and experience the effects of love greater than which no 
man hath! 





THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
FORGIVENESS AND COOPERATION 
BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 


“Jesus was casting out a devil, and the same was dumb; and when He had 
cast out the devil, the dumb spoke, and the multitudes were in admiration at 
it”’—Luke xi, 14. 


SYNOPSIS.—Come to the cell of a condemned prisoner. Long he has gone 
on in crime; at last he has been taken, judged, condemned. His mental 
sufferings in the condition in which he now is: his rehearsals of the last 
scene. The dawning of the day fixed for the execution—the unexpected 
news of pardon: the happy release. “I shall not die, but live” (Ps. 
117, 7)—a life of better things, making atonement for the past. This 
is a picture of what happens when a sinner, loosed from the spirit of 
dumbness, confesses his sins in the Sacrament of Penance. The horror 
of bodily death nothing to the horror of death eternal. What damned 
soul would not change gladly with the prisoner in his cell? Even pardon 
of venial sin is a great release. By the Sacrament of Penance all is 
pardoned; and we can cry: “I shall not die, but live,” 

MANY PEOPLE STOP HERE. They are like the man in to-day’s Gospel, 
from whom the evil spirit was cast out. This man leaves his soul empty: 
he neglects the positive work of prayer, virtue and piety: so the devil 
returns with sevenfold force; and “the last state of that man is worse 
than the first.’ We are apt to forget that the Sacrament of Penance 
is not only the Sacrament of Pardon, but also of Perseverance; that it 
confers grace to persevere. But this requires COOPERATION. It is to be 
feared that we often lose the grace of perseverance by failure to co- 
operate. We obtain pardon: we do no more. This may be a fatal mis- 
take, God and God’s priest have done their part—it is for you now to 
do yours. Annexed to the Sacrament are great graces for the future. 
The Sacrament does not destroy at once all evil passions and bad habits; 
but it does give the grace that will enable us to root them out. Need of 
cooperation AFTER CONFESSION. 

How to use this time after Confession:—(1) Make a good and careful 
thanksgiving. (2) In the presence of Jesus in the Tabernacle, renew 
your resolutions, (a) general, (b) particular. The particular resolution 
should have been fixed on in the preparation for Confession. Value of 
the advice of our confessor in this matter; need of attending to his 





meet me ar Sin ta wee 





454 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


advice at Confession. (3) Before leaving the church, have some fixed 
things, one or two, that you are resolved to carry out—a plan of cam- 
paign: and do not be afraid to consult your confessor about this plan 
of campaign. Take the initiative; for the priest cannot do everything 
for you. (4) Finally, with love and confidence, put your resolutions 
before our Blessed Lord, and beg of Him the grace to be faithful to them. 


Come with me to-day, dear brethren, into the cell of a condemned 
prisoner, one sentenced to pay for his many crimes with the forfeit 
of his life. Long he had gone free, working evil with impunity ; 
at last the stern hand of justice seized him; he was tried, found 
guilty, and sentence of death was imposed. Now he has no pros- 
pect before him but the stern execution of that sentence. He 
lies in prison awaiting the fatal day. 

A thousand times, by day and by night, in his dreams and in his 
waking hours, there rises, hated and unbidden, but not driven 
away, the black image of the scaffold. Over his head, all the time, 
hovers the dark form of death. Like a man at the edge of a preci- 
pice, shrinking yet fascinated, he cannot forbear to look over into 


- the deep and dark abyss of the unknown, down which he is soon 


violently to be hurled. His whole soul recoils in horror, yet into 
that gloomy gulf of death he must look—he cannot keep his mind 
from it. His nights are a horror, his days a dread; existence is a 
living death. He cannot keep his limbs from trembling; thought 
is a confusion; like a hunted beast he looks vainly for a way of 
escape, but there is none. Worst of all, he cannot escape from 
himself, from his own thoughts, with all the horrors they conjure 
up before him. 

Again and again he rehearses the last scenes, and in spirit is led 
out to execution, and taken, in his wild imaginings, up to the very 
threshold of death—and his doom stares him in the face, and his 
soul madly recoils, only to travel again and again and many times 
over in his thoughts that terrible road. 

Think of the horror, the bitter despair of such a soul; think of 
the hopeless future, the vain regrets, the unavailing remorse. 

At last the fatal day has dawned—his last on earth. He rises 
from his uneasy bed, and waits. Now he hears footsteps approach- 
ing his dark and lonely cell. He trembles; all the accumulated 
dread and horror of the days of waiting come upon him in one 
combined and overwhelming avalanche of despair. The door is 
flung open. Two men enter; only two—the warden of his 
prison, and one other. But he sees no armed guard to conduct him 
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to the place of execution. “So,” he thinks, “the time is not yet; 
there are some hours more yet of torture to be endured.” But 
listen, one of his visitors is speaking: he is reading from a paper 
which he holds in his hand; he is explaining something to the un- 
happy criminal. 

What is this he is saying—Pardon? Release? Life? It cannot 
be! This is but a new torture of the imagination playing tricks. 
But he hears again the words—You are pardoned; you are free; 
the sovereign has exercised his prerogative of mercy and has par- 
doned you; you are a free man. All he asks is that you will be 
loyal to him for the future. 

Oh, the indescribable relief, the rush of joy and gratitude that 
fills the soul of that poor man. “Non moriar, sed vivam”’—“T shall 
not die,” he cries, “but live” (Ps. cxvii, 17). “Life is given back 
to me; life and hope; a new life, a new hope—a life to be given to 
better things; a life that shall efface the past; a life that, filled with 
a deep sense of gratitude, shall make up for the errors, the sins, 
the crimes of old days.” And he goes forth from his prison a 
new man, he breathes again; the dark images of horror that op- 
pressed him fly away; once more there is joy for him in the light 
of the sun, in the freshness of the air of heaven, in the life and 
movement of the earth. 

A picture, dear brethren, of what has happened to us; of what 
happens whenever a poor sinner, touched by God’s grace, released, 
like the poor possessed man in to-day’s Gospel, from the devil of 
dumbness that has made him go about with a load of unconfessed 
and unforgiven sin upon him; a picture of what happens when his 

tongue is loosed, and he seeks reconciliation in the Sacrament of 
- Penance. 

The horror of the prisoner’s condemnation to physical death is, 
as nothing to the supreme horror of the sentence of eternal death 
from which we are set free in this great Sacrament of Mercy. Oh, 
what damned soul, sentenced and about to be buried in hell, would 
not gladly change places with the condemned criminal in his prison 
cell! 

And even if they are only venial sins that we have to confess— 
even then our release is from prison, from long and terrible and 
bitter punishment ; yes, and from that ever-present danger of mortal 
sin and consequent risk of eternal damnation which the careless 
committal of venial sin involves. 
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But by the Sacrament of Penance; by humble and true and con- 
trite confession, with a firm will to amend, all is pardoned; life 
and hope, grace and spiritual strength are restored to the soul; 
and men can cry out joyfully, “I shall not die; but live.” 

Dear brethren, some people, many people, I fear, stop there. They 
are satisfied with having received pardon. They do just enough 
to obtain pardon, and then they go away and forget the great thing 
that the Lord has done for them. In to-day’s Gospel we have a 


terrible warning against this in the description given by our Divine 


Lord of the action of the unclean spirit who was cast out of a 
man, and who afterwards returned with seven others to repossess 
that unhappy soul. 


“He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth 
not with me, scattereth. When the unclean spirit is gone out of a 
man, he walketh through places without water, seeking rest; and 
not finding, he saith, I will return into my house whence I came 
out: and when he is come, he findeth it swept and garnished. Then 
he goeth, and taketh with him seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself, and entering in they dwell there; and the last state of that 
man becomes worse than the first.” 


Brethren, this is not a warning to impenitent sinners, but to those 
who have confessed their sins, whose souls have been swept and 
cleansed by their humble confession, and garnished with Divine 
grace. After this effort, there is always the danger of remaining 
satisfied, of neglecting that positive cultivation of virtue, of prayer 
and of piety of which a good confession should be the beginning, 
not the end. So, the house is left empty—and when the devil 
comes again to tempt the soul to sin, he comes with sevenfold 
force; there is nothing to keep him out, and so “the last state” of 
that soul easily becomes “worse than the first.” 


Brethren, we are apt to forget that the Sacrament of Penance is 
not only the Sacrament of Pardon, but also the Sacrament of Per- 
severance. Not only does it confer the grace of pardon; but it 
confers, and was instituted to confer, grace to persevere. 


But you know well that in all the Sacraments a certain amount 
of willing effort and cooperation on our part is necessary. We 
cooperate—it may certainly be hoped that we cooperate sufficiently 
with the grace of pardon to obtain its healing effects—but it is 
to be feared that often, very often, we lose the grace of perse- 
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verance by failure to cooperate with that. We show ourselves to 
the priest; we are cleansed; then we do no more. 

Ah, brethren, it is a sad, it may easily be a fatal mistake, to stop 
at this point. You have been to confession, God has pardoned 
you; God’s priest has done his part; now is your time; now it is 
for you to act. Annexed to the Sacrament are great graces for 
the future, graces that will support you in temptation, will enable 
you to keep from sin, to root out bad habits, to overcome your 
passions, to go on bravely and successfully in the Christian life. 
God is waiting for you; He has those graces ready—they are yours, 
you have a right to them in virtue of the Sacrament of Penance 
which you have received; you have but to stretch forth your hand 
and take them. 

The Sacrament does not destroy your passions and evil inclina- 
tions all at one blow; it does not all at once root out bad habits; 
one confession is not going to make you saints. But, again I say 
it, to the Sacrament of Penance are annexed graces of perseverance 
which you have a right to on account of the Sacrament you have 
received, graces that will make your fight successful; that will lead 
you to victory after victory over your passions; that will enable 
you to root out your bad habits—if only you will cooperate with 
those graces. And you must cooperate by what you do after 
confession. 

How important then is the time after confession! Let me con- 
clude by giving you a few practical hints as to the use of that time. 

First, do not be in a hurry to get away from the church. Thank 
God. Go before the Tabernacle and thank our dear Lord for the 
pardon and release He has granted to you who were a condemned 
criminal, worthy of eternal death. Spend at least some moments in 
rousing up sincere gratitude in your hearts. 

Then, in the presence of Jesus, renew your good and firm reso- 
lution—first to avoid all mortal sin, and then to overcome yourselves 
in some particular matter—to keep from dangerous occasion—to 
practice some virtue specially necessary for you. We should fix 
on such things in our preparation: our examination of conscience 
should reveal to us what special point we ought to fix upon. In 
this, too, the advice of our confessor is a guide by no means to be 
neglected. How many people give careful attention to what the 
priest says in confession? How many think over it afterwards 
when they are making their thanksgiving! Yet your confessor 
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does not speak at random; and God enlightens him specially in the 
confessional. It may not be necessary or even useful for him to 
give you special advice every time if your confessions are frequent; 
but from time to time he will do so. Listen and mark what he 
says; and think upon it after confession when you are renewing 
your resolutions in the presence of Jesus in the Tabernacle. 

And, dear brethren, lay your plans for the future. Before you 
leave the church, let there be one or two definite things that you 
have determined to do, with a fixed determination which you are 
resolved not to go back upon. These special resolutions should not 
be many in number—one or two at the most—but carefully selected, 
going to the root of some evil that you are conscious of in your 
spiritual life—carelessness in prayer, or sloth, or a bad companion- 
ship, or an occasion that must be avoided, or some unworthy self- 
indulgence. If you have examined yourselves well, with a view to 
discovering such things, this little plan of campaign which I recom- 
mend after confession will not take many moments. 

And I would add this—ask your confessor to advise you about 
this plan of campaign. This is a thing in which you should not be 
afraid to take the initiative. Your confessor cannot do everything 


_ for you, and you should give him a chance to help you by seeking 


his advice. And when you go to confession again you should 
mention your special resolution and how you have succeeded. This 
is not necessary for absolution, but it is the way to cooperate with 
the graces of perseverance which may be had through this great 
Sacrament if we will do our part. 

Finally, speak to our dear Lord with the utmost confidence and 
love. He has put His love, Divine charity, into your souls. You 
have now the right to love Him and the right to be loved by Him. 
Claim this right, act on that right. Say to Him, dearest Lord, I 
was Thine enemy; now I am Thy friend and Thou art mine. 
Now, dear Lord, Thou wilt refuse me nothing. I wish to live for 
Thee: for Thee I will live. Give me Thy strong grace. Tempta- 
tion will come again; but I will turn to Thee the very moment that 
it comes. By virtue of this Holy Sacrament and of Thy Blood 
sprinkled upon my soul—my soul that is now knit close to Thee 
in charity—help me to be faithful, help me to persevere, help me 
to make amends by a new life, for the evil that is past. “I shall 
not die, but live; and shall declare the works of the Lord.” 
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

THE CHARITABLE ACTIVITY OF THE CHURCH 

BY THE REV. CHARLES BRUEHL, D.D. 


“And Jesus took the loaves: and when He had given thanks, He dis- 
tributed to them that were sat down.”—John vi, I1. 


SYNOPSIS .—Peculiar character of Christ's miracle. Shows His tender re- 
gard even for the physical needs of men. The Church has inherited 
Christ’s love for the people; contributes also to temporal happiness. 

1. Teaching of the Church on the works of mercy. The soul of 
paganism was selfishness; the soul of Christianity ts love. It proposes 
for the first time the brotherhood of men. Efficacy of mercy in ex- 
piating sin. Charity always preached in the Church, enjoined by canon- 
ical legislation and encouraged in every way. Verdict of a non-Catholic 
historian. 

2. Historical review of the development of relief work in the Church. 
The Infant Church. Under the clouds of persecution. Love of enemies. 
Organization of charity. The monasteries. Brotherhoods of mercy. The 
Middle Ages. Hospitals. Slaves and captives. Our own times. Ozanam. 
For the greatest part the history of charity unwritten. 

Let us draw inspiration from the past and emulate our fathers in 
works of mercy. 


My dear Friends :—The miracle recorded in the gospel of to-day, 
though a stupendous manifestation of Divine power, strikes us 
mainly as a touching sign of Christ’s tender love and broad sym- 
pathy for the people. Attracted by the charm of His words and 
held by the mysterious influence that irradiated from His presence, 
they had followed Him into the desert, forgetful of their bodily 
needs and unmindful of the inconveniences of the journey. Weary 
and hungry they listened, in holy rapture, to His discourses, and 
eagerly drank in His words of heavenly wisdom. The day was 
far spent; the sun inclined towards the western hills; no human 
dwellings were near. Jesus was deeply moved by their persever- 
ance and their zeal; His sacred Heart was flowing over with mercy 
for them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd. He 
opened His bountiful hand, -and in His condescending solicitude 
gave bread to the multitude, as His Heavenly Father feeds the 
birds of the air and makes the waving harvests grow and multiply 
for the children of men. In the wide sweep of His unbounded 
and ready compassion he embraced all the needs and ills that dog 
the footsteps of man on the rugged and tortuous paths of life; 
for every form of distress and woe He had a speedy remedy; for 
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every ailment and smarting sore a healing and soothing touch; for 
every depressed and broken heart a word of cheer and comfort. 
But that He should stoop to supply such an ordinary want, as is 
the daily, ever-recurring craving for food, shows a delicacy and 
refinement of kindness, at once sweetly human and sublimely Di- 
vine. The value of this miracle of ineffable benevolence is en- 
hanced by the fact that it was wrought at a time when the days 
of our Lord were darkened and embittered by the growing oppo- 
sition of the Pharisees. The people, however, knew that Christ 
had their interests at heart, and clung to Him in spite of the ven- 
omous accusations by which His enemies sought to poison their 
minds against Him. It may have been a great solace to our dear 
Lord when He observed the attachment and gratitude of the crowds 
that followed Him wherever He went, and even intruded on the 
few hours of rest which He reserved to Himself and His disciples. 
Full well did the people realize that they never had a better and 
sincerer friend than Jesus, and that all His power was at the com- 
mand of His goodness. 

That love which, throughout His earthly life, our Lord had 
borne to the people, He wished to remain in his Church. The 
Church was his fair and immaculate bride, and as such was to 
share the sentiments of His sacred Heart. And it always has been 
thus. The history of the Church bears witness to this great out- 
standing fact: the Catholic Church has never swerved from the 
traditions of her Divine Founder; ever has she been a Church of 
the people; never has she betrayed their true interests; she stood 
on the side of the oppressed, the downtrodden, the poor, even as 
her Master did. 

Through her untiring efforts social conditions have improved in 
every quarter of the civilized world. The Cross has changed the 
face of the earth and made it habitable for the poor and the mis- 
erable, who before the dawn of the new religion of love suffered 
the most inhuman treatment. Though her gaze is immutably fixed 
on eternity, never has the Church turned away her face from 
human misery and affliction; in one hand she holds the treasures 
of heaven, with the other she dispenses temporal gifts to those 
who are in want. “How admirable is the Christian religion,” says 
Montesquieu, “which, though it seems to have no other object 
than the happiness of the other life, yet makes our happiness in 
this.” She has girded the globe with institutions of relief of every 
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description; she has given her best sons and daughters to the 
service of the poor and the suffering; she has sent them to bring 
alleviation and consolation to those who were despised and loathed 
by the world; her houses of worship were asylums for the per- 
secuted, and in their shadow the burdened and the hopeless would 
gather, as they thronged around Christ when He walked the roads 
of Palestine. One of the chief glories of the Church are her works 
of mercy, shining through the ages with undimmed splendor. The 
charitable activity of the Church, the wonder and the despair of 
the world who would fain emulate and surpass it, shall now engage 
our attention. May the noble examples of the past warm our 
hearts to similar deeds of love and kindness. 

(1) The root of the unfailing charity of the Church is to be 
found in the teaching and the example of Christ. From heaven 
He brought that beautiful and inspiring doctrine of the brother- 
hood of men and the law of neighborly love. Our ears are now 
attuned to this celestial message, but how strange did it sound 
to the pagans, for the very soul of heathenism was selfishness and 
pride. Compassion was regarded as‘a weakness, and pity as fool- 
ishness. Hence the lot of the poor was sad and gloomy. The old 
Roman world was a world without charity, a cold and heartless 
world, in which it was hard for the poor to live and breathe. The 
idea of the immense value of each human soul was foreign to the 
pagan way of thinking; and if the heathen cared little for the 
eternal welfare of the poor, he cared still less for their temporal 
comfort. The religion of Christ changed all this. He humanized 
the lot of the unfortunate. The cardinal virtue of Christianity is 
love; for every human being is precious in the eyes of God, and 
linked to us by the bonds of a true and sacred brotherhood. It 
was this doctrine that puzzled the pagans, as appears from the 
reflection of one of their philosophers. “It is incredible,” he says, 
“to see the ardor with which the people of that religion help each 
other in their wants. They spare nothing. Their first legislator 
has put into their heads that they are all brethren.” 

The works of mercy are part and parcel of Christ’s gospel. 
They are extolled and made indispensable for salvation. They 
pave the way to heaven. They cover a multitude of sins. They 
atone for our shortcomings; they secure God’s blessings and mit- 
igate the last judgment. Charity is an imitation of God’s gener- 
osity and makes man godlike. St. Gregory exhorts the faithful to 
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be a god to the unfortunate by imitating the mercy of God, as there 
is nothing so Divine as beneficence. 

The wealth of the Church was regarded as the patrimony of 
the poor, the widows and the orphans. The laws of the Church en- 
joined on the bishop the care of the poor and the widows. He 
distributes the offerings of the faithful, thus delicately sparing the 
self-respect of the poor, since they receive these alms not as gifts 
of men, but as gifts from God. One of the early councils decrees: 
“You, bishops, must have care of the orphans, and see that they 
are not wanting in anything; you must be parents to them and 
fathers to the widows; you must assist the adult to marry, procure 
work for the artisan, and succor the disabled; you must offer 
hospitality to the stranger, procure bread for the hungry, drink 
for the thirsty, clothes for the naked; you must visit the sick and 
relieve the prisoners.” No programme of charity could be more 
comprehensive. These words embodied in the canons of the coun- 
cil are the faithful echoes of the teaching of Christ. The supreme 
duty of Christian charity was inculcated by all zealous teachers of 
the gospel from the beginning. Let us single out one, as a repre- 
sentative of his time, St. John Chrysostom, who speaks of mercy 
in these stirring words: “She is the queen of virtues, lifting up 
man to heavenly heights and pleading powerfully in his behalf. 
Mercy has strong wings; she penetrates the clouds, soars above 
the stars and enters into the very heavens. This you may learn 
from the sacred writings, wherein you read: Thy prayers and thy 
alms are ascended for a memorial in the sight of God. This 
means: though you have many sins, fear not, if you have alms and 
works of mercy to plead for you; they will blot out the hand- 
writing that stands against you.” From such teaching which placed 
charity first in the hierarchy of virtues and made the works of 
mercy the most efficacious means of expiation, a most vigorous 
charitable activity was bound to grow up. The beauty of the 
Church’s teaching on charity and the novelty of its doctrine cannot 
be denied, and is admitted, albeit grudgingly, even by its enemies. 
Thus Lecky writes: “Christianity for the first time made charity 
a rudimentary virtue, giving it a leading place in the moral type, 
and in the exhortations of its teachers. For the first time in the 
history of mankind it has inspired many thousands of men and 
women to devote their entire lives to the single object of assuaging 
the sufferings of humanity. It has indissolubly united, in the minds 
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of men, the idea of supreme goodness with that of active and con- 
stant benevolence.” Nay, more, it has given inexhaustible vitality 
to charity, because it has linked the love of man to the love of 
God. And so Christian charity has flowered and filled the earth 
with its perfume, because its roots are sunk in such fertile soil, 
in the bosom of God. 

(2) A theory may be very attractive; but the reality may fall 
very short of it. How was it in the Church? Did her practice of 
charity correspond to her lofty teaching? Let history give the 
answer. 

The beginnings of active charity coincide with the beginnings of 
the Apostolic preaching. In the infant Church the works of mercy 
were well known and universally practiced. Jerusalem has set an 
example never surpassed, never equalled. “And the multitude of 
believers had but one heart and one soul; and all things were com- 
mon unto them; neither was there any one needy among them. 
For as many as were owners of lands or houses, sold them, and 
brought the price of the things sold, and laid it down before the 
feet of the Apostles. And distribution was made to every one, 
according as he had need” (Acts iv, 32). Deacons were chosen to 
minister to the temporal wants of the needy; banquets of love were 
held where rich and poor united like the members of one family. 
Early did charity become organized that there might be no useless 
waste, but wise distribution. Every community was also a char- 
itable society, and took care of its widows and orphans, or stran- 
gers and prisoners, and sent help to distant congregations in need. 
Never was Christian charity narrow, confining its activity to local 
boundaries. 

Even the cruel persecutions that swept over the growing Church 
were unable to quench the flame of charity. Daily it assumed new 
forms to adapt itself to the peculiar needs; particular solicitude did 
the Church show for her children imprisoned for Christ’s sake. 
Yet even in these days of stress, when the Church was hunted down 
by implacable enemies and every Christian was outlawed, when 
her possessions were forfeited and she only found safety in the 
bowels of the earth, she provided not only for her own poor, but 
helped the pagans, when in distress. “You forget,” says Tertul- 
lian in his Apology to the heathens, “that notwithstanding your per- 
secutions, we pray for you and do good to you; that if we give 
nothing for your gods, we do give for your poor, and that our 
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charity spreads more alms in your streets than the offerings pre- 
sented by your religion in your temples.” That is the hallmark of 
true charity, the willingness to assist even our enemies in their 
afflictions. During the persecution under Gallus, 252, when a pes- 
tilence raged in Carthage, and the heathens threw out their dead 
and sick upon the streets and ran away from them for fear of 
contagion, St. Cyprian assembled his congregation and exhorted 
them to love their enemies; whereupon all went to work and rested 
not till the dead were buried, the sick nursed and the city saved 
from desolation. 

As the resources and the power of the Church increased, her 
charitable activity expanded and grew to imposing proportions. 
After Constantine we see Christians build hospitals and houses of 
refuge for the strangers, the poor, the sick, the aged, the orphans, 
the foundlings. By this time Christian relief work had become 
so extensive as to encompass every need and affliction. In the 
reign of Gregory I. there existed hospitals in Rome, Naples, Sicily, 
Sardinia and in many towns of the East. Withal it must not be 
forgotten that the means of the Church were limited, as most of 
her children belonged to the poorer classes. In spite of this, 
private charity was practiced to an astonishing degree. St. Basil 
himself nursed the sick in his hospital at Caesarea and did not 
shrink from contact with lepers. St. Jerome founded a hospice in 
Bethlehem and induced Roman ladies of proud ancestry to sell their 
jewels and palaces for the poor and to exchange a life of luxuri- 
ous ease for a life of self-denial. For Christian charity is not con- 
tent to bestow gifts, it gives what is best: personal service, elevating 
friendship, and the touch of a loving hand. Wherever the shadows 
of misfortune gather and thicken, the stars of Christian charity 
rise and soften the darkness of every calamity. What the Church 
has done for the poorest of the poor, the friendless slaves, would 
fill volumes; where she could not break their chains, she eased 
the burdens and made the galling yoke mild and sweet. For the 
ransom of slaves and captives the Church would not pause at 
the sale of her sacred vessels. Nay, many a Christian has given 
his own liberty as a ransom for some poor slave or captive. The 
redemption of captives was considered as very meritorious work. 
Religious brotherhoods sprang up for the purpose of redeeming 
captives from their cruel lot. 

In the Middle Ages charity flourished as never before. In gen- 
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eral, it may be said that ages of faith are always fruitful in works 
of mercy. Says an unprejudiced author: “No period has done so 
much for the poor as the Middle Ages. What wholesale distribu- 
tion of alms, what an abundance of institutions of the most various 
kinds, what numbers of hospitals for all manner of sufferers, what 
a series of ministrant orders, male and female, knightly and civil, 
what self-sacrifice and devotedness!” The scope of charity en- 
larged continually; no want went unrelieved. The monasteries be- 
came centres of relief work and havens of refuge, whether they 
arose in the trackless forest or the crowded city. Montes Pietatis 
for the loan of money on reasonable terms were erected to save 
men from the grasp and the extortions of soulless usurers. Charity 
showed itself inventive and resourceful to meet new conditions, 
growing from the advance of civilization. 

The last centuries have witnessed a splendid growth of the char- 
itable organizations of the Church. They have seen the rise of new 
religious orders devoted to the service of afflicted mankind, among 
them the Little Sisters of the Poor, and the Nuns of the Good 
Shepherd consecrated to the reformation of wayward girls. This 
rescue work is, indeed, very arduous and ungrateful and ranks 
high among charities. The seventeenth century may boast of 
having given to the Church one of her noblest saints, Vincent de 
Paul, whose name is blessed by millions and whose life is an in- 
spiration to all lovers of humanity. The deaf and the dumb, the 
blind and the crippled, the aged and the feebleminded, the insane 
and the very outcasts, have found friends to gladden their hearts 
and to bring the light of joy into their lives. The tongue of an 
angel could not do adequate justice to the works of charity accom- 
plished by the Church within the last generations; they are numer- 
ous and bright as the stars of heaven. There is one name, how- 
ever, which we cannot pass over in silence; a man who shall not be 
forgotten, as long as the love of neighbor dwells on earth: I mean 
Frederic Ozanam, the founder of the Conferences of St. Vincent 
de Paul. The conferences have ramified and spread all over the 
earth, and the good which they have done is incalculable. But the 
Church has many names of equal brilliancy in the annals of her 
history. And, besides, there are many of her children who have 
lived devoted and consecrated lives of service, but whose names 
have remained unknown and whose countless deeds of charity have 
not been chronicled, except by the recording angel. The charitable 
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agencies maintained by the Church in our times are so vast and 
elaborate as to defy any attempt at description; the sums invested in 
them are enormous; and yet these heavy burdens and taxes are 
borne without complaint by the faithful, who give cheerfully for 
Christ’s sake. 

By far the greater part of the history of Christian charity shall 
remain forever unwritten. The spontaneous charity of the indi- 
vidual rarely becomes known to others than those who benefit by 
it. The power of Christian charity is felt everywhere; but it does 
its work silently and without heralding it. It follows human misery 
into all its lonely griefs with friendly sympathy and ready help, 
without the slightest thought of publicity. The charity that ad- 
vertises is not genuine charity, for our Lord has said: “When thou 
dost alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doth. 
That thy alms may be in secret, and thy Father who seeth in secret 
will repay thee.” 

My dear Friends: We have reviewed the charitable activity of 
the Church, not for the sake of pride and vainglorious ostentation, 
but for the sake of inspiration and imitation. Let us look into the 
mirror of the past and strive not to degenerate from the lofty 
ideals of our fathers. The poor we shall always have with us. 
There is always a call for charity and service. There are many 
tears which we can dry; many wants we can relieve; many dark 
lives we can brighten; many broken hearts we can cheer. Our faith 
shall be tested by the works of mercy it has prompted. Faith with- 
out works is a dead and a useless faith, and does not avail to 
salvation. Let us make evident the faith that is within us and let us 
make good our calling by works of kindness and love. Those are 
the dark days of the Church, when the flame of charity burns low; 
may charity shine as bright in our days as it ever shone before! 
What a reward will be ours if our lives are rich in deeds of love; 
for thus will the Judge speak at the final reckoning: “Come, ye 
blessed of my Father; for, as long as you did it to one of these my 
least brethren, you did it unto me.” Amen. 
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PASSION SUNDAY 


THE PASSION 





BY THE REV. J. A. M. GILLIS, M.A. 
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4 “O all ye who pass by the way, attend and see if there be any sorrow like 
} to my sorrow.”—Lam. i, 12. 


SYNOPSIS.—The ceremonies of the day. Their significance. Application 
of the text, Jesus the “Man of Sorrows.” Jeremias mourning over the 
captivity of his people, a figure of Jesus. A view of the Passion. The 
Last Supper and incidental details inspired by the transcendent love of 
Jesus. Hence the corresponding grief occasioned by the ingratitude 
shown in return. The Church’s mourning, evidenced in the veiling of 
the statues and crucifixes, a mark of her sympathy for the sorrows of 
her Divine Spouse. The Atonement of the Old Law a figure of thé 
Atonement of Christ. The attending sorrow of the Old Atonement re- 
called in the New. The universal sorrow responded to by the dumb crea- 
tion. Conclusion. 

This is Passion Sunday, and a pall of grief rests on the sanctuary. 
The images—the crucifixes and statuary—are deeply veiled in 
mourning ; and the ritual of the Mass is bereft of every symbol of 
gladness. The Gloria, with its beautiful significance of joy and 
gladness, is omitted. The Psalm of David, the Judica, in which 
the royal prophet pours forth the sorrows of his heart, is not to-day 
recited at the foot of the altar. During the rest of the year, in 
festival and ferial, this penitential Psalm forms the preparation of 
the Mass, before the priest ascends the altar. But to-day, and 
; during the whole of Passiontide, the Mass itself, in the Introit, 
; opens with the Psalm. In this the church would have us direct our 
thoughts to the one great sorrow of which the sorrow of David, 
poured forth so piteously, was but the faintest shadow. 

The Gospel relates how the Saviour hid Himself from the people 
‘ who cruelly attempted to stone Him. The Church evidences her 
sorrow at this ill-treatment of her Divine Spouse by concealing 
from vision the crucifixes and sacred images which are thus deeply 
veiled with purple—the garb of penance and sorrow. 

In the days of Sedicias, king of Juda, gloom and sorrow fell over 
Jerusalem, Nabuchodonosor, king. of Babylon, sent his armies 
against the city. For two long years, from the ninth to the eleventh 
year of the reign of that unfortunate monarch, a cry of hunger 
and distress arose from the besieged city. Day after day saw new 
horrors enacted, and the dirge of the doomed city sounded with 
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deeper despair. The massive walls of the holy city at length 
yielded to the enemy ; the army of the Assyrian entered through the 
break, and sword and fire completed the work of desolation. The 
noble structures which lent beauty to the ancient capital of Juda 
were plundered and left in smoldering ruins. The flower of the 
nobility and all the warriors who could raise the sword in defense 
of the nation were carried away in captivity, so that of the once 
proud city of kings not one was left but a few dressers of vines 
and husbandmen. And, saddest disaster in the work of desolation, 
the holy temple, the pledge of the favors of the Lord God of Israel, 
and the witness of the glories of a past age, that noble pile of 
marble and living gold, built and enriched by the munificence of 
King Solomon, was despoiled of its sacred treasures and burnt to 
the ground. 

It was then that the holy prophet Jeremiah stood over the ruins 
of the fallen city and temple and delivered those messages of sor- 
row so beautifully voiced in his Lamentations. 

In the words of the text the desolate mourners bewailing the 
doom of Jerusalem and the holy temple and the captivity of his 
people in foreign land, challenges all other sorrows to compare 
with the story of his Lamentations: “Ye who pass by the way attend 
and see if there be any sorrow like to my sorrow.” 

These words can have their full significance only as applied to 
Him who bore the load of all human grief upon His shoulders and 
whose sorrows were as the mighty ocean compared with the tiny 
streamlets of the sorrows of men. Hence, the prophet Isaias, see- 
ing, through the mystic veil of the future, this Divine Victim of 
the sins of men weighed to the ground amidst the shadows of 
Gethsemani, covered with a sweat of blood and making his pathetic 
appeal to His Eternal Father, says of Him: “We have seen Him 
despised, the most abject of men, a man of sorrows.” Hence the 
Church applies the words of the mournful Jeremiah in His Lamenta- 
tions to Him, who alone is the “Man of Sorrow.” “All ye who 
pass by the way attend and see if there be any sorrow like unto 
My sorrow.” 

That doleful night of the Last Supper, when the last farewell 
was exchanged in the eating of the Pasch and the institution of 
the Eucharist, accompanying the Saviour’s words: “Amen, I will 
drink no more of the fruit of the vine until that day when I shall 
drink it new in the Kingdom of God.” That night with 
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His three chosen and privileged Apostles failing to watch one hour 
with Him to lessen His burden of grief; that night with the de- 
sertion of all whom He most favored as His companions, with the 
denial by one and the betrayal by another; that gloomy night of 
humiliation and suffering, when dumb nature must have groaned in 
lamentation, as it did on the morrow by the darkening of the skies 
and the quaking of the earth and the rending of the veil of the 
temple ; that night, when God, in His eternal love, was suffering for 
man and man showed only ingratitude, witnessed that limitless 
ocean of sorrow of which all other sorrows are but shadows in 
comparison. 

Is there anything which touches the sensibilities so much as 
the ingratitude of a friend? And, if that friend has been more 
highly favored than others, if special privileges have been con- 
ferred upon him, if our tenderest love has been shown him, then 
his ingratitude, his forgetfulness of our favors and love, wounds 
our feeling a thousand times more. It is such ingratitude of bosom 
friends which intensified the Saviour’s grief that, in the prophetic 
words of Isaias, He is the “Man of Sorrows.” 

A banquet is to be given. It is a feast of love. A generous 
Master invites His friends as His guests. They come. They 
partake of the feast. The kindliest of friendly greetings are inter- 
changed. The time passes like the sweet pleasures of a happy 
dream. But as the hour of parting approaches, this kind-hearted 
Master announces to His guests that He is with them for the last 
time; that the object of His inviting them was to say to them a long 
and lasting farewell. Could anything be expected on the part of 
those guests on hearing such words but expressions of kindliest 
and warmest friendship and feelings of deepest and most genuine 
sorrow? One who was their truest friend and most liberal bene- 
factor; one who lavished upon them every kindness which the most 
generous love could prompt; one who stood by them in every need, 
who sorrowed with them in their sorrow and rejoiced with them 
in their joy, was with them for the saddest duty which friend owes 
to friend—to pronounce a lasting farewell. 

Words cannot adequately picture the sense of horror which must 
fill any heart capable of sympathy at the thought of one of those 
favored ones, not only returning the coldest and deepest ingrati- 
tude to such a friend and benefactor on such a sad occasion, but 
actually, at that sacred moment, planning to betray Him. 
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A picture of such kindness and love on the part of One, and of 
such cruel ingratitude on the part of the other, will bring home to 
us, in some measure, the last sad events which weighed down the 
Saviour with that burden of sorrow so piteously voiced in the words 
of the Lamentations. 

The Last Supper and the events immediately preceding and fol- 
lowing it present that example of undying love on the one part and 
forgetfulness and cruelty on the other, which lend to the story of 
the Passion its unparalleled tinge of sadness. 

Jesus sends His Apostles to prepare a dining-room where He 
was to celebrate the Passover with them. 

St. John, who attended to the most minute details in his Gospel 
narrative, tells why the Saviour selected this occasion to be present 
with His Apostles: “Now, before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus, 
knowing that His hour was come that He should depart out of 
this world unto His Father, having loved His own who were in the 
world, loved them to the end” (John xiii, 1). It was the transcend- 
ent love of Jesus for his Apostles which inspired all the beautiful 
and touching details of the Last Supper. In the depths of His 
infinite love Jesus calls them “His own.” What more endearing 
expression was ever used by one friend to another? 

To bring out the picture of enduring love in all its captivating 
beauty, the very Apostle who is about to betray Him is given a post 
of honor close by Jesus’ side. The Evangelist, St. John, testifies of 
himself that he reclined on Jesus’ bosom, hence he occupied a place 
of honor by the side of the Saviour. And who sits by His other 
hand? The details of the Gospel leave little doubt that in that 
other place of honor by the side of Jesus sat he who was about to 
betray Him. He dips his guilty hand with Jesus “in the dish,” and 
he talks with a familiarity and asks questions and gets replies to 
them, which lead us to conclude that he sits close by the Saviour’s 
side (Matth. xxvi, 21-25). 

In the course of the Supper Jesus made the announcement which 
renders this banquet of love also one of sadness. It was then He 
furnished them with the information that this was the occasion of 
His bidding them a last, long farewell. St. Luke opens this chapter 
of the Saviour’s love and of the farewell which was prompted by 
it: “With desire I have desired to eat this Pasch with you before 
I suffer, for I say to you that from this time I will not eat it till it 
be fulfilled in the Kingdom of My Father” (Luke xxii, 15-16). 
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The scene of the Supper is passed. The Garden of Olives is 
reached. Here comes another pang of grief to the sad heart of the 
Saviour. This time it comes from the conduct of those three 
Apostles on whose bosom, as it were, He hung for support when the 
traitor went forth in the silence of the darkness to complete his 
work of treachery. 

Knowing that the end was at hand, Jesus goes forth to pour 
forth His soul to His Eternal Father in a prayer of appeal, and, 
at the same time, of perfect resignation: “My Father, if it be 
possible, let this chalice pass away from me, nevertheless not as I 
will, but as Thou wilt” (Matth. 26-39). And feeling the over- 
powering weight of sorrow weighing Him to the ground, He seeks 
consolation from the presence of His beloved Apostles. He comes 
back to them, as if to have His load of grief assuaged by their 
words of sympathy, but even these—the Apostles whom He 
favored in a special way, the three privileged ones who stood by 
Him to witness his glory on the mountain of Transfiguration— 
have forgotten Him and are fast asleep. He addresses them 
His words of mild and loving complaint: “What? Could you not 
watch one hour with me?” And with a silent farewell he moves 
on through the darkness to meet a traitor. “Friend, whereto art 
thou come?” are the endearing words of the Master to His fallen 
Apostle. In the infinite depths of His compassion He would remind 
the unfortunate deicide that there was still time for repentance. 
But the heart of the traitor is hardened against the sweet grace of 
repentance; he is bent upon carrying out his work of treachery 
and sin; and to give his confederates the prearranged sign, he im- 
plants his traitorous kiss on the divine lips, and the innocent Victim 
is placed in the hands of sinners. 

The long, weary hours of that night of indescribable suffering and 
humiliation we pass over in silence. No human words can picture 
the sad tragedy. The Divine Victim Himself gives us the keynote 
when He pours forth His lamentation in the Garden of Olives: 
“My soul is sorrowful even unto death.” The day opens with the 
consummation of the tragedy in sight. Jesus, loaded with the heavy 
Cross, at length reaches the hill of Calvary. The instruments of 
torture are hastily prepared, and the innocent Lamb is laid on the 
altar of sacrifice. Hardened sinners look without remorse on the 
melancholy scene, but dumb nature protests against the cruelty of 
man, and pours forth its sympathy. The heavens which, in the 
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words of Psalmists, show forth the glory of God and the firmament 
which declareth the work of His Hand, put on their mourning 
weeds. The sun veils its splendor and leaves the world in gloom 
and darkness. All nature is troubled and trembles as if sobbing at 
the sight of its outraged Creator. 

A few days before this tragedy the Saviour enters Jerusalem 
amidst the plaudits of the people. It is His day of triumph. The 
multitude rush forth to meet Him and to greet Him as their King; 
they strew their garments beneath His feet, and sing Hosannas of 
praise. All is joy and gladness and splendor. And when the Phari- 
sees rebuke the people in their manifestation of loyalty and love, 
the Saviour points to the hard stones of the pavement and tells the 
impious Pharisees that should the people refuse to acknowledge 
their Lord and King, those very stones over which He trod would 
cry out and show Him homage. Now, when the guilty hand of 
man has nailed Him to an infamous gibbet, the hard rocks are 
touched at the piteous sight and are rent asunder to manifest their 
sympathy. 

To-day the Church brings home to us the saddest of scenes and 
is befittingly garbed in mourning. The crucifixes and other sacred 
emblems are hidden from view, and sadness marks the whole ritual. 
There was a day in the ancient law, it fell on the tenth of the 
seventh month of the Jewish year, and was a day of universal 
mourning among the people of God. By the command of the Lord 
God of Israel every soul was to be afflicted with sorrow on that 
day, for it was the solemn day of atonement and propitiation. That 
day of atonement, in the God-given ritual of Israel, was but the 
figure of the great Atonement and Propitiation of the New Law. 
In the Epistle of the Mass to-day the Christ is placed before us as 
the great High Priest of the New Law, whose person and sacrifice 
infinitely transcends the priests and priestly offerings of the Ancient 
Law. So the atonement He offers for sinners infinitely outweighs 
in merit the atonement of the Jewish ritual. He is the High Priest 
par excellence, the one eternal meditator of redemption between God 
and man. Hence, in the Breviary, the official prayer of the Church, 
the commemorations of the saints are omitted during the Passion- 
tide, not that those intercessary prayers are not efficacious during 
this time as on other times of the year, but to direct our attention 
on the eve of the Passion to Him who alone offers condign satis- 
faction for sinners to the offended majesty of God. 
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In the Preface of the Mass the fruits of this satisfaction of 
Christ for sinners is brought home to us in the words: “It is truly 
meet and just, right and available to salvation, that we should 
always and in all places give thanks to Thee, Eternal God, who has 
fastened the salvation of the human race on the wood of the Cross 
that from whence death originated life might arise, that He who 
conquered by wood might be overcome by wood through Christ 
our Lord. 

From the “Tree of Knowledge,” through the disobedience of 
the first Adam, came to the world sin and all its concomitant woes. 
Again, through a tree, the tree of Redemption—the Cross, the 
second Adam, the great Antitype, by His obedience “even unto 
death,” restored the pristine happiness of man in the happy state 
of grace and heirship to God’s glory. 











LENTEN SERMONS 
FREQUENT COMMUNION 


Six Sermons on the Decree of Dec. 20, 1905 


BY THE REV. ADOLF CHWALA, 0O.M.I. 


III. Frequent CoMMUNION—A PLEDGE OF ETERNAL LIFE 


“When a strong man armed keepeth his court, those things are in peace 
which he possesseth.”—Luke xi, 21. 

Having cured the dumb man possessed by a devil, our Saviour 
gave the following vivid account of the proceedings of an evil 
spirit that had gone out of a man: “He walketh through places 
without water, seeking rest, and, not finding, he saith: ‘I will re- 
turn into my house whence I came out.’ And when he is come, he 
findeth it swept and garnished. Then he goeth and taketh with him 
seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and entering in, they 
dwell there. And the last state of that man becomes worse than 
the first” (Luke xi, 24-26). 

Why was this whole company of evil spirits able to enter the 
man’s soul? Because they found the house, 1. e., the soul, unoccu- 
pied, without a master, and consequently unprotected. 

Every man, as long as he is in this world, is liable to suffer thus, 
but one who seldom receives Holy Communion is peculiarly exposed 
to this danger. If by means of a good Confession and Communion 
he succeeds in driving the evil one out of his soul, his enemy will 
return and assail him more violently than ever, and as the soul, 
undefended by frequent Communion, grows weaker and weaker, 
it is soon again at the mercy of the devil, and “the last state of that 
man becomes worse than the first.” 

It is otherwise with one who often receives his Lord in Holy 
Communion. He resembles the strong man armed against the foe, 
and all his possessions are safe, especially sanctifying grace, which 
constitutes his claim to heaven. 

Let us consider to-day two important points: 

1. That frequent Communion makes our eternal salvation doubly 


sure. 
2. That those who communicate seldom are in great danger of 
being lost for ever. 
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Frequent Communion is the way to heaven, the home that we 
all desire to reach. But let us not forget our Saviour’s words: 
“How narrow is the gate and straight is the way that leadeth to 
life, and few there are that find it” (Matth. vii, 14). We all feel 
anxious when we look forward to eternity, for we all have to fight 
a hard battle before we can obtain the crown of victory. Now, 
this battle is against three powerful enemies: the world, that is 
seated in wickedness (I. John v, 19) ; the flesh, that lusteth against 
the spirit (Gal. v, 17); and the devil, who was a murderer from 
the beginning (John viii, 44). But why should we fear? Our 
Lord has said: “He that eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood 
abideth in Me and I in him. . . . He that eateth this bread shall 
live for ever” (John vi, 57, 59). How can we be afraid if God is 
with us? The powers of evil may indeed be mighty, but they are 
never so strong as the grace of Holy Communion. 

The prophet Elias fled into the wilderness to avoid the cruelty 
of Queen Jezabel, who was seeking his life. On his way he felt 
weary and hungry, and found no refreshment in the desert. So 
he lay down under a juniper-tree and longed to die. At last he 
fell into the sleep of exhaustion and slept until an angel touched him, 
saying: “Arise, eat; for thou hast yet a great way to go” (III. 
Kings xix, 7). Rising up, he saw bread and water, and having 
eaten and drunk, he walked in the strength of that food forty days 
and forty nights to Mount Horeb. We have here a type of Holy 
Communion. On our way to heaven we are constantly harassed 
by evil spirits, anxious to destroy the life, not of our bodies, but of 
our souls. The road often seems rough and tedious, and we 
should like to rest and to abandon the flight from sin and the 
effort to do right. But the Church supplies us with miraculous 
food in the most holy Sacrament of the Altar, and says to us, as the 
angel said to Elias: “Arise, eat, for thou hast yet a great way to go. 
This is the Bread of Life, and he that eateth thereof shall never 
die.” If, therefore, we persevere in receiving Holy Communion 
well and frequently, no one will be able to exclude us from heaven. 

St. Thomas Aquinas (S. Th. iii, qu. 65, a. 1) explains this very 
clearly by means of a comparison between the natural and spiritual 
life of man. He says: With regard to the natural life we must 
consider a man both as an individual and as a member of the human 
race—as an individual, inasmuch as he is independent; as a member 
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of the human race, inasmuch as he belongs to it as a whole. Now, 
as an individual, a man must first be born, then he must grow and 
develop until he attains his proper size and strength, and in order 
to do this he requires food. 

Something analogous takes place also in the spiritual life. At our 
Baptism this life is given us, viz., sanctifying grace, which makes us 
children of God. At Confirmation a man receives a sort of com- 
pletion of the spirit, and becomes, so to say, a full-grown Christian. 
But in order that he may continue to live, the most holy Sacrament 
of the Altar is supplied him as food for his soul. “Except you eat 
the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, you shalt not 
have life in you” (John vi, 54). We need this food often. Ma- 
terial food gives a man strength and endurance only for a time, and 
the same is the case with Holy Communion. Whoever therefore 
desires to remain alive must often take food, and whoever wishes 
to continue in God’s grace and not to break down in the struggle 
to persevere must communicate frequently. It is only in this way 
that Holy Communion is to men refreshment on the road to heaven. 

There is, however, another, somewhat indirect manner, in which 
frequent Communion gives us everlasting life. The road to heaven 
is steep and narrow, and encompassed with many dangers; but, as 
we have seen, frequent Communion affords us strength and courage 
to persevere along this road to the end. It is often hard to find 
and easy to lose the right path. Sometimes it leads through thickets, 
sometimes through gloomy forests; it is not well trodden, and in 
many places is overgrown with grass. Here and there we may see 
some one in front of us, but we often lose sight of him, and then 
we have to be cautious and stop now and then to look about and 
make sure that we are on the right road. If we see that we have 
strayed from it, we must at once retrace our steps, lest we lose it 
altogether. Everyone who wants to be safe must often halt on the 
way to heaven, and either look for himself or inquire of others 
whether he is going right. Now each of our Communions is a 
halt of this kind; each is a light showing us the way to our Father’s 
home in heaven. In Holy Communion we receive Jesus Christ, 
the light of the world, the light of mankind. St. Augustine re- 
marks very aptly: “Just as the Jews were plunged into darkness 
through Christ crucified, so are we enlightened by receiving Him 
crucified as food—manducando crucifixum et libendo illuminamur” 
(Hom. 45 in Joan. n. 14). 
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Holy Communion, by increasing our knowledge and weakening 
our passions, strengthens our will, and in this way imparts energy 
to us on our way to heaven. St. Ambrose says (de viduis 10, n. 60) 
that just as our Saviour once cured St. Peter’s mother-in-law, so 
in the Holy Eucharist He will diminish in us the lusts of the flesh. 
He has triumphed over sin, death and hell. He will help you to 
control your undisciplined desires and to weaken their hold upon 
you, so that you may not yield to them; He will show you how 
to overcome all the enemies that lie in wait for you. St. Cyril of 
Alexandria rightly says that a man who is careless about the recep- 
tion of Holy Communion and refrains from it by his own fault 
under the pretext of feeling deep reverence for the Holy Eucharist, 
will not enjoy life everlasting, because, by neglecting this mystical 
union with Christ, he refuses to allow himself to receive life 
(in Joan. vi, 35). 

Frequent Communion necessitates frequent Confession, and each 
Confession is a halt on our way, encouraging us often to approach 
the Lord’s table, and to advance with greater assurance along the 
rough, narrow, steep path that leads to heaven. In this way we 
obtain a better knowledge of ourselves, a keener perception of the 
dangers threatening us, and increased facility in discovering means 
to prevent us from going astray. If ever we are so unhappy as to 
lose our way through mortal sin, we shall soon come back to the 
right road, so that for this reason also frequent Communion helps 
us on towards heaven. 

As a man lives, so will he die. Many die as they have lived, 
without contrition and without the Sacraments. A terrible death 
indeed! But no one need fear dying thus who goes often to Holy 
Communion, for he is always ready to die, being always in the 
grace of God; he has no reason to dread eternity, and has a better 
right than others to hope for time to make a good preparation for 
death. In life it has been his delight to receive his Saviour fre- 
quently, and our Lord will be glad to come to be his viaticum in 
death, so that the devout soul will enter eternity upheld by His 
hand. You see that frequent Communion is undoubtedly the best 


way to heaven. 
II. 


The case is different with one who communicates seldom; we 
cannot say of him that he is sure to reach heaven, in fact we might 
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almost fear the contrary. Think of a person who goes seldom 
to Holy Communion. He is certainly not a model Christian, but 
a very ordinary mortal, if not actually a worldling. He communi- 
cates occasionally, chiefly because others do so, and he does not 
wish to be singular. Consequently it is not love of the Blessed 
Sacrament, not any desire for perfection, not a good and pious 
motive that makes him receive Holy Communion, but merely some 
external compulsion, pride or human respect. Such Communions 
do the soul more harm than good, as we shall see if we look into 
the matter. 

One class of people who communicate seldom consists of those 
living voluntarily under circumstances that are immediate oc- 
casions of grievous sin. They are well aware, and if they are not, 
their confessor tells them, that, in order to make their Confessions 
valid, they must firmly resolve to avoid or abandon immediate 
occasions of sin. It would cost them something to do this, so what 
is the result? They go still less frequently to the Sacraments. 
They have not the courage necessary to abandon occasions of sin, 
and hence, in order to get absolution, they change their confessor, 
suppress more or less important facts, and gloss over their sins; in 
other words, they try to get absolution by some trickery. As a 
result the reception of the Sacraments affords them no peace of 
mind, and their conscience never ceases to reproach them. Con- 
sequently they communicate less and less frequently. If, however, 
they adhered to the practice of frequent Communion, their con- 
science being ever on the alert, the grace of Holy Communion would 
soon lead them once for all to abandon immediate occasions of sin, 
and this would be of the greatest benefit to them. A man of this 
kind refrains from Holy Communion, but not from occasions of 
sin, and so his sins grow greater and more numerous, and his 
conscience is dull. Perhaps from time to time he still approaches 
the Sacraments, but he does so merely for the sake of appearances, 
and God alone knows what his Confessions and Communions are 
worth. I should not like to call them actually sacrilegious, but they 
are certainly of very doubtful efficacy, and a proof of this lies in 
the fact that such persons are never at ease when they think of 
death, nor when their conscience is reawakened by some mission, 
but they desire to make good their defective Confessions and Com- 
munions. This is, however, a great grace that God does not bestow 
upon everybody, and others go down to hell with their eyes closed 
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to their real state. “His own iniquities catch the wicked, and he 
is fast bound with the ropes of his own sins” (Prov. v, 22). 

Another class of people who seldom go to Holy Communion is 
that of the habitual sinners. Whoever commits a sin often, commits 
it with ever greater ease, until it becomes habitual, and habit is 
very rightly described as second nature. It is difficult for a man 
to cure himself of any inborn evil tendency, and it is almost equally 
hard to get rid of an acquired bad habit, especially if it is con- 
nected with something that appeals to our senses and gratifies the 
lower instincts of our corrupt nature. Whoever really intends to 
break off a bad habit must either naturally possess a strong will 
or acquire one by the grace of God. It is an article of faith that 
man, unaided by grace, cannot avoid grievous sins, especially 
habitual sins, but it is equally of faith that grace alone does not 
sanctify a man unless he has the will to be sanctified. In order, 
therefore, to abandon a sinful habit, a man must himself firmly 
resolve to abandon it, and God must continually aid this 
resolution by His grace. The sinner must have recourse to the 
channels through which he can receive this indispensable grace, 
and the chief of them is Holy Communion. St. Ambrose writes 
(Serm. xix, in Ps. 118 n. 5): “The Body of Christ is a cool shade, 
allaying the heat of our passions, extinguishing the fire of con- 
cupiscence and diminishing the influence of our various emotions.” 
We saw last time how Holy Communion suppresses our evil 
tendencies, so that we can say with St. Cyril of Alexandria: “The 
Holy Eucharist controls the law that rages in our members and 
destroys the impulses of our bodily passions” (in Joan. c. 17). 

But this applies only to frequent Communion; one single Com- 
munion never yet overcame any sinful habit that had taken deep 
root in the heart, or had actually become a vice. Hence it behooves 
one who sins by force of habit to go to the Sacraments often and 
seek his restoration to spiritual health in Holy Communion, just as 
a man recoving from sickness regains his strength by adopting a 
suitable and nourishing diet. Frequent Communion will un- 
doubtedly strengthen his will to resist the bad habit, if only he does 
his best to break it off. Otherwise he will fall back every time into 
the same sin, and his life will consist of brief periods of resistance 
separated by long intervals of yielding to his vicious habit. 

Would it be of any avail to him to communicate seldom? Would 
this help him on the way to heaven, or prove eventually only a 
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reason for his condemnation? Even if his rare Confessions and 
Communions were really good and valid, he would nevertheless be 
_almost always in danger of being lost, since he would pass the 
greater part of his life in a state of sin. Many a drunkard has 
died intoxicated; many a blasphemer has been overtaken by death 
when beside himself with rage, and we see the truth of our Lord’s 
words: “The last state of that man was worse than the first.” 

Finally there are many who go seldom to Holy Communion be- 
cause they are indifferent, lukewarm or careless. They are not in 
earnest about their religion, and therefore think very little of it, 
and in the intervals between their Communions they live on in a 
state of sin and temptation without any serious purpose of serving 
God. The thought of grave neglect of duties has no power to 
rouse their conscience, and they regard God’s laws as of small im- 
portance or as no longer binding. If they go to Confession they 
do not really examine themselves, and they have no genuine con- 
trition. They pay no attention at all to many sins unless their 
confessor happens to question them on the subject, and they are 
quite satisfied with reading an act of contrition in a prayer-book. 
Can this be what is meant by examining ourselves before receiving 
the Lord’s Body? 

The Communions of such people are most questionable. St. Paul 
says that whoever eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 
drinketh judgment to himself (I. Cor. xi, 29), and shall be guilty 
of the Body and Blood of the Lord (tbid. v. 27). They cannot 
truly have the right faith, for otherwise they would neither com- 
municate so seldom, nor approach the Lord’s table in such a con- 
dition. 

There is an argument that we unhappily hear very often, although 
those who use it have never seriously considered what it means. 
They say: “What is the use of going frequently to Communion? 
One always remains the same; I need only look at myself, or at 
any of those people who communicate often, and I find my opinion 
confirmed.” This may be true of such as communicate seldom, 
or of those who communicate often but without the right intention, 
being influenced by habit, vanity or motives of human respect. 
There is no foundation at all, however, for such a statement regard- 
ing those who communicate frequently or even daily, being in the 
state of grace and having a good intention. Anyone maintaining a 
contrary opinion would be declaring that the Church wished us to 
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perform a religious action that was either useless or even harmful 
to us. Such a thing is inconceivable. Pope Pius X. wished to en- 
courage us to communicate every day when in the decree dated 
Dec 20, 1905, he stated that any Christian might worthily approach 
the Lord’s table daily, provided only that he was free from grievous 
sin and had a good intention. 

I cannot, however, deny that even those who communicate daily 
can and do fall into little faults; but, we may ask, are all these im- 
perfections to be regarded as sins in the case of a communicant? 
Before I answer this question let us consider what are the causes 
of many faults in people who are really good and trying to lead 
good lives. Some commit faults in consequence of their natural 
disposition; they may be irritable and excitable, or be deficient in 
education. A mere trifle is often enough to rouse their anger 
and make them give way to bad temper. They may not even be 
aware that there is anything wrong or offensive in their behavior. 
Others, again, are obliged to associate with people with whom 
they are quite out of sympathy. It is no wonder if there are 
points of friction, and if they offend against charity, patience 
and gentleness; they give way to frailties to which even the saints 
are liable. There are others who, when young, have been badly 
trained, so that their selfish tendencies have remained uncorrected, 
and perhaps they grew up in houses where there was but little faith 
or piety. They are consequently self-centred and indifferent to 
religion and to the claims of charity, and even if in later life they 
enter upon a way of greater perfection, they are very apt to fall 
into many faults and sins. No one becomes holy in a day, and we 
ought not to be surprised if really pious souls are not free from 
little defects and sins. Moreover, many of these imperfections are 
unconscious and involuntary, and due not to any bad habit for 
which they are responsible, but rather to ignorance. Such defects 
ought not to be regarded as sins, and why should we take scandal 
at them? 

Consider, lastly, that Holy Communion can never directly remove 
all these causes of the involuntary and unconscious faults to which 
I have just alluded. Our Saviour did not promise, nor does the 
Church teach, that frequent or daily Communion completely re- 
moves all voluntary sins and imperfections, and so we ought not 
to be astonished if those who communicate daily still wilfully 
commit venial sins. If you are offended at their still sinning wil- 
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fully, think what would become of them if they went seldom to 
Holy Communion. I should be afraid of their sinning grievously 
against God, and it is therefore a very great grace if the frequent 
or daily reception of the Holy Eucharist preserves such weak 
mortals in the state of sanctifying grace. 

In conclusion let us not forget that Holy Communion affects 
the soul in the same way as material food the body. By taking 
nourishment daily a child grows in course of time to its full stature, 
and the same is true of the soul. By receiving Holy Communion 
frequently for years in succession a poor mortal develops into a 
saint, a citizen of heaven. 

Our Saviour said: “If a strong man armed keepeth his court, 
those things are in peace which he possesseth.” Let us arm our 
souls with frequent Communions, that a stronger enemy may not 
come and ruin them, for then our last state would be worse than 
our first. If we have a real desire for frequent Communion, God’s 
grace will do the rest, and our Lord’s words will be fulfilled. “If 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever” (John vi, 52). 
Amen. 





IV. MEN AND FREQUENT COMMUNION 


“Make the men sit down. ... The men therefore sat down, in number 
about five thousand.”—John vi, Io. 

What a wonderful sight must have been presented by the five 
thousand men who, having followed our Saviour, clustered about 
Him on the mountainside, eager to hear His words! Five thousand 
is a large number, and when Jesus had miraculously multiplied the 
five barley loaves before their eyes their enthusiasm for Him in- 
creased to such a pitch that they desired to make Him their king. 
They soon changed their minds, however, for when they gathered 
round Him on the next day at Capharnaum, secretly hoping to wit- 
ness another miracle in evidence of His divine mission, our Saviour 
began to promise them another kind of bread, more wonderful than 
that which Moses gave the Israelites in the wilderness, namely, His 
own most sacred Body. They cared nothing for this bread, and 
so they went away murmuring and devoid of faith. 

This episode reveals to us plainly the behavior of worldly-minded 
people. As long as God showers temporal benefits upon them, and, 
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as it were, miraculously multiplies the loaves, they are willing 
enough to serve Him. But as soon as the following of Christ costs 
them some sacrifice, even though eternal happiness is to be its 
reward, they act like the five thousand in the wilderness and 
abandon our Lord. Do we not see this with regard to Holy Com- 
munion? Why do men communicate so seldom? They come, per- 
haps, at Easter, and once or twice in the year, but that is all. Our 
Lord indeed said: “He that eateth my flesh . . . hath everlasting 
life,” the greatest benefit that even God can give us, but they, like 
many of His disciples, say: “This saying is hard, and who can hear 
it?’ Yet the reception of Holy Communion is most indispensable 
for men, and I purpose to-day to show you: 

1. How necessary it is for men to communicate often; 

2. The reasons why men communicate so seldom. 


I. 


No one can deny that the souls of men are exposed to very great 
dangers. A man lives out in the world and is surrounded by temp- 
tations. He hears others speak disparaging words of his faith and 
morals. He has companions who actually try to bring about his 
ruin. Bad examples confront him everywhere, however cautiously 
he behaves, and if he is to stand firm he will have to struggle hard 
against evil. A woman, being occupied at home, knows little or 
nothing of all these dangers, but it is obvious that the husband 
is peculiarly in need of Holy Communion, and that he ought really 
to communicate most frequently. Is it not precisely the man most 
tempted to sin against purity who has to struggle against the lusts 
of the flesh? He surely stands greatly in need of God’s grace and 
ought to long for Holy Communion, for the source of grace and the 
bread of angels, to enable him to live chastely. Yet, as a matter of 
fact, such a man communicates very rarely, and hence there are 
fewer pure virgin souls amongst men and youths than amongst 
women and maidens. The infrequency of their communions is 
to a great extent the cause of this state of affairs. 

It is a man’s duty to set a good example to his family. If the 
disastrous spirit of worldliness is to be excluded from his house- 
hold, and if true Christianity is to flourish, the husband must lead 
the way. As the proverb says: “Example is better than precept,” 
and a man can set no better example to his family than by going 
often to Holy Communion. It is at once a confession of faith and 
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the best means of maintaining the spirit of reverence, love and 
obedience. If the wife, children and servants see the head of the 
household going with faith and humility to Holy Communion, and 
returning to his place in church to commune silently with his 
Creator, his example is sure to stimulate others to do likewise, and 
thus will be a blessing to the whole family. How much all the 
members of this household will respect such a man! Men little 
know of how much happiness they deprive others by communica- 
ting seldom. 

Moreover, by communicating often a man can exert an influence 
over a wider circle. Whenever religious life is at a low ebb in a 
parish, the men seldom approach the Sacraments, and as soon as a 
man falls off in his attendance the women, too, begin to communi- 
cate less often, for his bad example affects them, and they are 
always influenced by the men’s behavior. If things are ever to 
improve, the men must be induced to communicate often, and until 
this is done, it is useless to complain that the young people are 
good for nothing, and that quarrels and ill will prevail on all sides. 
A model parish in every respect is always one in which men rival 
women in the frequency of their communions. 

In the life of a German lay-brother, Heinrich von Vries, who 
belonged to the Order of Oblates, we read that as captain of a ship 
and member of a shipping company he lost all his property through 
the bad management of the company, and went into business on 
land in a parish where Holy Communion was much neglected. 
Being a pious man, he went each week several times to Holy Com- 
munion, and this was something quite unusual. At first people 
laughed at him, but after a while others began to follow his good 
example and continued to do so long after he had entered the re- 
ligious life. If any man wishes to do permanent good in the place 
where he lives, let him go often to Holy Communion, and he will 
bring down a blessing upon the whole parish. 

Holy Communion is also a bond of union and a source of 
strength. We all know by experience how lonely and strange we 
feel in non-Catholic districts and surroundings. Diversity of faith 
gives rise to a kind of reserve, whilst unity produces a sense of 
being at home. Faith brings people together, and Holy Com- 
munion does so still more effectually. 

A modern writer says that when people dine together they all 
take off, as it were, the distinctive attire of their various occupa- 
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tions and put them aside, so as to appear simply as natural and 
unaffected human beings. In a higher sense we may apply this 
remark to Holy Communion. Assembled round the altar, all are 
equal, all being God’s children, brethren of Christ and joint heirs 
of heaven, have the same right to approach it. 

Holy Communion bridges over the gulf between rich and poor, 
high and low, “for we, being many, are one bread, one body, all 
that partake of one bread” (1 Cor. x, 17). 

Holy Communion has more influence upon the world than most 
people suppose. A complete transformation of society on the lines 
of Christian socialism is possible only if the men communicate in 
greater numbers. If they fall off from receiving the Sacraments, 
all the bonds of family and social life give way. 

After the revolution of February, 1848, some eminent statesmen 
went to M. Desgenettes, the priest in charge of the church of 
Notre Dame des Victoires, in Paris, and asked him if he knew 
of any means whereby the tide of anarchy might be checked. He 
thought over the question for a minute, and then said very de- 
cidedly: “Gentlemen, go to Communion every week.” 

If the spirit of Christ is to dominate the masses, and peace and 
happiness are to prevail in each family, then let the men go often 
to Holy Communion, and their example will work wonders. 

My fellow Christians, at the present time we hear on ali sides 
that men must close up their ranks and stand shoulder to shoulder. 
Let us assemble before the tabernacle and kneel shoulder to 
shoulder at the Communion rail. Unless Catholic men gather to- 
gether there, they run the risk of being scattered by the revolu- 
tionary spirit of the age, and therefore every one whose heart is 
filled with genuine love of his neighbor and true patriotism should 
communicate often. Otherwise the bond of union will be broken 
and human society will be ruined. 


II. 


If we try to discover the reasons why men communicate so 
seldom, I think we shall see that the primary cause is the weakness 
of their faith. We often are told that this is a nervous generation, 
and that peace and quiet have departed for ever. A boundless 
desire for temporal and earthly possessions has seized upon all 
classes of the population, and the frenzied pursuit of pleasure is 
plunging mankind deeper and deeper into the quagmire of ma- 
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terialism. Under such unwholesome circumstances faith must 
inevitably suffer. Religion requires calm thought and recollection. 
The present time is one of superficiality and distraction. 

That progress has been made in every department of life is 
undeniable, and every man not well equipped for the struggle for 
existence is pushed aside and trodden down. The rush and turmoil 
of business at the present day have caused much injury to our faith 
and have produced a sort of half-hearted Christianity. A man 
whose whole time is occupied in worldly affairs has little or no in- 
terest in the things of eternity, and finally satisfies himself that 
there is no need for him to trouble about them. The lamentable 
consequences of this attitude of mind are obvious everywhere; such 
a man never goes to the Sacraments, takes no notice of Sunday, 
has no family life, and is completely indifferent to religion. The 
world to-day advises its children to make the most of life and to 
have a good time—and that is all. 

Therefore nowadays we need rest and recreation more than 
formerly, but ought we to seek them only in worldly amusements? 
Is there no better relaxation of mind than noisy entertainments? 
Yes, there is one place where you will find better refreshment than 
any worldly pleasure can afford, and that place is at the Com- 
munion rail. The Church applies to the Blessed Sacrament the 
words of the Book of Wisdom (xvi, 20): “Thou didst feed Thy 
people with the food of angels, and gavest them bread from heaven 
.. . having in it all that is delicious.” And from the tabernacle 
our Saviour cries: “The bread that I will give is My Flesh for the 
life of the world” (John vi, 52). “Come to Me, all you that labor 
and are burdened, and I will refresh you” (Matth. xi, 28). “My 
peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, do I give unto you” 
(John xiv, 27). “And the peace of God, which surpasseth all 
understanding, keep your hearts and minds” (Phil. iv, 7). 

It was from Holy Communion that all the heroes of the Church 
derived strength to do the glorious work that they accomplished 
for the honor of God and the benefit of mankind; and it was here 
that they found rest when wearied by the antagonism of the world. 
Why have we so little faith, and why do we seek strength and rest 
where we shall never succeed in finding them? 

When the disciples returned to their Master after their first mis- 
sionary journey (Mark. vi, 30), and told Him their experiences 
and the results of their Apostolic labors, He said to them: “Come 
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apart into a desert place and rest a little.” Our Lord addresses the 
same words to all Christians men and youths. After all your exer- 
tions to acquire property, honor and pleasures, He invites you to rest, 
and that rest is provided in Holy Communion. He calls you all to 
come apart and tell Him all the trials of your life, all the sufferings 
and sorrows that are your daily lot. He bids you rest on His Heart, 
and take thence the consolation and strength that you need. Go, 
then, to Holy Communion. If Jesus does not comfort you, if the 
Son of God cannot help you, who else can do so? Where will you 
look for assistance? Rely upon our Divine Saviour, for He truly 
cares for you. He not only feeds the birds of the air and clothes 
the lilies of the field, but He, in whose hand is the soul of every 
living thing (Job xii, 10), will succor you in a very special manner 
if you pray to Him with confidence. 

Is it not Christ who gives us our daily bread? He does not 
only give us in Holy Communion the bread of everlasting life, 
but, if we ask Him, He will give us also material food. How well 
He knows our misery, and how ready He is to help us! In order 
to redeem mankind He took upon Himself the form of an artisan, 
a servant, as St. Paul says (Phil. i, 7), and lived a life of labor, 
toiling to earn His daily bread. Can He, who is all goodness and 
power, fail to sympathize with us? Christians, seek help of Him 
in Holy Communion, for He is, in the fullest sense of the word, 
our Emmanuel, our God with us (Is. vii, 14). 

Weakness of faith gives rise to another thing that deters men 
from frequent Communion, and that is cowardly fear of men. 
Many are convinced that, in order to live as Christians, they ought 
to communicate often. Many young men know by their own ex- 
perience that they need to receive the Sacraments frequently if 
their lives are to be pure and good, but they are afraid that someone 
will talk if they suddenly begin to be pious. They fancy that others 
will point at them and ridicule them, and so they resolve to go on 
as they have done hitherto and approach the Sacraments very 
seldom. I should like to question such a man and say: “Would you 
act in this way with regard to temporal matters? Would you 
abandon a profitable transaction because others, not understanding 
its advantages, might laugh at you? I think you would pay no 
attention to them; why, then, do you not behave as sensibly with 
regard to what is eternal? Do you not see how weak your faith 
is? Do you not know that the smallest grace received in Holy 
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Communion is worth more than all the money in the world? How 
can you be so foolish as to neglect these infinite treasures for such 
trivial reasons? Why do you give way to this miserable fear of 
your fellow creatures? I am convinced that if enemies invaded the 
country and you were called out to defend it, you would not hesi- 
tate to face the foe with true contempt of death. Why, then, are 
you so timid, and why do you refrain from Holy Communion, 
because you are too cowardly to bear a few mocking remarks? It 
is quite inexplicable. How applicable to you are the words in the 
Following of Christ (iii, 3) : “The world promiseth things temporal 
and of small value, and is served with great eagerness. Christ 
promiseth things most excellent and everlasting, and yet men’s 
hearts remain torpid.” 

Someone anxious to excuse his human respect may reply: “I 
used to be considered a good Catholic, although I went to the Sacra- 
ments only a few times in the year. It is surely an innovation to 
ask me to go so often to Holy Communion.” I have no wish to 
argue the point whether or no you really were a good Catholic, in 
spite of going to the Sacraments only once or twice a year. It 
may be that your companions thought you so, because they did not 
communicate any more frequently, but the verdict of your own 
conscience will hardly coincide with their opinion. If you are 
honest you will have to confess that prayer and thoughts of God 
and eternity were not enough to keep you from sin and to make 
you lead a really Christian life. You needed other, stronger aids, 
and now you perceive the necessity of frequent Communion. It 
is nothing new, as you mistakably suppose, but just the same 
strong, holy, daily bread that made our forefathers in the faith so 
steadfast in all dangers. 

If the present century resembles in some respects the godless and 
immoral age in which the first Christians lived, we, too, ought to 
seek strength and protection where they did, viz., at the Lord’s 
table; we, too, ought to make it our practice to communicate fre- 
quently or even daily. Such was the custom in the early Church, 
not Communion on rare occasions, which you advocate. 

And even if it were an innovation to go more frequently to the 
Sacraments, you ought to welcome it with joy, because of the extra- 
ordinary benefits to be derived from it. Our century is full of 
innovations in industry, means of communication, material pros- 
perity and science. You all adopt the new inventions in your 
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business and homes, and do not at once reject them simply because 
they are novelties. Why should you act otherwise with regard to 
frequent Communion, and the great benefits that it confers upon 
us for this life and the next? Do not be inconsistent, half-hearted 
Christians, cowardly slaves to human respect. 

Surely, the men of the present day are poor creatures! Look 
at the early Christians, who often went to Holy Communion at the 
risk of their lives, whilst you fear the ridicule of bad or lukewarm 
Catholics. We often hear of manly courage, but this certainly is 
not displayed by a cowardly neglect of your duties as Christians or 
by actions against your better knowledge. Is it a disgrace to be 
considered a good Catholic? If not, why be influenced by human 
respect? If you were invited every week to a royal banquet, 
would you not feel honored and accept the invitation willingly and 
gladly? But when God, the King of Kings, does you the greatest 
honor conceivable to man here below, and invites you to His 
banquet, and although to be present at it would be most profitable to 
you, you shrink from accepting His invitation. Human respect 
makes you injure both yourselves and your neighbors. Be zealous 
communicants and the world will respect you. 

I am not asking much of you when I say: Go at least four times 
in the year to Holy Communion. A good Catholic must certainly 
communicate at Christmas, for it is his duty to thank our dear 
Saviour for becoming man in order to redeem us. Christmas is 
a family festival, but it has no higher meaning unless we think of 
our Lord. Make a point of going to the Sacraments, and at your 
Holy Communion pray for all the graces that you need, and beg the 
Infant Jesus to bless those dear to you and to bestow upon them 
His heavenly gifts in rich abundance. 

Every Catholic goes to Communion at Easter as a matter of 
course. He is bound not only to comply with the Church’s law, 
but also to thank our Divine Saviour for His suffering and death. 
You are Catholics, children of the Church, and you have often 
publicly acknowledged this fact. Do so also in church, and there 
can be no better opportunity of proclaiming your faith and your 
devotion to the see of Peter than the feast of the two great 
Apostles, Peter and Paul. This should be a Communion-day for 
all Catholic men and boys. You know many loving souls that have 
passed away before you into eternity. They are perhaps the souls 
of your parents, brothers and sisters, friends and neighbors. The 
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Church remembers them all on All Souls’ Day. You ought to go 
to Holy Communion in order to offer up our Lord’s Body for the 
faithful departed. It would be most ungrateful and un-Christian 
on your part not to be willing to do this to help them. 

Regard these four days at least as fixed Communion-days every 
year, and if you are able, approach the Sacraments on other festi- 
vals, too. Communicate on one of our Lady’s feasts as a token of 
love to your heavenly Mother. Observe the feast of your patron 
saint, your wedding-day or other important anniversaries by re- 
ceiving your dear Saviour in Holy Communion. Enter upon no 
serious undertaking without first seeking counsel and help of Jesus 
in Holy Communion. Regard it as a great honor to be allowed to 
communicate often. It was to men, not to women and children, 
that our Lord first gave His holy Body, and will you men abandon 
Holy Communion to women? Was it not again to men that the 
Son of God entrusted Himself in the Holy Eucharist? Always 
remain true lovers of Holy Communion and frequent guests at the 
table of the Lord. 

When in the early ages of Christianity the horrible cry arose, 
“Ad bestias !”—‘Cast the Christians to the wild beasts,” men used to 
receive Holy Communion to strengthen them for the conflict that 
they would have to undergo; and then, when the wild beasts roared 
in anticipation of their prey, when the fires were kindled and the 
instruments of torture were ready, the Christians stood fearlessly 
before their judges and the hostile, fanatical multitude, and said 
boldly: “We are Christians.” They had no fear of death. 

To-day we are surrounded by other enemies, bitterly opposed 
to our faith and eager to destroy, not our bodies, but our immortal 
souls. How much we need to strengthen our faith by means of 
frequent Communion! We, too, may win the crown of the con- 
fessors; we, too, may be stalwart in our regeneration! Away with 
half-hearted Christianity and with all wretched human respect! 

Before the Battle of Austerlitz Napoleon turned to one of his 
regiments and addressed the following words to the soldiers: “I 
want a hundred men ready to devote themselves and to die for their 
country. I appeal to your courage.” Then he was silent for a 
moment, scrutinizing the regiment, and cried: “Men prepared to 
sacrifice yourselves, take three steps forward.” The whole regi- 
ment advanced as one man—none lagged behind. 

We live in perilous times and hard conflicts await us. The 
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Church calls to the men: “Come forward to the Communion rail.” 
May none of you be cowardly enough to remain behind when this 
cry is ringing in your ears. 

Lacordaire said on one occasion: “Every Catholic must neces- 
sarily be an apostle.” Become apostles of the world in which you 
live, by means of receiving Holy Communion frequently. Amen. 








CONFERENCES FOR ‘THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
VI. THe CuHrieF PRINCIPLES OF SOCIALISM 


Oftentimes the question is asked whether a Catholic may be a 
Socialist, and when a negative answer is given, as in conscience it 
must be given, a tirade is flung at the Catholic Church for her pre- 
sumption and tyranny in enslaving the minds and wills of men. 
We are told then and there that socialism has nothing to do with 
religion because it deals with questions that concern this life only. 
Socialism, so we are told, is nothing more nor less than a purely 
political party, having as its aim the bettering of laboring condi- 
tions, and that no friend of labor can afford to oppose it on these 
purely political issues. Whoever, then, dares to oppose socialism 
is at once decried as an enemy of labor, a spy, a slave of capital, 
and so on. 

The trouble with socialists is that they only tell half a truth. It 
is true they claim that they have nothing to do with religion. They 
never say a single word in its favor. Thus far they leave religion 
severely alone. But they attack religion openly when they dare, 
and covertly and indirectly when they fear a loss of votes by an 
open attack. They claim that as a political party they help the work- 
ing man. They help him—to his complete ruin and loss of freedom. 

There must certainly be required a great deal of self-control and 
training for socialistic soap-box orators to make their assertions with 
a straight face. They must know they are not telling the whole 
truth when they say they have nothing to do with religion, and only 
work for the working man. 

The Catholic Church has a reason when she forbids Catholic men 
to join the ranks of socialists, and these reasons will become apparent 
when we consider the starting point of socialism. 

In explaining its doctrine socialism denies the existence of God 
and the immortality of the soul of man. To clothe its system with 
high-sounding names that daze the unlearned, socialism draws upon 
the Darwinian theory as the explanation of all things, man included. 
We have, then, the theory of evolution as applying to the history of 
the world and of mankind. Time was when the word “evolution” 
was the pass-word that gave people a ready admission to circles 
of scholars, mostly infidels. Although the theory of evolution in the 
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case of man has been discarded by most thinking men, it still serves 
the purpose of socialism with its high-sounding phrases, and, at the 
same time as a method of explaining the world and man in a way 
that makes God unnecessary as the first or creative Cause. According 
to socialism the whole world, man included, simply happened and 
evolved itself from some necessary force. Furthermore, this evolu- 
tion of all things, man included, was not brought about by any guid- 
ing spirit like a Divine Providence. That would make a God neces- 
sary. According to them there was no such guiding force or spirit, 
but only a compelling, irresistible force of which mankind and the 
social conditions now prevailing are the necessary outcome. 

Now, if man is only a product of evolution, of a blind force, that 
made him what he is, it must follow that man is not responsible for 
his actions. We can readily understand why such a system of 
thought must appeal to every violator of laws human and Divine. 
But if man must simply be what this evolution makes him, how can 
socialism change this blind force? 

This contradiction cannot be met by saying that socialism always 
was part and parcel of this brute force; for if it were it would be 
responsible for all the ills of the past. As a matter of fact, socialism 
claims not to be responsible for social and political ills of the past 
or present. The question, then, is: how can socialism claim with one 
breath that this evolution was not a success in the past and up to 
now, that this evolution will go on for ever, and with the next breath 
state that now is the time for socialism to step in and better the 
conditions ! 

From this you may observe that socialism does not proceed far 
before it begins to contradict itself. Nor can it be otherwise. Any 
system that leaves out God as the Creator and Supreme Law-giver 
must lead to wrong conclusions and become tangled up in a maze 
of contradictions. 

Although socialists affirm that religion is a private matter, con- 
cerning the conscience of each man privately, the leading exponents 
of socialism, both here and abroad, are men who openly proclaim 
they believe in no God. Such blasphemous utterances as theirs, 
given in their books and speeches, can scarcely be looked upon as 
merely private opinions. And then we need only consider the vile 
sheet entitled “Menace” to learn how much socialism loves the 
Catholic religion, and whether it is eager to leave each man con- 
sider his religion as his own private affair. 
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And why is it that of the many religious denominations the 
Catholic Church is picked out before all the rest for the most 
venomous attacks? Because the Catholic Church stands forth as 
the power bold enough and strong enough to tell socialism: “Thou 
shalt not steal,” and “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods.” 

If other denominations applaud and support any attack made 
against the Catholic Church, they fail to understand that any weaken- 
ing of faith must ultimately be felt by them as well. 

Why is it that socialism hates and fears the Catholic Church? It 
is because that Church, and that Church only, has a weapon danger- 
ous to it. And this weapon is the truth. 

It is you, the Catholic manhood of our time, who must make the 
cause of your Church your cause. You have nothing to fear in 
wielding that weapon of truth for God and country. 





CONFERENCES FOR CHILDREN OF MARY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XVII. Convent LIFE 


My dear Children of Mary :—With all the care that is taken to 
prevent girls from getting wrong ideas about convent life, there 
are still girls who think that the convent offers an easy life. Un- 
fortunately, such girls judge only from appearances. They see cer- 
tain sisters daily, see them look happy, find their habits always neat 
and trim, and so they come to think that convent life offers an easy 
way out of all the troubles a girl finds in the world. 

Of course, every one will admit that sisters are a pleasing sight in 
their habits. But if one were to infer that the sister has nothing 
else to do but pose in that habit one would make a fatal mistake. 
Sisters will, as a rule, look happy and cheerful. On the surface it 
will appear that they have more days of sunshine than the people 
who live in the world. But this peace of mind does not come from 
a lack of trials and crosses, but from the happiness God gives them 
to bear His burden gladly. Worldly cares and worries that trouble 
people of the world, the thirst for honors, promotions, success and 
increase of wealth, are and should be unknown to souls behind con- 
vent walls. Yet all these circumstances do not make convent life an 
easy life. 


If the religious state is the most sacred you may select, you may 
be sure that it is likewise the hardest of the three from which you 
may select. 


To remove any mistaken ideas you may have heard from various 
sources, we will now consider the religious life, not as it may appear, 
but as it really is. 

First of all the religious life demands a heroic practice of the 
three virtues, Faith, Hope and Charity. The virtue of Faith is 
exercised most heroically by the surrender of will. Take away 
your will and you give up your very self. Surrender your will 
and you are completely at the mercy of him, or her, whose will you 
follow instead. The vow of obedience means the implicit belief 
that the voice of your superior in the convent represents to you 
the voice of God. No matter what your private opinion may be of 
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any command that is given you, it is not intended that you may do 
anything but obey. 

The religious must have no will of his or her own, but implicitly 
obey the lawful superiors who act in the name of God. 

Consider what it must mean to bring such a sacrifice, to deny 
one’s every wish and will, and even, at times, the better judgment, 
and to simply obey another whose wishes, tastes and likes may be 
the exact opposite of what one would like. And this surrendering 
of the will is a constant sacrifice. It is not demanded only once 
in a month or year, but dozens of times each day. You see, then, 
that it is not simply a question of looking neat and happy in a habit. 
It requires more than the mere outside appearance to make the 
religious truly religious. 

The surrender of the will is not the only sacrifice that is de- 
manded of the religious. The virtue of Hope is to be exercised in 
an heroic manner. 

The religious deny themselves not only all property they may have 
at the time of entering the convent, but the very prospects of ever 
having anything they might call their own. The book they read, the 
habit they wear, is given them not as a thing they might call their 
own, but simply for their use, to be taken from them when the 
superior sees fit to do so. The religious give up everything that 
might keep them attached to the world, in order that they may re- 
semble Christ all the better, who had no place to lay His head. Of 
Himself He said: “The birds have their nests and the foxes have 
their holes; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 
Hence the religious cast themselves completely upon Divine Provi- 
dence by withdrawing from everything the world holds dear. This 
sacrifice is made for the purpose of gaining heaven. It is natural 
for the poorest of the poor to strive for a little something. It may 
be the saving of a few dollars, it may be the buying of a few acres 
of ground, just enough to provide a home. What the poorest may 
acquire in this way seems a trifle to the eyes of the rich; but the 
poor man clings to that trifle, since it is all he calls his own. 

Hence, when the religious make the vow of poverty they deny 
themselves all earthly things, wealth, position, honors, titles and 
pleasures earthly things bring with them. This sacrifice, like the 
vow of obedience, means that it is repeated countless times each 
day. Nor is this all. The vow of poverty means to renounce not 
only the things the religious have at the time of entering the religious 
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life, but even the prospects of gain the future might have in store 
for them. Moreover, it is not enough to follow the letter of this 
vow. That of itself would not be enough. The spirit of poverty 
must be constantly active detaching the heart from all those things 
which the world prizes. 


Man feels a natural repugnance to be dependent upon others. 
It will be natural for him to desire at least so much of earthly goods 
that he may not be a burden to others. Any one, willing and able 
to work, will not want to receive charity. Nothing will humble 
a man more than when he is compelled to accept charity. The 
religious, by renouncing all things of this world, place themselves at 
the mercy of the world. They voluntarily become objects of char- 
ity for the sake of God. 


Now there is still another vow the religious take, and that is the 
vow of chastity. With this vow they practise the virtue of charity 
in a heroic degree. The love of God is made the only love the 
religious allows himself or herself to entertain. 

The human being is so constituted that it seems natural for him 
to have a craving for another sympathetic being by whose help he 
may feel happy, and with whom he wishes to share all he has and 
all he may acquire. 

The religious make a heroic sacrifice of this natural craving, 
denying themselves even the right and claim to worldly happiness, 
its love, its pleasure and consolation in order that he or she may love 
God all the more. 

From the heroic exercise of these three Divine virtues, as from 
a common source, all other virtues flow that must clothe the reli- 
gious like a gown. Such virtues are meekness and humility, mod- 
esty, gentleness and simplicity, and the love for the Cross of Christ. 

To practise all these virtues would be a task beyond the endur- 
ance of unaided nature. Yet those who enter the religious life are 
human beings like ourselves, beset with many infirmities, burdened 
with the inclination towards evil and attacked by countless tempta- 
tions. The one difference between the religious and ourselves con- 
sists in this, that we of the world are easily satisfied with a rear 
seat in the school of holiness, while the religious, in their simplicity 
of heart, think they are unprofitable servants of God even though 
they graduate in this school. 

Such in short is an outline of the religious life, and from it you 
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may understand that it does not mean simply the habit, or the saying 
of certain prayers. The world calls this life a dead or useless life. 
In fact, the religious life is a constant, living death. It means a 
constant agony and struggle, separating one’s self from all one has 
and all one is and all one craves for, in exchange for a deathless and 
glorious life in heaven. 




















CONFERENCES FOR BOYS 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XLI. BLessep HERMANN JOSEPH 


My dear Boys :—About the year 1150 a child was born to certain 
poor parents. They gave to the little boy the name of Hermann. 
When he subsequently entered the monastery, he was given the 
name of Joseph. The parents of the boy had at one time been very 
rich; but, owing to some misfortune, they were compelled to begin 
at the bottom of the ladder a second time. Their change of fortune, 
however, had no evil effects upon their faith, 

How often do we not see people turning away from God after 
their fortune has turned either for the better or worse? People 
who were leading a pious and God-fearing life when poor, will 
forget all about God as soon as they become rich. Then they have 
no longer time to go to church or to say their prayers. Money 
makes them so conceited that they imagine they alone have earned 
what they have. They have no idea of thanking God that He 
blessed their efforts, that He gave them health and strength of 
body, without which they would have never been able to work. 
Money makes people worldly. They firmly believe that making 
money is the only real business and work they have. To get more 
money they will not even stop at dishonesty. They will be cruel, 
and know neither mercy nor charity, when it is a question of earn- 
ing money. Some people you see gradually losing their grip on 
fortune. Money seems to glide through their fingers and in a few 
years they are as poor as the poorest. They may have enjoyed some 
pleasures and honors that only wealth can afford, and with the loss 
of money they forfeit all influence. These people, too, will forget 
God. Misfortune makes them lose all Faith and Hope in God. 
‘They blame Him for the loss of their fortune, get sore at the whole 
world and distrust even their best friends, whereas if they would 
be sincere and candid, they might find many reasons to convince 
themselves that their waste and recklessness was the real cause of 
their ruin. But, being discouraged, disgusted with God and all 
mankind, they are possessed by a spirit of false pride and they, too, 
forget to pray. They imagine that, since God permitted them to 
suffer, they need no longer pray to Him. 
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The parents of Blessed Hermann Joseph were not of this kind. 
When they had fallen from the position of wealth to poverty, they 
looked upon it as a trial sent by Almighty God for their sanctifica- 
tion. With Job, they said: “The Lord hath given, the Lord hath 
taken; blessed be His holy name.” 

As a good tree brings forth good fruit, it was natural for these 
good parents to bring forth good children. All their children were 
known for their piety. God permitted, however, that one of them, 
Hermann Joseph, should receive an extra share of holiness. This 
little boy had the faith that can move mountains. 

Blessed Hermann Joseph was of such angelic purity of heart and 
mind, and withal so simple and plain, that, what others considered 
great miracles, he looked upon as a matter of course. 

From childhood on, as soon as he was able to walk, he felt him- 
self drawn to one of the churches of his native city of Cologne. 
And there he would pray for hours at the time. He always selected 
a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary as the object of his attention. 
In her arms she held the Infant Saviour. At such visits the Infant 
Saviour was seen to leave the arms of His Divine Mother and play 
with the little saint. Very often, when his parents would be sorely 
distressed, he would come home with bread under his arms. When 
he was asked who gave him that bread he would say a beautiful 
lady gave it to him. His brothers and sisters were anxious to 
know who that beautiful and generous lady could be. They followed 
him to church though he was not aware of their presence. He 
prayed and chatted as usual with the Most Blessed Mother and the 
Child, and on leaving he was given his usual loaf of bread. From 
that time on his parents and brothers and sisters treated him with a 
feeling akin to awe. One day he was given an apple. The other 
children ate their apple as soon as they got it. The blessed Hermann 
Joseph did not eat his, but took it to church. He knelt down before 
the statue to which he was accustomed to go, and offered the apple 
to the Infant Saviour. The Infant again left the arms of His Divine 
Mother to take the apple. 

For that reason, whenever Christian art portrays this saint, he is 
shown as a child kneeling before a statue of the Blessed Virgin and 
holding an apple in his hands, while the Infant in her arms is seen 
reaching out His tiny hands to receive it. 

At another time, it was during winter, the saintly boy came to 
church barefooted. When Our Blessed Lady saw him shivering 
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with cold, another miracle took place. To show how much she ap- 
preciated his visits she gave him enough money to buy a pair of 
shoes. 

By the way. Do you know of any boys that stay away from 
church on Sundays because they say they have no fitting suit to 
wear? The excuse is very often a very poor one. You will find 
the same boys at other places where they ought not to be. We do 
not come to church to advertise the clothing stores: we come to 
pray. If God were to form His opinion of us by the clothes we 
wear, it would be a hard blow for the poor. Luckily for us, He 
does not follow the style of the world, and He judges us not by the 
clothes but by the heart within. The Blessed Virgin will not work 
the miracles for every one that she has wrought for blessed Her- 
mann Joseph. So you might take it upon yourselves to act in her 
stead. You may have clothing you can no longer wear. Be assured 
that if you take it upon yourself to act as the almsgiver of the 
Blessed Virgin, she will never forget that she owes you a debt of 
gratitude, and will more than repay it with countless favors and 
graces that she will procure for you from her Divine Son. 

When this saintly boy was twelve years old, he entered the mon- 
astery of the Premonstratensians of St. Norbert and, after he had 
finished his course of studies was ordained a priest. With his 
added years his piety and simplicity of heart grew in proportion. 
He was favored with numerous other visions, the Blessed Virgin 
called him her chaplain, he wrote some spiritual works, gave mis- 
sions at various places, and died at the ripe age of ninety. 

Though he lived to an old age seldom given to men, he is best 
remembered as a saint of and for boys. His humble simplicity, his 
unfeigned piety, his childlike purity of heart, and his filial devotion 
to the Most Blessed Mother of God, were those of a child through- 
out his entire life. 

What lesson should his life teach us? 

The world takes it for granted that simplicity of heart must be 
put aside with knee-pants. The world considers it as a matter of 
course that the young man must taste of the forbidden fruit and 
grow worldly-wise. There is, however, no reason for this presump- 
tion. With the added years we should not drift away from God, 
but always approach Him nearer and nearer in our efforts of becom- 
ing more like to Him. To grow in justice and holiness is, after all, 
cur most important duty. 
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How often must we not hear that going to church, saying the 
daily prayers and receiving the Sacraments, is good enough for 
children, but that young men,—meaning thereby even boys of 
sixteen years,—are above that! When these people are asked about 
priests and monks and sisters praying and going to church, they 
will answer that it is the business of the clergy and of the religious 
to pray,—that is all they have to do! If that were all they have to 
do, I fear that convents and monasteries would soon be over- 
crowded and that there would be so many priests that not a tenth 
part of them could get parishes. God never intended that only one 
or two classes of people should pray. If He had, He would cer- 
tainly have told us so. But when you listen to the instructions of 
Christ, you will find that the duty of prayer is binding upon all 
until death. “Oh, well,” you will hear some say, “I did not mean 
that priests only should pray. I know many old folks that have 
nothing else to do, and they pray from morning to night. They have 
the time.” According to this worldly reasoning, we should be pious 
in childhood, then, when we become able to work for a living, we may 
safely give up praying, and work, and work, and work. During that 
time men need care very little for the commandments of God, may 
break them as often as they please—provided there is no danger of 
being found out and locked up for so doing. There need be no 
worry about the hereafter till people get old. When they have out- 
lived their usefulness, then they may again begin to pray, for there 
is nothing else for them to do! 

If such reasoning were correct, it would mean that God must be 
satisfied to have you think of Him only when there is nothing better 
to do. 

Suppose you were to make your father a present of a watch. 
You buy the watch and then tell your father: “Here, father, I desire 
to give you a watch, but you will have to let me use it till I am 
ready to give it to you.” You keep the watch for years and years, 
assuring your father from time to time that he is going to get his 
watch. Then one day, after you have used it for a long time, some- 
thing in it breaks. You take the watch to a watchmaker, he looks 
at it and tells you that you might buy a new watch for what it would 
cost to repair the old one. All the wheels are worn out, the spring 
is broken and the case looks like brass. So you take the watch back 
and then make a present of it to your father! Do you think that 
he will be pleased with that worthless thing? Suppose your father 
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had even given you the money to buy the watch with. Would it not 
be an act of impudence on your part to make your father such a gift? 
Would not your father have reason to feel insulted? 

Now it is the very same thing when we spend an entire life in 
sin, and, at the very end offer to God a decrepit body. Can we 
expect to get a great reward for anything like that? Could we blame 
God if He refused such a shabby gift? If He does take it at all it 
will, no doubt, condition a sever penance for all the wasted years: a 
penance, for which we may have to atone in purgatory, suffering 
there for every wasted minute and every grace that we have rejected 
in the time that is lost forever. 

Never take the advice of the world when it is a question of doing 
something for God. Naturally God knows far better than the world 
what He wants of us. God wants of us not only our first tender 
years but all that follow,—up to our last breath. He wants us en- 
tirely for Himself. Whatever we have and are, all comes from 
Him, the Author of all good. The world can neither give nor take 
anything. 

Consider how foolish and sinful it would be to waste the best 
years of our lives; the years when we can do the most good, per- 
form the greatest sacrifices and earn the grandest rewards. How 
dare we forfeit the most precious part of our lives to give God the 
leavings ? 

Now, my dear boys, let us pray to blessed Hermann Joseph that 
we may obtain childlike humility and simplicity like his, and keep 
them for the remainder of our lives. 








THE GOSPELS EXPLAINED TO CHILDREN 


THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
Our Lorp’s TEMPTATION 


Introduction.—In last Sunday’s gospel we heard of Jericho, and 
to-day’s gospel turns our thoughts again in the same direction. 
Jericho lies in the plain of the Jordan, on the western side of 
which is a rugged mountain called Quarantana. At one time hun- 
dreds of hermits dwelt in its rocky caves, leading lives of prayer 
and penance. In this desolate region our Lord spent forty days 
and nights in preparation for His: public ministry. What did He 
do, when He was thirty years of age? . . . After this long time of 
penance He was tempted three times by the devil—this is what we 
read about in to-day’s gospel. 

I. GospeL: Matth. iv, I-11. 

1. Jesus fasted in the desert. 
2. Jesus was tempted three times. 
3. Angels came and served Him. 

II. ExpLanatTion: 1. Jesus fasted—Jesus was led by the Spirit 
into the desert. This was the Holy Ghost, not an evil spirit. Our 
Lord has just been baptized and was “full of the Holy Ghost” 
(Luke iv, 1). Now the Holy Ghost guided Him and our Lord 
was inwardly impelled to go into the desert. Why did He go 
there? To be tempted by the devil. He did not wish to fare better 
than we do, and as we all have to struggle against the spirit of 
darkness and his temptations, our Saviour desired to set us an 
example. This was His first reason, but the second was that He 
wished to prepare Himself for His high and holy work as the 
Messias. 

In the desert Jesus spent His time in prayer and penance, and His 
penance was severe, for the region is perfectly barren, it is a bare, 
rocky wilderness, and our Lord went there just in the cold, rainy 
season. He fasted without interruption for forty days and forty 
nights. How could He possibly live so long without food or 
drink? .. . Our Saviour had supernatural nourishment,—prayer 
and meditation, which formed His daily bread, so that He was able 
- to overcome the natural feeling of hunger. It was not until forty 
days had passed that in obedience to God’s will the sensation of 
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hunger made itself felt ;—“afterwards He was hungry.” That was 
when the tempter came and tried to lead our Saviour into sin. He 
could not do so inwardly, so he tried outwardly. What did he say? 

2. First temptation “If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread.” Did not the devil know that Christ 
was the Son of God? ... Undoubtedly he knew, for John the 
Baptist had proclaimed it publicly, but Jesus was so poor and 
humble that the devil seems still to have been uncertain, so he re- 
solved to find out for himself and at the same time to tempt our 
Lord. How did he act? . . . He almost pretended to be sorry for 
Him, and suggested that as He was hungry, He might display His 
Divine power and so obtain bread to satisfy His hunger. Jesus could 
have done it; only a word was necessary to work the miracle. Why 
did He not speak it? Because He would have been obeying the 
devil! How did our Lord withstand the tempter? He quoted 
some of God’s words: “Jt is written: Not in bread alone doth man 
live, but in every word that proceedeth from the mouth of God” 
(Deut. viii, 3). What did He mean? ... He meant to say: “I 
have another kind of food, the word of God, and that is enough. 
Moreover, with a word God could supply Me with bread.” In this 
way our Lord withstood the first temptation. 

Second temptation—tThe devil soon came again, and, quick as 
lightning, carried our Lord through the air to the holy city, a dis- 
tance of nearly twenty miles, where he set Him upon one of the 
pinnacles or roofs of the Temple. Towards the south the hill on 
which the Temple stood is precipitous in its fall down to the valley 
of the Cedron. It makes one shudder to look down to the depths 
below. Why did our Saviour allow Himself to be treated in this 
way? ... We need not be surprised, as He allowed Himself even 
to be crucified by the devil’s agents. How could Satan accomplish 
such a task? .. . He had been once a most powerful angel, and 
still retains great strength. He probably thought that he could 
induce our Saviour to cast Himself down, so he called upon Him 
saying: “Jf Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down,” and then 
the evil spirit, too, quoted Holy Scripture, and added: “for it is 
written that He hath given His angels charge over Thee, and in 
their hands shall they bear Thee up, lest perhaps Thou dash Thy 
foot against a stone” (Ps. ix, 11, 12). But Jesus would not do 
what the old serpent suggested, and again defeated him with some 
of God’s words: “Jt is written again, thou shalt not tempt the 
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Lord thy God” (Deut. vi, 16). That is to say: “It is wrong and 
sinful to ask God to work such a miracle for no reason at all. 
I will not do so.” 

Third temptation—Once more did Satan put forth his skill. He 
took our Lord to the top of the mountain known as Quarantana, 
whence there was a splendid view over the city of Jericho, with its 
many palm trees, the plain of the Jordan, the Dead Sea and the 
mountain ranges in the far distance. The tempter displayed all 
these things to our Saviour and offered to give them to Him, pro- 
vided that Christ would consent to worship him: “All these will I 
give Thee, if falling down Thou wilt adore me.’ Satan is indeed 
the father of lies——how could he offer to give what was not his 
own? How could he claim to be worshipped as God? Full of 
holy indignation, Christ replied: “Begone, Satan, for it is written: 
The Lord thy God shalt thou adore and Him only shalt thou serve.” 

3. The Angels came to Jesus——There was no longer any doubt,— 
Christ was the Son of God; then the devil left Him. All at once 
everything was changed; the desert became a paradise, and angels 
came and ministered to Him. They brought food from heaven, and 
fell down to adore Him. How true it was that “not in bread alone 
doth man live, but in every word that proceedeth from the mouth 
of God.” A word spoken by God sends angels bringing miracu- 
lous food to our Lord. How could the devil venture to approach 
our Lord at all? .. . We must not imagine the devil to have ap- 
peared in a horrible form; no, he came fair and radiant as if straight 
from heaven, yet he could not deceive Christ, who recognized him 
at once. 

Questions for Repetition—For what purpose did our Lord go 
into the desert? . . . What gave occasion to the first temptation? 
. . . What proposal did the devil make to Jesus? . . . What words 
of Holy Scripture did our Lord use in reply? . . . What was the 
second temptation? . .. On what did the devil base his sugges- 
tion? . . . With what words of Holy Scripture did our Lord reject . 
it? . . .. What was the third temptation? . . . How did our Lord 
overcome it? . . . What was the reward of His victory? .. . 

III. AppiicaTion: 1. Points for instruction—(a) Our Lord 
lived for forty days and nights on prayer and fasting. These are 
good works pleasing to God, as we know from Holy Scripture. 
Which good works are especially recommended to us in Holy 
Scripture? . . . “Prayer is good with fasting and alms, more than 
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to lay up treasures of gold” (Tob. xii, 8). Our Lord wished to 
strengthen Himself by means of prayer and fasting, so as to pre- 
pare for the temptations that were coming upon Him. We ought to 
act in the same way, and arm ourselves against Satan’s attacks. 
Why should we observe the law of fasting? .. . 

(b) Let us look once more at our Lord’s temptations. ‘“Com- 
mand that these stones be made bread.” This was a temptation to 
self-indulgence. “Cast Thyself down,’—a temptation to pride and 
presumption. “All this will I give Thee,”—a temptation to avarice 
or lust of the eyes, a desire to have all that one sees. These three 
temptations assail everybody, and Satan will not spare you; his 
devilish plan is to tempt, mislead and ruin you. What do the evil 
spirits feel towards us? ... Act as our Lord did! When the 
tempter comes trying to lead you into disobedience, impurity or 
theft, say: “Begone, Satan; I belong to God, and will serve no one 
else.” How can we prevent the suggestions of evil spirits from 
doing us any harm?... 

2. Why has the Church appointed this gospel to be read on the 
First Sunday in Lent? ... There is a good reason. At Easter 
time we think of Christ as our high priest, and to-day we see Him 
preparing for the sacrifice of the Cross, by means of prayer, fasting 
and humiliations. This is the beginning of His priestly office; He 
is the Highpriest making atonement. His example ought to teach 
us to pray and do penance in Lent, and if the tempter comes, resist 
him boldly, and when you have conquered, angels will come and 
serve you. They will keep you in all your ways, and when you 
have made the last sacrifice of your life, they will guide you along 
the road to heaven and bring you to the presence of God. 





SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
THE TRANSFIGURATION 


Introduction The Gospel read on the first Sunday in Lent was 
about our Lord’s temptation, which took place at the beginning of 
His public ministry. To-day’s Gospel contains the account of the 
Transfiguration, which occurred at the end of His life, not long be- 
fore His Passion and death. The evangelists do not tell us where 
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this wonderful event took place; they only tell us that Jesus led 
them on to a high mountain, but we know from St. Jerome that 
Mount Thabor was the scene of the Transfiguration. It is in Gali- 
lee, seven or eight miles to the east of Nazareth, and is about 1,800 
feet high. Long ago a magnificent church marked the spot; it was 
built by St. Helen, mother of the Emperor Constantine, in honor 
of the great mystery, but at the present time nothing can be seen 
but some ruins. On the feast of the Transfiguration (Aug. 6th) 
the Catholics in Nazareth go in procession to Thabor, and Mass is 
said on the top of the mountain. 

I. GosreL: Matth. xvii, 1-9. 

I. Jesus was transfigured. 

2. Moses and Elias. 

3. St. Peter’s request. 

4. The bright cloud. 

5. God’s voice. 

6. Christ’s order to tell no man. 

II. ExpLanation: 1. Jesus was transfigured—Our Lord took 
Peter, James and John with Him. Why were these three allowed 
to witness the Transfiguration? . . . These three disciples under- 
stood our Lord’s teaching better than the rest; they had advanced 
further in following Him, and they were soon to witness His agony 
on the Mount of Olives, consequently they needed peculiar strength. 
He was transfigured before them. Our Lord suddenly appeared 
brilliant. How can that be explained? ... St. Paul says that 
in Jesus dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead; and a flash of His 
divinity shone through the veil of His human body just as some- 
times lightning flashes through the darkness of night. His face 
did shine as the sun, and His garments became white as snow. 
St. Luke tells us that this happened whilst our Lord was praying 
at night. You can imagine what an impression this sudden, wonder- 
ful sight would make upon the three disciples—they were quite 
overpowered by it. What shall we feel when we are allowed to 
see Jesus face to face in the glory of heaven? 

2. Moses and Elias—tThe disciples were still speechless with 
amazement when they beheld another vision: Moses and Elias 
talking with Jesus; and they, too, were glorious in the light pro- 
ceeding from Him. Why did these two men appear? ... They 
represented the Old Dispensation. Moses was the great lawgiver 
and leader of the Chosen People, Elias was the chief of the 
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prophets. Elias was there in his real body (for he is still alive), 
and Moses probably appeared in some intangible form. What did 
they talk about with Christ? .. . St. Luke tells us (ix, 31) that 
they spoke of His death. We can easily understand why this 
should be; everyone talks about what is uppermost in his mind; 
when Christmas comes children speak of nothing else. In the same 
way the souls of the just in Limbo had been longing for our Lord 
to come and release them, and they knew that His death on the 
Cross was very near. . 

3. St. Peter’s request—What effect had the whole vision upon 
the disciples? . . . St. Peter was enraptured and would have liked 
to remain there always, for he thought it was heaven on earth, 
so he exclaimed: “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make 
three tabernacles.” The Apostle did not know what he was saying, 
for he was beside himself with delight, and could not think reason- 
ably. Our Saviour gave him no answer. Why? Because St. 
Peter’s request was not according to God’s will, although there 
was nothing wrong in it. It was only through the death of Christ 
that we were to live and be saved. 

4. The bright cloud—Immediately afterwards the Apostles saw 
another wonderful thing: “Behold a bright cloud overshadowed 
them.’ The cloud or mist came between them and the three 
glorious forms as a sign that God was there. They could no longer 
see anything, and probably their eyes were completely dazzled with 
the bright light. If we look at the sun for a few moments every- 
thing else seems to become quite dark. 

5. God’s voice —Lo, a voice out of the cloud saying: “This is My 
beloved Son.” On two occasions our Lord was solemnly declared 
by God to be His Son; the first time was at His baptism, and the 
second time at His Transfiguration—that is to say, at the beginning 
and end of His public ministry. What was the reason?... 
Everything depends upon Christ’s being the Son of God. This time 
God added the words: “Hear ye Him.” This took place in the 
presence of Moses and Elias, the two greatest teachers of the Old 
Law, and also in that of the future teachers of the New Law. There 
must be some deep meaning attached to these words. God Him- 
self wished to declare that the Old Dispensation was over and the 
New was beginning; Christ was the greater teacher of the new 
Kingdom of God. What effect had all these extraordinary things 
upon the disciples? . . . They were filled with holy fear of God’s 
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majesty and fell upon their faces, and did not venture to look up or 
to rise until our Lord touched them, and then the vision had dis- 
appeared. 

6. Christ’s order to tell no man.—On the way back our Lord said 
to His disciples: “Tell the vision to no man.’ Why were they to 
be silent about it? . . . Because Jesus wished to humiliate Himself, 
for He wanted to teach us that we, too, ought to be humble, even if 
we have received extraordinary graces from God. The saints have 
always been humble. This was one reason, but there was no doubt 
another. . . . If the disciples had made known all that they had 
seen, there would certainly have been a great movement among the 
people, who would strive to make Jesus their king, for the Jews 
always looked forward to an earthly kingdom to be established 
by the Messias. In this case a rebellion would have broken out 
against their enemies, the Romans, and our Lord was anxious to 
prevent any disturbance which might have endangered the Jewish 
nation. Why were the Apostles allowed to speak about the Trans- 
figuration after the Resurrection? Because the danger was then 
over, and their account of this wonderful vision would serve only 
to strengthen the faith of Christians. 

Questions for repetition—Which disciples were permitted to 
witness the Transfiguration of our Lord? ... How may we ex- 
plain the sudden change in His appearance? ... What repre- 
sentatives of the Old Law appeared with Him? ... What did 
Moses and Elias talk about with Jesus? ... What did St. Peter 
wish to do when he beheld the wonderful vision? .. . By what 
sign did God reveal His Presence? . . . What words did God utter 
from the cloud? . . . What effect had the whole vision upon the 
disciples? . . . What command did our Lord give them as they 
went down from the mountain? . . . Why did He give this com- 
mand? ... 

III. Apprication. 1. Points for imstruction—Why was our 
Lord transfigured? . . . He wanted to strengthen the faith of the 
three disciples that they might not cease to believe in Him during 
His Passion, and they were to strengthen their brethren. They 
certainly did so, for they proclaimed later what they had 
seen and heard on Thabor. This glorious revelation of Christ was 
to them a sure proof of His divinity, therefore St. John wrote at 
the beginning of his Gospel: “We saw His glory, the glory as it 
were of the only-begotten of the Father” (i, 14); and St. Peter: 
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“We were ‘eyewitnesses’ of His majesty, for He received from 
God the Father honor and glory ... and this voice we heard 
brought from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mount” 
(II. Peter i, 16-18). How do we know that Christ is God’s Son 
and truly God? . . . What testimony did our heavenly Father bear 
to Christ? .. . What did the Apostles teach about Christ? ... 

2. Why do we read about the Transfiguration in Lent? It seems 
like light in darkness, but the contrast is only apparent. During 
His glorious Transfiguration our Lord was occupied with one great 
thought: His approaching death on the Cross, and He spoke of it 
to Moses and Elias. We see, too, that the completion and reward 
of His sacrifice was to be His glory in heaven. Hence the chief 
thought suggested by to-day’s Gospel is that of Christ, the High 
Priest, in His glory. 

3. Here we may learn a lesson. In the holy time of Lent we 
ought to think daily of our Lord’s sufferings. Then we shall be 
glad to fast and do penance, and if it should seem hard, let us think 
of our reward, the glory awaiting us in heaven. There is no other 
path for Christians to follow but that of the Cross. St. Paul says: 
“If we suffer with Christ, we may be also glorified with Him” 
(Rom. viii, 17). What intense happiness it will be to share His 
glory. We shall cry out like St. Peter: “Lord, it is good for us 
to be here!” but our delight will not last only for a few moments, 
as on Thabor, but for eternity. We cannot understand it, but in 
heaven there will be joy for ever and ever, and no suffering at all. 





THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
Jesus Drives Out a DEVIL 


Introduction—Our Divine Saviour was a friend of the sick and 
poor, and helped many of them by His miracles. The cases in 
which He drove out devils are the most remarkable. If God per- 
mits it, devils really have power over people; they can take up their 
abode in a man and carry on their wicked works, making use of 
his body as their instrument. We say that such unhappy people 
are “possessed.” One day a man came to Jesus who was the father 
of a boy possessed by an evil spirit. This spirit desired to kill the 
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boy and had several times thrown him into water and into fire. Our 
Lord released the poor boy from this wicked, tormenting spirit. 
Many diseases are really caused by evil spirits, and to-day’s Gospel 
tells us something about them. 

I. Gospet: Luke xi, 14-28. 

I. Jesus drives out the devil. 

2. The Pharisees blaspheme Jesus. 

3. Jesus refutes their blasphemous accusations. 

4. Jesus turns their charge against the Pharisees. 
5. Our Lady is called blessed. 

II. Expianation: Jesus drives out the devil. The first sen- 
tence is remarkable: “He was casting out a devil, and the same was 
dumb.” What does that mean? The poor man was dumb, but his 
dumbness was due to an evil spirit within him, not to any organic 
defect. At the word of the Lord the devil was forced to depart, 
and immediately the dumb man recovered his speech, and the multi- 
tudes were in admiration at it. They perceived clearly that our 
Lord must be more than human, because He had power over evil 
spirits. 

2. The Pharisees blaspheme Jesus—Some of them (these were 
Pharisees) said: “He casteth out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of 
devils.’ That is to say, they accused our Lord of being in league 
with the devils. What an outrageous thing to say of Christ, and 
what shocking blasphemy against God! Others were still doubtful 
and tempted Him and asked Him for a sign from heaven. They 
wanted to see another miracle and then to decide whether our Lord 
really possessed power from above. He refused, however, to satisfy 
their curiosity, knowing very well that they did not believe simply 
because they were unwilling to do so. 

3. Jesus refutes their blasphemous accusations—Our Lord was 
aware that His enemies were secretly suggesting to the people that 
He was in league with the devil, so He took this opportunity of re- 
futing the blasphemous accusations made by the Pharisees, and He 
did it so skilfully that they had absolutely nothing to say in reply. 
He brought forward two arguments: (a) Beelzebub cannot be try- 
ing to overthrow his own kingdom; he would be a stupid devil to 
do such a thing, and yet that is what he would be doing if he were 
helping to drive out other devils. (b) Our Lord went on to argue 
thus: “If I am possessed and cast out devils by the help of the devil 
himself, then your own followers, who are exorcists, must also be 
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possessed. Will you acknowledge this? No; you maintain that 
they do it by the power of God. Very well, then you must grant 
that I, too, cast out devils by the power of God, otherwise you are 
contradicting yourselves.” What could the Pharisees answer? 
Jesus had driven them into a corner, and they could find no way 
out of it. Our Lord went on to draw the conclusion from His two 
arguments: “If I, by the finger of God, cast out devils, doubtless 
the Kingdom of God is come upon you.” What did He mean? ... 
“If I work my miracles by the power of God, I must be really the 
Messias, bringing you the Kingdom of God. You acknowledge it 
yourselves, for I overcome the strong man armed (i. e., the devil), 
and destroy his kingdom, being stronger than he.” 

Our Saviour added a serious work of warning to the multitude: 
“He that is not with Me, is against Me.’ He meant: “You can 
choose between the Messias and satan—which will you have? 
Make up your minds.” He addressed a further admonition to the 
leaders of the people: “He that gathereth not with Me, scattereth.” 
“It ought to be your business to gather the people together for the 
Messias, but you are stirring them against Me, and preventing them 
from believing in Me.” 

4. Jesus turns their charge against the Pharisees—Our Lord had 
silenced the wicked Pharisees, and then told them plainly a dis- 
tasteful truth, turning against them the charge that they had made 
against Him, when they accused Him of being possessed by a devil. 
He used a parable in speaking to them. Let us read it again... . 
An unclean spirit was expelled and driven by God into the wilderness, 
so that he might do no more harm. But he found no rest. Why? 
Because wicked spirits can rest nowhere; they suffer always the 
torments of hell, and their chief delight is to torture men, too. “He 
saith: I will return into my house, whence I came out, 1. e., into 
the soul whence he had been driven out. He found it empty, bare 
of grace and virtue, as if it had been swept out. Then he thought: 
“This is a good place to live in,” so he took with him seven other 
spirits more wicked than himself... . and the last state of that 
man was worse than the first. This account was very applicable to 
the Pharisees. Why? Long before an unclean spirit had entered 
the Jewish nation, the spirit of idolatry, and as a punishment the 
Jews were carried into exile in Babylon, where their misery caused 
them to abandon their idolatrous practises, and for a time all went 
well. Soon, however, the spirit of unbelief, pride and hypocrisy 
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took possession of the Jews, and especially of the Pharisees, whose 
hatred of Christ knew no bounds, so that their last state was worse 
than the first, and God’s wrath fell upon the nation like a devastating 
tempest. Think of the terrible destruction of the Holy City and the 
Temple. Was not the parable of the devil, who was driven out, a 
direct rebuke to the Pharisees? They probably understood it quite 
well. 

5. Our Lady is called blessed.—The miracles worked by Christ 
and the force of His words had aroused the astonishment of the 
people, who were indignant at the insolent ridicule and obstinate 
want of faith on the part of the Pharisees. We can see this clearly 
from what the woman said to our Lord: “Blessed is the womb that 
bore Thee.” She meant to say: “Blessed is Your Mother for having 
such a Son.’ She recognized our Lord’s dignity from His words 
and works, and thought that His Mother, too, must be very great, 
since her Son was so highly exalted. Jesus gave a remarkable 
answer: “Yea, rather, blessed are they who hear the word of God 
and keep it.’ What did He mean? ... “You call My Mother 
blessed, and you are right; but she is still greater, still more blessed 
on account of her great faith. You, too, are blessed, if you hear 
My words and keep them in your hearts.” 

Questions for repetition—How did Jesus render a miserable 
person happy? ... What reproach did the Pharisees cast at 
Christ? . . . With what arguments did our Saviour refute the blas- 
phemies of His enemies? . . . What words of warning did He 
address to the people and their leaders? . . . In what parable did 
Christ proclaim to the Pharisees the punishment that God would 
inflict upon them? . . . Why did a woman call our Lady blessed? 
. . . What did our Lord praise in His blessed Mother and in us? 

III. Appiication: 1. This Gospel contains some important 
lessons. (a) The story of the man possessed by a devil shows us 
the hatred and power of the fallen angels. How do the evil spirits 
feel towards us? . . . How ought we to treat them? .. .(b) The 
poor man was dumb. Many people are dumb just where they ought 
to speak, viz., in the confessional. The devil makes them dumb, 
so that from false shame and fear they are silent about their sins. 
What ought a penitent to remember when he is ashamed to confess 
his sins frankly? . . . (c) The Pharisees blasphemed Jesus. What 
do we mean by blaspheming against God? . . . (d) Our Lord re- 
ceived their remarks with calm dignity. What reveals to us the 
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sanctity of His life? . . . Jesus refuted the charges brought against 
Him by His enemies, but He did so with love and gentleness, setting 
us a beautiful example of charity towards our foes. In what words 
did Christ order us to practise this charity? . . . His words and 
works were surely enough to open the ears and hearts of the Phari- 
sees, but they would not believe. Does God give grace to every 


one? ... Can a man withstand God’s grace? ... (e) Another 
important lesson. Our Lady was called blessed on account of her 
faith. Is faith necessary to salvation? . . . We have to earn heaven 


by a life of humble faith; now we walk by faith, but hereafter we 
shall walk by sight. 

2. Why is this Gospel read on the third Sunday in Lent? ... 
Christ stands before us now as a Highpriest about to sacrifice Him- 
self on the Cross. The great day was drawing nearer, and the 
deadly hatred of His enemies was increasing like a fearful storm 
gathering over His head and ready to break. By driving out the 
devil and by addressing the Pharisees Jesus had intensified this dia- 
bolical hatred, and at last the storm broke when the cry arose: 
“Away with Him, crucify Him.” Thus the Gospel again turns our 
thoughts to Christ’s Passion and death. The chief thought is: 
Christ, the Highpriest, reviled and blasphemed. 

3. This Gospel is very suitable for Lent. Lent is a season when 
you purify your hearts in the Sacrament of Penance and sanctify 
them by Holy Communion. The evil spirits have been driven out 
of your souls, but you must be on your guard, for the devil might 
return, bringing with him seven other wicked spirits worse than 
himself. Beware of falling back into your old sins, for in that 
case your last state might be worse than the first. This is the warn- 
ing that the Church gives to-day to all her children. If the tempter 
comes back and the inclination to sin makes itself felt in your hearts, 
look at the crucifix and say: “Jesus is hanging on the Cross, and 
shall I fall into sin?” 





FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 


THE MirAcuLouS MULTIPLICATION OF THE LOAVES AND FISHES 


Introduction —All the four evangelists give an account of this 
miracle, although St. John does so most in detail. Let us think what 
preceded the working of this miracle and what was the occasion of 
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it. Our Lord was at Tiberias, on the western shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. For the first time He had sent out the Apostles to teach 
and work miracles. He was no longer safe from Herod and the 
Pharisees, for the former had just caused St. John the Baptist to 
be beheaded. Soon afterwards the Apostles returned, worn out 
with their labors and in need of refreshment, but they could not 
enjoy an hour’s rest, in fact they had hardly time to eat, because 
such crowds of sick and miserable people thronged around our Lord. 
Then He said to them: “Come apart into a desert place and rest a 
little’ (Mark vi, 31). So they got into a boat with Him and crossed 
the lake, landing at Bethsaida, on the northeast shore. But they 
were again surrounded by a multitude, who had gone round the 
lake and arrived before them. On seeing the crowd Jesus took pity 
upon them, for they were as sheep not having a shepherd (Mark 
vi, 34). To-day’s Gospel tells us what took place next. 
I. Gospe.: John vi, 1-5. 

1. The people surrounding our Lord. 

2. The disciples’ anxiety. 

3. The miracle. 

4. The faith of the people. 

IJ. ExpLanation: 1. The people surrounding our Lord.—The 
introductory words of the Gospel need no further explanation. 
When our Lord landed, the people were already waiting for Him 
on a narrow plain running along the shore, and behind it, inland, 
was some higher ground. Our Lord turned in this direction and 
ascended a little hill; the disciples sat at His feet, and below them 
a dense multitude of men, women and children. Where had they 
all come from into this desert region? .. . “The Pasch, the festival 
day of the Jews was near at hand.” There must have been many 
strangers among them on their way to Jerusalem. Jesus began at 
once to speak to them of the Kingdom of God, and to heal them 
who had need of healing (Luke ix, 11). They were all full of en- 
thusiasm and remained there the whole day. 

2. The disciples’ anxiety—lIt was evening, and the people had 
nothing to eat. What was to be done? Send them away hungry? 
No, for they were a long way from home. The Apostles were quite 
at a loss, and our Saviour availed Himself of their anxiety to 
test their confidence in Him. What did He say to Philip: ... 
“Whence shall we buy bread that these may eat?” What ought the 
Apostle to have replied? . . . He ought to have said: “Lord, Thou 
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canst do all things.” Such an answer would have shown that his 
faith was firm, but he only remarked: “Two hundred pennyworth 
of bread 1s not sufficient.’ The Roman penny or denarius was 
worth about 20 cents, so St. Philip meant that forty dollars would 
hardly buy enough bread for everyone to take a little. St. Andrew 
whispered gently: “There is a boy here that hath five barley loaves 
and two fishes, but what are these among so many?” We see plainly 
that the disciples did not know what to do, and this was exactly 
what our Saviour desired in order that there should be no mistake 
about the miracle. Where men are completely helpless He can still 
deliver them. 

3. The miracle—How did Christ come to the rescue? ... He 
made the people sit down in groups on the grass. How many were 
present? ... There were five thousand men, and if we add the 
women and children there must have been almost ten thousand in 
all. They kept their eyes fixed on our Lord, wondering what was 
going to happen. Then He took the five loaves and two fishes, 
looked up to heaven and gave thanks, and after blessing the food, 
distributed it to the multitude. The disciples undertook the task 
of distribution and saw to their amazement that, far from diminish- 
ing, it constantly increased. All ate and were satisfied. Some un- 
believer may say: “That was not a miracle at all. The worthy 
people only fancied that they had received food; they were really 
satisfied with the teaching that they had received.” There is no 
sense in such an argument, for if there was no miracle, how can 
we account for the fact that there was more food left over than 
there had been at the beginning—twelve baskets full? Those who 
refuse to believe prefer to accept the greatest nonsense rather than 
a miracle. 

4. The faith of the people—Plain, simple people thought and 
judged very differently and allowed the miracle to lead them to the 
right conclusion. They said to one another: “This is of a truth the 
prophet that is to come into the world.” By the “prophet” they 
meant the Messias, and having acknowledged this fact, they wanted 
to go a step further, arguing that if Jesus was the Messias, He 
ought to be their king. They wished to escort Him to Jerusalem 
and proclaim Him King of Israel at the Pasch. You can easily see 
what false hopes the Jews cherished about the Messias. They 
imagined that he would come as a mighty king to deliver Israel from 
the dominion of the Romans and found a new great Jewish empire. 
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Such hopes were most deceptive. Christ was indeed to found a 
Kingdom, but it was not of this world. How did He frustrate the 
designs of the people? . . . He sent His disciples before Him, tell- 
ing them to sail straight to Capharnaum, but He went away secretly 
up the mountain and spent the night in prayer alone. 

Questions for repetition—With what intention did Jesus cross 


the sea? . . . The people left Him no peace; how did He reward 
their zeal? . . . Why were the disciples anxious? .. . How did 
our Lord test St. Philip? ... What supplies were at hand?... 


How did Jesus act before miraculously feeding the people? . 
How did they testify their faith in the Messias? ... How did 
our Lord frustrate their plans? .. . 

III. Apprication: 1. Lessons to be learned—(a) This was 
the first miraculous multiplication of loaves. It reveals our 
Saviour’s kindness, for He worked a great miracle because He 
sympathized with the hungry people. Every year there is a wonder- 
ful increase of food out in the cornfields. The farmers sow the 
seed, and it bears fruit thirty, sixty, or even a hundredfold. How 
good God is to men! What do we mean by speaking of God’s 
kindness? .. . (b) Before our Lord allowed the Apostles to dis- 
tribute the food, He gave thanks to God. Here we see His piety, 
which ought to be an example for us. Are you always careful to 
say grace before and after meals, or do you take your food like 
animals, with neither prayer nor thanksgiving? Many who receive 
food from God are ungrateful for it; do you want to be like them? 
It is certainly not creditable but shameful to show ingratitude. 
(c) After the people had all been miraculously fed, Jesus ordered 
the fragments that remained over to be gathered up. This is an- 
other example for us to follow. We ought not to waste God’s gifts, 
but rather give some share of them to the poor. Gather up the 
crumbs and give them, especially in winter, to the poor, hungry 
little birds, for they, too, are-God’s creatures. “The just regardeth 
the lives of his beasts” (Prov. xii, 10). 

2. Why is this Gospel read in Lent? ... The reason is quite 
clear: Easter is close at hand, when it is the duty of every Catholic 
to make a good Communion. The miraculous multiplication of 
loaves is a type of Holy Communion. Who gives us this wonderful 
bread of heaven? Christ, our High Priest, in the unbloody sacri- 
fice of the altar. Therefore we have here again the chief thought 
proper to Lent: Christ the High Priest. If we wish to define the 
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contents of to-day’s Gospel more precisely, we may say that we read 
in it of Christ, the merciful High Priest, the food of our souls. 

3. Why did our Lord work this great miracle? . . . He wished 
to strengthen the faith of His disciples and to make the people be- 
lieve in Him; but He had another motive, too, and we shall not 
thoroughly understand this miracle unless we remember what took 
place the next morning. It was then that our Saviour pronounced 
His mysterious discourse about the living bread from heaven. The 
miracle of multiplying the loaves was a beautiful type of the 
wonderful bread of heaven that we receive in Holy Communion. 
How can they be compared? .. . (a) The bread in the desert was 
blessed and consecrated by Jesus Christ; the bread is consecrated 
and changed into our Lord’s most holy Body in Holy Communion. 
What is Holy Communion? ...(b) Our Lord fed the people 
miraculously, that they might not faint on their long journey home. 
Jesus wishes to strengthen us in Holy Communion, so that we may 
continue to love Him faithfully and persevere on our way to heaven. 
What graces are given us in Holy Communion?... (c) The 
loaves that Jesus blessed were multiplied in the hands of the 
Apostles, so that every one had food enough. The bread that we 
receive in Holy Communion is multiplied and distributed by the 
hands of the priests, so that every communicant receives Christ 
whole and undivided. 





PASSION SUNDAY 


Introduction—To-day is called Passion Sunday. Why?... 
We ought from to-day onwards to think more than ever about our 
Lord’s sufferings, for Good Friday is now very near. This is what 
our holy Mother, the Church, wishes us to do. 

To-day’s Gospel is difficult to understand. The Jews brought 
blasphemous accusations against Christ, who refuted them. The 
courtyard of the Temple was the scene of the discussion. What 
made the Jews begin to abuse our Lord there? He had been teach- 
ing, and many people were gathered around Him when the Scribes 
and Pharisees brought a woman to Him, saying: “Master, this 
woman was even now taken in adultery (that is to say, she was a 
married woman who had not been faithful to her husband). Now, 
Moses in the law commanded us to stone such a one; but what 
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sayest Thou?” Jesus stooped down and wrote with His finger on 
the earth, but they would not leave Him alone, and asked again 
what was to be done with the woman. They were plainly laying 
a trap for our Lord, but at last He lifted Himself up and said: “He 
that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.” 
What happened? One after another they all crept away, and Jesus 
said: “Woman, where are they that accuse thee? Hath no man 
condemned thee?” “No man, Lord!” “Neither will I condemn 
thee; go, and now sin no more” (John viii, 2-10). The people 
gradually came back, and our Lord rebuked the Pharisees sharply 
for their unbelief, saying finally : “You are of your father, the devil, 
and the desires of your father you will do. . . . If I say the truth, 
you believe Me not” (Ibid. 44, 45). Then followed the discussion 
recorded in to-day’s Gospel. 

I. GospeL: John viii, 46-59. 

I. Jesus rebukes the Jews for their unbelief. 
2. The Jews blaspheme Jesus. 

3. Jesus refutes their blasphemy. 

4. The Jews repeat their blasphemy. 

5. Jesus shows their accusations to be false. 
6. The Jews wish to kill Him. 

II. Exptanation: Do not lose sight of the connection of 
events.—Our Lord had just said to the Jews: “He that is without 
sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.” Here in the Gospel 
He says: “Which of you shall convince Me of sin?” and at the end 
we read: “They took up stones to cast at Him.” This was their 
revenge for being put to shame. 

1. Jesus rebukes the Jews for their unbelief —Our Lord chal- 
lenged His enemies by asking: “Which of you shall convince Me of 
sin?’ What was the answer? ... There was none, all were silent 
and made no accusation against Him, being unable to reproach 
Him with any sin, although the Pharisees were always watching 
to see what He did. Therefore He was sinless, and therefore He 
was plainly a being of a higher order than they were, and conse- 
quently His doctrine must be true. What followed? They should 
have believed in Him. This is why Jesus Himself said: “Jf I say the 
truth to you, why do you not believe Me?” adding the solemn warn- 
ing: “He that is of God, heareth the words of God; therefore you 
hear them not, because you are not of God.” That is not difficult to 
understand. The children of God delight in His word, but satan’s 
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followers detest it. You must be really children of the devil. Not 
long before our Lord had told the Pharisees that the devil was their 
father. His words are still true, for many Christians do not like 
to hear the word of God because they are in league with the devil, 
through their sins. Some children even have no liking for religious 
instruction or for prayer; they say that they cannot bear to be long 
in church. Are such people the children af God? . . . I am afraid 
they are not. 

2. The Jews blaspheme Jesus—The Jews were not inclined to 
put up with our Lord’s reproof, so they replied: “Do we not say 
well that Thou art a Samaritan and hast a devil?” How could they 
speak in this way of Jesus? They meant: “You are our enemy, 
just as the Samaritans are the enemies of our race. You say that 
we, who belong to God’s chosen people, are the children of the devil. 
You must be possessed by a devil yourself, or you could not say 
such a thing.” 

3. Jesus refutes their blasphemy—How did our Lord refute this 
charge? ... By replying with quiet dignity: “J have not a devil, 
but I honor My Father, and you have dishonored Me.” That is to 
say: “I only tell you the truth, and that never comes from the devil ; 
by telling the truth I honor My Father, for He has commissioned 
Me. I am doing My duty, and that is why you dishonor Me by 
your abuse. “But I seek not My own glory; there is One that seek- 
eth and judgeth.’ Who is meant? ... His Father in heaven 
would avenge Christ by punishing those who had insulted His Son. 
Our Lord then turned to the people, who were well disposed, and 
tried to encourage them by saying kindly: “Amen, Amen, I say to 
you, if any man keep My word, he shall not see death for ever.” 
This is a promise easy to understand: Whoever believed in Christ 
was to have eternal life. 

4. The Jews repeat their blasphemy.—The Jews were furious at 
our Lord’s words, for they understood Him to be speaking of the 
death of the body. Therefore they interrupted Him at once, de- 
claring for the second time: “Now we know that Thou hast a devil.” 
How did they endeavor to prove it? By saying that their forefather 
Abraham and the prophets were dead, and asking Christ whether 
He was greater than they. 

5. Jesus shows their accusation to be false—Our Lord’s answer 
was remarkable: “Jf I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing.” What 
did He mean? . . . He meant: “I might indeed call Myself greater 
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than Abraham and the prophets, but, rather than glorify Myself, 
I refer you to God, My Father. Through the works that I do, He 
proclaims Me to be greater than Abraham and the prophets; but 
you have not known Him... . You have failed to recognize My 
dignity from the miracles that you have seen Me work. Why? 
You do not know My Father, therefore you are blind, too, to My 
works and to the truth. Of course you assert that you know God, 
but it is false, and you are liars. There is a difficulty in the words: 
“Abraham your father rejoiced that he might see My day; he saw 
it, and was glad.” Try to explain this passage... . Abraham 
looked forward with joy to the birth of the Messias, and from 
Limbo he really witnessed it, for God revealed to him the coming 
of Christ. 

6. The Jews wish to kill Jesus—Again the Jews misunderstood 
our Lord and asked Him, partly in mockery, partly in anger: “Thou 
art not yet fifty years old, and hast Thou seen Abraham?” They 
thought that He was still a young man, and wondered how He 
could pretend to have lived at the same time as Abraham. Of 
course they were thinking only of this life on earth, and not of 
everlasting life, for they regarded our Lord as a mere man, not 
believing in His Divinity. So Jesus answered quite plainly: “Be- 
fore Abraham was, I am.’ Abraham, your ancestor, was only a 
man, but I am God, I have existed from all eternity. This was too 
much for the Jews; “they took up stones to cast at Him.’ Why did 
they want to stone our Lord? . . . Because He called Himself the 
Son of God, and they thought that He was speaking blasphemy. 
They could not hurt Him, however, though it is not clear how He 
escaped; He either became invisible, or vanished suddenly in the 
midst of the crowd. This discussion was at an end, and Jesus had 
triumphed in it. 

Questions for repetition—What very plain reproof was given 
by our Lord to the Jews? . . . Upon what did He base the truth 
of His doctrine? . . . What reproach did the Jews make against 
Him? . . . How did Christ show their accusation to be false? .. . 
What was the second blasphemous charge brought forward by the 
Jews? .. . How did they justify their blasphemy? . . . How did 
our Saviour show that His enemies were wrong? ... In what 
sense is Christ older than Abraham? .. . What was the end of 
the dispute between our Lord and the Jews? .. . 

III. AppricaTion: 1. Lessons to be learnt from this Gospel.— 
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Christ is truly God. We have three proofs of His Divinity in to- 
day’s Gospel. (a) He is holy; even His mortal enemies had 
silently to acknowledge this fact. What do we mean by saying that 
God is holy? . . . How was the holiness of our Lord’s life dis- 
played? . . . Because Jesus is holy, His teaching, too, is holy. How 
did He prove the truth of what He taught? .. . (b) Christ twice 
spoke of God as His Father, so He must be the Son of God. (c) 
Christ spoke of Himself as eternal. What words did He use?.. . 


What was Christ’s testimony to His divinity? ...The Jews 
nevertheless continued in their unbelief. How do people sin 
through unbelief? . . . How do they sin against faith? .. . 


2. Why is this Gospel read on Passion Sunday? . . . What we 
have heard to-day took place about five months before our Lord’s 
Passion, but it was a prelude to His suffering. Everything occurred 
again in a similar way, both before the Sanhedrim and at the 
tribunal of Pilate. Christ declared on this occasion that He was 
sinless; Pilate said afterwards that he found no fault in Him. 
Jesus here calls God His Father; He said later that He was the Son 
of God. Here the Jews wanted to stone Him for having Dlas- 
phemed God; later on they cried that He had spoken blasphemy 
and was worthy of death. There is, however, one difference. On 
the occasion of which we read to-day Jesus silenced His enemies 
and disproved their accusations, but afterwards He was silent 
under all their charges. To-day we hear that He escaped, but then 
He gave Himself up to His enemies, because His hour had come. 
You see how the events recorded in the Gospel really foreshadowed 
the Passion, and therefore this Gospel is very suitable for Lent, 
and especially for Passion Sunday. We might say that it brings 
before us Christ, the sinless High Priest. 

3. The Church represents visibly the way in which our Lord was 
hidden from His enemies. She covers every crucifix with a purple 
cloth, so that we do not see our Saviour suffering and dying, al- 
though we ought to think of Him all the more. This is the best 
preparation that we can make for the sorrowful Passiontide upon 
which we have now entered. 








PASTORAL PART 


ANALECTA 


NEW DECREES AND DECISION OF THE HOLY FATHER 
AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


From the Acts of Pius X. 
Letters of praise to Francis Veuillot; to Bernard Mar- 
tinez; to Rev. Nicholas Sebastiani. 


Sacred Congregation of the Consistory 

Personal and local interdiction of the City of Galatina in 
Italy. 

By this interdiction the celebration of Mass and of all 
other sacred functions is prohibited. No bells are to be 
rung. The public administration of the Sacraments and 
solemn funeral services are forbidden. 

Infants can be baptized and the last Sacraments can be 
given to the dying. Marriage can be celebrated privately 
and Mass once a week for the renewal of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 


From the Congregation of Rites 
Approval of the Calendar for Rome and its districts. 
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CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 


DAILY MASS 


Leo, the pastor of a suburban church, has during the past year 
omitted Mass very frequently. His habit is to say Mass on Sundays 
and Holidays, and not to go near the church during the rest of the 
week. His excuse is that he is only obliged to offer the Holy Sacri- 
fice on Sundays; his people are not obliged to hear Mass on week 
days ; that the church is distant from the rectory (about Io minutes’ 
walk) ; that he needs the rest. It so happens that the thriving town 
in which he is located has a fairly large Catholic population, and 
many of the people would be glad to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of receiving Holy Communion daily. In fact the people 
criticise the pastor in this matter and desire a change. What do 
you think of Leo’s attitude? 

Answer.—lIt is hardly necessary to state that a priest who has 
charge of souls must see to it that the members of his flock can 
fulfil their obligation on Sundays and feasts of precept. On this 
point no fault can be found with Leo. In doing this he likewise 
satisfies the obligation that springs from his reception of the Sacra- 
ment of Holy Orders. No account is to be taken of an obligation 
ex stipendio, as no mention is made of this in the statement of the 
case. There are two points that remain for consideration: The 
first is the existence of synodal or diocesan decrees made by the 
Bishop for the government of his diocese; the second is the custom 
in the diocese in conjunction with the needs and wishes of the 
people. There are dioceses where daily Mass is a matter of synodal 
or episcopal legislation. But evidently Leo’s diocese is not one in 
this category. For we can easily presume that he would not openly 
and wantonly disobey for so long a time in a matter of such extreme 
importance. Nor would such a breach of ecclesiastical discipline 
long escape the notice of the head of the diocese, who no doubt 
would not be slow in correcting such scandalous contumacity. 
Hence Leo’s action can only be judged by the second considera- 
tion—the needs of his flock. 

Without fear of contradiction we can say that where many of his 
flock are anxious for daily Mass, then he is obliged to provide it for 
them. His obligation to care for their souls does not cease auto- 
matically at noon on Sunday. Every spiritual benefit that can 
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accrue from Sunday Mass can also come to the faithful on week 
days through their reverential assistance at week-day Mass. He 
is obliged to foster the spiritual life in his parishioners; by his atti- 
tude he is neglecting this duty: he is depriving them of the immense 
spiritual advantage not only of the Mass, but of frequent Com- 
munion; he is thus doing them an irreparable harm. He is vio- 
lating the wish of the Holy Father expressed so strongly in his 
decree on daily Communion. Nor can we fail to point out the fact 
that he is depriving God of the great honor and glory given to Him 
whenever the Holy Sacrifice is offered. This alone would be suffi- 
cient to condemn his slothfulness. Of the excuses given by him 
there is not a single one that saves him from just condemnation. 
Not a single one is worth a moment’s pause when weighed against 
the harm and the scandal that must necessarily spring from an atti- 
tude so worldly and so selfish. The people are justified in their 
criticism. Their desire is legitimate, and they are entitled to de- 
mand daily Mass as the means required for the fulfillment of their 
laudable desire of daily Communion. They should seek a change 
of policy or a change of pastor. Now this does not imply that a 
priest even in such a parish is bound to say Mass every single day 
of the year. For whenever a sufficient reason operates it will ex- 
cuse. But such a reason will not be a permanent one (except in 
case of permanent disability—and then the pastor should supply 
another priest to take his place). Hence a priest, without sin of 
any kind, may omit daily Mass from time to time when grave incon- 
venience, sickness, etc., prevent. Where the reasonable custom 
exists, or the people—at least many of them—demand daily Mass, 
then no pastor can permanently omit this daily Mass without sin- 
fully neglecting his duty. We are of the opinion that Leo is guilty 
of gross neglect of duty and sins grievously against the virtue of 
charity in refusing daily Mass to those of his flock who are anxious, 
as faithful Catholics, to have it. 








